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Murdoch 


him 


• Move against tycoon as ministers prepare to defend his British interests in the Lords 


- international task force of in- 


. — - . ; — — “F cjuunme wny 

. Rupert Murdoch's News Corp pays vir- 
toafry no tax. The unprecedented move 
a^inst the Murdoch empire comes as 
ministers prepare to go into battle to de- 
fend the media baron’s British interests. 
: An agreement to launch the inquiry, 
mvoMng tax investigators from Britain! 
America, Canada and Australia was 
reached at a secret meeting in Sydney in 
December. The authorities are con- 
cerned that Mr Murdoch’s companies pay 
a fraction of the taxes paid by his com- 
petitors in the cut-throat media business. 

Altbe same time, however. The In- 
dependent has learned that Tony Blair has 
ordered total retreat from any government 
confrontation with Mr Murdoch over his 
aggressive pursuit of a price war in the 
• newspaper industry. 

• Reneging on pre-election pledges, 
Labour peers have been ordered to 
oppose an all-party attempt to curb Mr 
Murdoch’s power in a crucial House of 
JLords vote next Monday. 

, • The amendment, tabled with aH-par- 


A tangled tax 
web, p2 


ty support from Labour and-Tbry peers, 
wqnW outlaw, “any conduct on the pail 
of;pne or more . national newspaper un- 
dertakings _ if it may reduce the diver- 
sity of the national newspaper press in the 
United Kingdom by reducing, retarding, 
injuring or eliminating competition” 

The amendment directly targets the 
predatory' price-cutting operations of the 
Times ; clearly designed to damage vul- 
nerable, or less wealthy, competitors like 
The Independent and Daily Telegraph . 

It is understood that the secret meet- 
ing of tax investigators was called by the 
Australian authorities, who have been un- 
happy about Mr Murdoch’s level of tax 
payments since the 1980s. Although be 
renounced his Australian nationality in 
order, to become an American citizen in 
the mid-1980s - allowing him to own 
American television interests - his com- 
pany.is still based in Australia. 

Last year, while other international 
media groups, such as Whit Disney Cor- 
poration,. paid up to 28. per cent of their 
income jn tax. News Corp reported pay- 
ing $103in (£62.42m) on operating prof- 
its of S 1 32bn (fSOOm) world-wide, a rate 
of just 7.8 per cent 

In 1 989, an Australian parliamentary 
investigation found that News Corp had 
routed all its profits through subsidiaries 
in lowstax countries like the Cayman Is- 


By Steve Boggan and 
Anthony Bevins 

lands, the Dutch Antilles and Bermuda. 
By the time the money had finished its 
journey, a loss was recorded in Australia, 
greatly reducing its overall tax ML 

In the United Kingdom, News In- 
ternational, the UK arm of News Corp, 
which owns the Times, the Sun, the Sun- 
day Times and the News of the World, 
recorded profits of almost £lbn between 
1985 and 1995. An Independent investi- 
gation revealed that the group paid just 
£11. 74m tax - a rate of just 12 per cent. 
At the time, corporation tax was levied 
at 33 per cent. 

The avoidance methods used by Mr 
Murdoch’s accountants are legal, but there 
is a political and moral groundswell of 
opinion which believes News Cbrp’s tax 
burden should reflect its profits. 

“No one is happy with the way Mr 
Murdoch is behaving,” said a source close 
to the investigation. “The [investigators] 
are querying whether he legitimately 
makes a loss or not. A plan has been put 
into place to tackle his empire.” 

However, unless taxation systems can 
be unified internationally, it is not dear 
what the authorities can do. News Gorp’ s 
' avoidance methodology involves inter- 
company loans, the use of subsidiaries in 
off-shore tax havens and the tax-relief 
granted on interest on loan re-payments 
- some of which the task force will want 
to examine. All such methods, however, 
.are quite legal. 

“The problem the tax authorities have 
with Murdoch is that he has all the facts 
about everything in his empire but if you 
are aninvestigator in the UK, you can only 
find out about the UK business; if you are 
an investigator in the US, then you can 
only look at the US end,” said the source. 

“The purpose of this meeting was to 
break across that boundary and share in- 
formation to try and match [the investi- 
gators'] knowledge with his." 

All Labour peers have been ordered 
to vote against it on Monday, and Lord 
Simon of Highbury, Minister Trade and 
Competitiveness, has said that the Gov- 
ernment will not depart from a European 
“model” on t ackling abuse of market pow- 
er. But Cabinet sources have told the In- 
dependent that the order bad “come 
down” from No 10 that nothing was to be 
done to disturb or interfere with the news- 
paper proprietors. Margaret Beckett, 
President of the Board ofThade, has been 
told to maintain a “hands-off” approach. 

If the official Opposition backs the 
Government or abstrins, it is unlikely that 
the Murdoch amendment can be carried 
in the Lords — or upheld in the Commons. 


Davis quits as 
new lottery 
doubts emerge 



PETER DAVIS’S reign as 
Britain’s first lottexy regulator 
ended with his resignation last 
night after a stormy four-hour 
meeting with the Chns Smith, 
Secretary of State for Culture. 
It followed. the widespread 
condemnation of his behaviour 
as regulator following the 
Richard Branson libel case. 
Tbe deputy director generaL 
John Striker, would take over 
Mr Davis’s duties while a new 
director general was found. 

The resignation came as 
details emerged which sug- 
gested that be misled a House 
of Commons committee over 
the vetting of American busi- 
nessmen bidding for tbe lottery 
licence. Ffis claims to Mjfis that 
' complete and comprehensive 
background checks had been 
made by specialist agencies 
have been denied. 

Just a few weeks before 
Petra Davis awarded the lottery 
in May 1994 to the consortium 
Camelot, involving the con- 
troversial US company CHech, 
he approached an interna- 
tional detective agency to car- 
ry out confidential checks on 
100 people. • 

The agency, Kroll Associ- 
ates, said it would take at least 
three months to undertake 
such an examination. How- 
ever, they quoted a price of 
£3,000 per person. A little lat- 
er they were told on behalf of 
Mr Davis that the checks bad 
been carried out by the FBL 

Giving evidence before the 
House of Commons Public 
Accounts Committee in De- 
cember 1995, Mr Davis re- 
peated that he had received 
“information from the FBI”. 
He also said he had received 
u permission from the FBI to 


Exclusive 


By Kim Sengupta 

name them as . a source for 
information”. 

Yesterday a spokesman at 
the FBI headquarters in Wash- 
ington DC stated they have no 
record of any checks being 
carried out on behalf of the Of- 
fice of National Lotteiy or Pe- 
ter Davis, or any information 
being passed on to these par- 
ties. Nor could he find any 
record of Mr Davis being giv- 
en permission to tell third par- 
ties that tbe FBI were sources 
of information. 

A spokesman said: “I can- 
not find any record of a request 
of that from either Peter Davis, 
the Office of National Lottery 
or others acting on their behalf. 
Nor can I find any record of 
him being given permission to 
say we have been supplying him 
with information." 

Mr Davis said he had hired 
two outside investigators. Con- 
trol Risks and Hill Samuel, to 
cany out some checks, and it 
was Control Risks who were in- 
volved in the crucial question 
of ascertaining the fitness and 
propriety of would be lottery 
operators. Control Risks said 
last night it had carried out 
work for Oflot on publicly 
available database. Sources in 
the company said it had not car- 
ried out a comprehensive 
check. 

The Public Affairs Com- 
mittee stated that Peter Davis 
made “serious errors of judge- 
ment” over his links with 
GTech before he awarded the 
contract 

Profile, page 2 
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Rupert Murdoch: News International, his UK company, pays just \2 per cent in tax Photograph: LF1 


Grim routine played out as woman 
steels herself for death chamber 


Free phone calls if 
you can bear the ads 


the EXECUTION set for last 
night of Karia Faye Tucker was 
to be just , like any other at 
Huois^ne- Penitentiary; there 

wouldbe no fuss just because she 

was a woman. That is, according 
toGavernocCfeoipi Bush and to 
officials of the prison yesterday. 

True and nottrue. There was 
nochanj^tblhegjrm-and, to 
the prison officers, familiar - 
timetable governing the last 
minules oftbe convict's life- But, 
for th$ first time on an execu- 
tion night theoty’s main Epis- 
copal chinch was to hold a 
^xxial serince at the hour of 
Tucker's dispatch. And a local 
bar, two blodfe from tb* prison, 
bad. plans;, for. a posr-Kaila 
karaoke party tost night 



9*770951 


From David Usbome 
in Hunts ville, Texas 

Tvo telephone lines were 
kept open to the prison all day 
yesterday. One was from die US 

Supreme Court, which last night 

refused to block Ticker's exe- 
cution. Tbe second fed directly 
to tbe office of Governor Bush 
in Austin, the state capital 

State officials said that Gov- 
ernor Bush bad been awaiting 
final word from the court before 
deciding whether to exercise his 
only option to order a one-time 
30-day stay. At the weekend, he 
received a videotaped message 
from Tucker pleading with fern 
for a reprieve. He has abo 
been inundated by some 2,400 
letters asking for clemency. 

Few of the letters, however, 
bad come from Tfexans and 
poHtKal pressure to att ™s 

r • l li-WcMIK. tneuovr 
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_ . >be treated like any other 


Tucker: Pleaded for her life 

Thus, at about 4pm local 
time yesterday Tucker was to be 
taken to a 10ft by 6fr : holding cell 
in the bungalow-type structure 
that is the execution building in- 
side the Huntsville fatalities. 
There she was to eat her last 
meal and receive two 30-minute 
visits, from a spiritual adviser 

and from her Jawyer- Shortly be- 


fore the appointed hour of 
6pm, she was to be walked to 
the death chamber itself and 
asked to lie down on the trol- 
ley so that intravenous drips 
could be connected to her arms. 

Only once in the 55 execu- 
tions he has witnessed has there 
been any trouble in persuading 
convicts to lie down, said Larry 
Fitzgerald a prison spokesman. 
“Everyone else has actually 
hopped on to the gurney.” 

Hie killing of Ticker was to 
-take roughly two minutes, with 
three substances being injected 
in quick succession - an anaes- 
thetic to put her to sleep, a mus- 
cle relaxant to collapse her 
kings and finally a lethal cock- 
tail to stop the heart 

Unlike the firing squad or , 
electric chair, death by injection 
offerslittleby way of spectacle; 
nothing, in feet, except for a sud- 
den, and usually quite noisy 
gushing of air from tbe con- 
demned’s mouth as the lungs 
fold in on themselves. 


THE days of the telephone bill 
could soon be numbered, with 
the launch of a service offering 
customers unlimited access to 
free phone calls. The only catch 
is that every few minutes callers 
have to break off to listen to an 
advertisement, an innovation 
which its backers believe could 
be the ultimate direct market- 
ing weapon. 

Energis, the fast-growing 
phone network, completed a 
trial of the service before Cbrist- 


in a few months time. “This is 
direct advertising with a 


stant gratification,” said Alistair 


By Chris Gods mark 


subscribers stay on tbe fine, the 
more adverts they are subject- 
ed to, preceded by a warning 
tone. Energis declined to reveal 
tbe companies taking part in 
tbe trial but one possibility was 
a recorded message from a piz- 
za parlour which would ask cus- 
tomers to press the keypad if 
they were feeling hungry: When 
they hang up, the pizza chain 
would automatically call them 
back to take the ordec 
Though easterners have no 
idea which advert will come up, 
they are questioned before they 


I.Q. of 145 
and Can’t 
Remember? 

A FAMOUS international publisher reports that 
there is a simple technique for acquiring a pow- 
erful memory which can pay you real dividends 
in both business and 
social advancement. It 
works like magic to 
give you added poise, 
self-confidence and 
greater popularity. 

The de tails of this method 
sure described in his fascinat- 
ing booklet, “Adventures in 
Memory”, sent free on 
request. 

According to this publish- 
er, many people do not 
realise how much they can 
influence others simply by 
remembering accurately Forget facts, figures? 
eveiytlinig they see, hear or more poised and seif-confi- 
read. Whether in business, dent in everything you say 
at social functions, or even in and do. These are only a few 
casual conversation with of the ways in which yon can 
new acqu ainta nc e s, there are benefit by possessing a 
ways m which you can domi- trained memory. 



note each situation simply 
by your ahahty to remember. 

For example, yon need 
never forget another 


To acquaint all readers of 
The Independent with the 
easy-to-foflow rales for devel- 
oping skill in remembering, 


The idea, which originated 
in Sweden a year ago, is de- 
ceptively simple. Customers 
call a freephone number; then 
key in the phone number they 
want to dial. The call begins 
with an advert for anything 
from focal businesses to high 
street store chains. The longer 


age and and interests. Yon 
might get an advert for wine if 
you are a wine tovet; and then 
an airline saying they’ve got 
cheap seats available. 

Energis says the scheme is an 
alternative to direct mail sent 
through the post and frequently 
thrown strait into tbe bin. 


appointment - ever! You we, the publishers, have 
can learn names, feces, fects, printed foil details of this 
figures and foreign lan- interesting self-training 
gnages fester than yon ever method in a fascinating 
thought possible. Whole booklet, “Adventures m 
P 0 . 0 ”, 61 ? 4 Plays can be Memory", sent free on 
utoenbly nnprmted on your request. No obligation. No 
memory after a single read- salesman will call Just fill in 
m&Yon could be more sue- and return the coupon on 
cessfoi m your studies and Page 12 (you don’t even 


lug. Yon could be more suc- 
cessful in your studies and 


, weathlr, EYE p 10 ■ crosswords. 


P28 AND EYE P9 * TODAY’S TELEVISION, EYE P 12 • FULL CONTENTS, P2 


At parties and need to stamp your enve- 
dmners you may never again lope), or write to: Memory 
be at a loss for appropriate and Concentration Studies 
words or entertaining sto- (Dept IDM88), FREEPOST 
nea. In fact, you could be 198, Manchester M6Q3DL, 
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Branson in call for 


creation of no-profit 
People’s Lottery 


Richard Branson last 
night called for the 
dissolution of the 
Camelot consortium 
and the establishment of 
a new National Lottery. 
He spoke to Andrew 
Buncombe following his 
libel battle victory 
against Guy Snowden 
and the resignation of 
the lottery regulator 
Peter Dams. 


More people would play the 
lotteiy if it was not run for prof- 
it, evidence brought in the li- 
bel case had demonstrated, 
Mr Branson said last night, and 
suggested it should be renamed 
the People's Lottery. “The 
Government had pledged to 
operate the lottery for no prof- 
it I hope that any backtrack- 
ing that may have gone on will 
come to an end. i think that 
naming it the People's Lottery 
would give it a fresh start-" 
He feels that in order to re- 
store public faith there must be 
a fundamental overhaul of the 
lottery's operation. “Yesterday 
[Monday] both the regulator, Pe- 
ter Davis, and Camelot misled 


the public by saying this was an 
argument between two individ- 
uals. That was not the case. 
GTech were found as guilty as 
Mr Snowden. If Mr Snowden 
has to resign then GIbch has to 
step down as well,” he said. 

“It may be easier, and there 
is enough ground for doing so, 
to take the shareholders away 
altogether, get rid of Camelot 
and for a period of time let the 
staff continue to operate it 

“I think to restore public 
faith GTech has to go and it 
may be as well to get rid of all 
the shareholders and dissolve 
the Camelot consortium.” 

Snacking on toast and Mar- 
mite in the drawing room of his 
offices in west London, Mr 
Branson repealed that he no 
longer wanted to run the lotteiy. 
“I still believe that what I do is 
set up companies, gel good 
people in and get things running. 
I would be delighted to help, but 
personally I don't feel they 
need me. There are plenty of 
very good people around the 
world and whether I am in- 
volved or not is really an irrel- 
evance." 

He said he had been con- 
vinced that if the lotteiy was to 
continue to be a success the reg- 
ulator, Peter Davis, had to 


stand down. “Mr Davis put out 
a statement saying what I had 
said was untrue. I honestly 
didn’t think he could stay on." 

Mr Branson said that during 
the libel trial, which he had ini- 
tiated against Mr Snowden af- 
ter the American businessman 
denied trying to bribe him to 
drop his bid to run the Nation- 
al Lotteiy for no profit, he had 
suffered from a "bad press” 
campaign launched by his de- 
tractors. 

“Was it a coincidence that 
on the first day of the trial all 
these private letters between 
myself and Ekon John should 
suddenly appear?" he said. 
“There is no doubt that things 
were being fed to journalists.” 

Mr Branson, 47. who is to 
donate his £100.000 damages to 
charity, said he was used to the 
backlash his gestures some- 
times brought “There is no 
question the times I have been 
criticised in my life have been 
for doing things not to make 
money but to help the com- 
munity. If I simply set up com- 
panies to make lots of money 
people would not mind.” But 
he said when the criticism 
stood in the way of what he was 
trying to do, it was “veiy an- 
noying". 



Crisis meeting as 
lottery regulator 
fights to keep job 
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Peter Davis the lottery' 
regulator resigned fast 
night after a four hour 
meeting with the 
Culture Secretary, Chris 
Smith. Kim Sengupta looks 
at the trials and. . 
tribulations of Britain’s 
first lottery regulator. - 


Final showdown: Peter Davis arriving to meet Chris Smith yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


Peter Davis, they were saying at 
Whitehall yesterday, had been 
Looking into an abyss, and Chris 
Smith finally pushed him 
over. The lottery regulator had 
gone to meet Mr Smith in a 
mood of defiance, refusing to 
resign despite widespread op- 
probrium over his handling of 
bribery allegations involving 
Camelot. As a Commons mo- 
rion was tabled saying he should 
go, be maintained: “I am doing 
the job I was given to do. I will 
continue to do that job”. 

His £ 84,000-a-year contract 
had been due to expire in Oc- 
tober, and even if he had not re- 
signed yesterday h is thought 
hig hly unlikely that it would 
have been renewed. Either way, 
the career country’s first lotteiy 
regulator has come to an in- 
glorious end. 

Mr Davis’s first and most im- 
portant job was to deride who 
were fit and proper persons to 


run the lottery, but now he has 
been deemed unable to regu--. : 
late it. More than 30 years.agp ' 
Mr Davis wassxtbin the conn- 
tty’s accountancy exams, but -. 
since then he has been dosely 
involved with two of Britain’s, . 
biggest business failures, Har- 
ris Queensway and HoyiTsL 

It was therefore something 
of a surprise when he was" 
named as lotteiy regulator, and 
there was further surprise 'and ' 
anger about some of hfs actions 
while in the post. The House of 
Commons Public Accounts . 
Committee decided Mr Davis, 
had made “ serious errors of - 
judgement" in his relationship 
with GTech, a US partner of the ;; 
consortium Camelot to wham'-.i 
he awarded the contract. . 

While he was deciding. on- 
the award Mr Davis accepted" 
five free flights from the conn r J. 
pany, against Whitehall advice,-' 
d uring a business trip to the-. ", 
States in 1994. He explained that 
he was saving taxpayers’ mon- 
ey. The committee also criti- 
rised Mr Davis for a social visit V: 
to New York financier Carl 
Menges, the boss of an invest-/ 
meat house which has a major '. 
stake in GTech, although it ac- ■ 
cepted the two men’s wives - 
were long-standing friends. 

PAC member Alan W illiams 
last night put down a Commons ' 
motion asking him to resign. . ; 
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Murdoch’s juggling outwits taxmen around the world 


An international task- 
force of tax investigators 
from at least four 
countries is attempting 
to unravel Rupert 
Murdoch’s labyrinthine 
business affairs in a bid 
to make him pay more 
tax. Steve Boggan shows 
how the Murdoch media 
empire has so far been 
able - quite legally - to 
outwit the taxman. 


You don’t get to be the planet’s 
biggest media mogul by being 
generous with your tax returns, 
but Rupert Murdoch makes 
his fellow corporate giants ap- 
pear positively charitable. 

A recent comparison of me- 
dia empires showed that while 
most of his competitors paid 


taxes at anything up to 325 per 
cent, Mr Murdoch’sNews Corp 
paid just 75 pier cent worldwide. 

An exhaustive investigation 
by 77it? Independent in 1995 
showed that in the previous 10 
years News International, News 
Corp's UK arm, had paid only 
£i 1.74m tax on profits of nearly 
£lbn -a rate of just 12 percent 
when corporation tax was run- 
ning at 33 per cent 

Lu comparison, the Tele- 
graph group had paid 29 per 
cent tax, the Mirror Group 20 
per cent and United News and 
Media, owners of the Express 
titles. 29 per cent. 

Now, however, the tax au- 
thorities internationally have 
had enough. The Independent 
has learnt that senior revenue 
investigators from the United 
States, the UK, Australia and 
Canada met in Sydney in De- 
cember to examine Mr Mur- 
doch’s international network 


of tax avoidance. They were 
stung into action by last year's 
results, in which News Corp re- 
ported paying worldwide taxes 
of $103m (£62.42m) on oper- 
ating profits of SlJ2bn 
(£800m), a rate of just 75 per 
cent. In a recent analysis of 
News Corp's taxation compared 
-with similar media- corpora/ 


rions, the Washington Post dis- 
covered a huge gap between Mr 
Murdoch's company payments 
and the rest. 

The Walt Disney corpora- 
tion paid 28 per cent tax; Via- 
com Inc, parent company of 
MTV and Paramount Pictures, 
paid 22 per cent; and Time 
W&rndr, which issim2ar;irrsize 


and make-up to News Corp. 
paid 17 per cent taxes. 

So how does Mr Murdoch 
do it? His success in legally 
avoiding taxation lies in the truly 
global nature of his business in- 
terests. % shifting profits and 
losses, by making loans be- 
tween companies, by claiming 
tax-belief on interest repay- 


ments. bv channelling profits 
through subsidiaries in offshore 
tax havens and by taking ad- 
vantage of currency fluctua- 
tions his accountants can him 
profits into apparent losses. 

His empire at the end of last 
year comprised 789 businesses 
in 52 countries from Australia 
and Mauritius to Britain and 


i, 

Satellite channel announces digital TV revolution - quietly 


BSkyfi oudined its timetable for the 
digital TV revolution yesterday, but 
revealed liede about precisely what it 
plans to serve up to the viewing public 

Cautiously unveiling plans for its 
digital satellite service yesterday, BSkyB 
admitted that its June launch will be a 
fairly modest affair. 

"The meaningful launch will be in the 
fourth quarter." said Mark Booth, the 
company's chief executive, confirming 
that a major marketing push, to be 
devised by advertising agency M&C 


Saatchi, is scheduled for the peak 
Christmas sales period. 

Outlining the company's interim 
results to the press and Gty analysts, 

Mr Booth said: "Sky's digital launch is on 
schedule and on budget ... It win be one 
of the big consumer product bundles of 
1998 and will certainty revolutionise the 
way we look at television." He added: 
“The savvy media players are saying this 
is a great moment in time and we agree.” 

BSkyBs supremo enthused about the 
“near video on demand” dement, which 


promises to bring the equivalent of a 
multiplex dnema into our living rooms. A 
selection of hit movies will be constantly 
replayed at 30 minute intervals, allowing 
digital satellite subscribers “the chance to 
watch what they want when they want." 
Interactive home shopping and home 
banking wiH also be available from June. 
Mr Booth said. 

The first set-cop boxes will hit the 
high street stores in June, when they are 
expected to retail for around £200. 

— Rob Brown, Media Editor 


Cuba. In America, News Corp’s 
portfolio includes 22 television 
stations, the huge Fox broadcast 
network and the 20th Century 
Fox movie studios. In the UK, 
it owns the Tones and Sunday 
Times, the Sun and News of the 
World, and a controlling stake 
in BskyB. There are also a 
myriad titles across five conti- 
nents and a satellite network 
that covers much of Europe, 
Asia and .America. 

It was the breadth of Mr Mur- 
doch’s interests that prompted 
the Australian tax authorities to 
call December’s meeting, during 
which the investigators at- 
tempted to cross the national 
boundaries that normally re- 
strict their operations. 

“No one is happy with the 
way Mr Murdoch is behaving,” 
said a source close to the in- 
vestigation. “The [investiga- 
tors] are querying whether he 
legitimately makes a loss or not. 


A plan has been put into place 
to tackle his empire. 

“The problem the tax au- 
thorities have with Murdoch is 
that he has all the facts about 
everything in his empire but if Cx 
you are an investigator nr the . 
UK, you can only find out about 
the UK business; if you are an 
investigator in the US, then you 
can ordy look at the US end" . 

It is understood the task/ 
force will ^examine three ways ' 
in which News Corp manipu- 
lates its tax affairs: 

• Thx relief claimed on debt in- 
terest repayments. 

• The differences in account- 
ing principles in the various 
countries in which tax returns 
are filed. 

• News Corp’s use of offshore 
tax havens. Its annual tax bill is 
reduced by channelling profits 
through subsidiaries in no-tax 
or low-tax havens such as the 
Cayman Islands. 
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Re tail’s future: 
pop until you 
fr°Pi then do 


again 


Britain's biggest home 
. shopping company 
yestorday made a £l.6bn 
. takeover bid for Argos, 

the high street cataloaue 

retailer. 

The move is part of a 
trend towards “multi- 
■ channel” retailing under 
which shopping 
companies will target 
consumers using a 
Variety of methods 
including high street 
sh6ps, catalogues and 
new media such as 
interactive television. 
.Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports. 


The takeover offer has come 
from Great Universal Stores, 
which is best known as a tradi- 
tional operator of “big book” 
catalogues such as Kay’s and 
Choice as well as the Burberry 
-brand of upmarket clothing. 

One of the key reasons be- 
hind its Argos bid, is that GUS 
wants to target customers using 
as many different methods as 
possible. It is already Britain’s 
market leader in catalogue 
shopping. If it succeeds in buy- 
ing Argos it will control 400 
shops up and down the coun- 
try and be able to assemble an 
even better database of cus- 
tomers’ shopping habits. 

It is also in talks with tele- 
vision companies about selling 
its goods via television ch annels 
as the digital television era gets 
under way later this year. 

“Most retailers will be mul- 
ti-chamel,” says Lead Wolfeon, 
chairman of GUS. “They are all 
simply .ways of communicating 
with customers and giving them 
the widest possible choice.' 1 

Many retailers are adopting 
■similar strategies. Asda is keen 
to launch its own television 
channel - it wants to use a 
QVC-style format to sett its 


non-food ranges - and Little- 
woods ls trying to assemble a 
consortium of retailers to run ■ 
? TV channel possibly to co- 
incide with the launch of dim- 
tal television later this year. 

■ Marks & Spencer is moving 
into mail-order shopping with 
its clothing ranges. The Burton 
Group, which is now known as 
Arcadia and owns chain stores 
like Tbp Shop, Dorothy Perkins 
and Principles, has launched a 
range of catalogues for each of 
its main trading formats. Mean- 
while a host of re tail ere are al- 
ready successfully selling their 
products over the Internet. 

Industry experts suggest that 
“cash rich, time poor” con- 
sumers will increasin gly be will- 
ing to pay a little extra for the 
convenience of home shop- 
ping. 

Argos represents a good 
target for a catalogue group 
seeking high street exposure. Its 
400 shops tend to be slightly off 
the high street but still attract 
millions of shoppers with its of- 
fer of top brand names at low 
prices. It has a strong brand 
name and is also a “destination 
shop"’ for anyone seeking a 
new kettle or toys for Christmas. 
But the group has been under 
pressure recently as rivals have 
eaten away at its key markets 
of toys, jewellery and small 
electrical appliances. 

Analysts have suggested that 
while Argos was a popular 
place to shop during the re- 
cession because of its low 
prices, some customers have 
been deterred by its function- 
al shops and relatively low lev- 
els of service. Some have also 
criticised the system of pur- 
chasing under which customers 
have to fill in order forms, 
queue to pay and then queue 
again at another counter to col- 
lect the item. 

Argos, meanwhile, has re- 
jected the GUS bid as “oppor- 
tunistic.” It is in an awkward 
position as its chief executive is 
seriously ill and is undergoing 
a course, of treatment. 



Chow vain? Caterer 
to the stars celebrates 
a life in woks of art 
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Michael Chow portrayed: Top, Keith Haring* M Chow as Green Prown in a Bowl of Noodle (1986); left. Double Hj* 55 
Buddha signed and marked with dollar signs by Andy Warhol (1982); right, photograph by Francesco ScavuDo (1978) 


Michael Chotw. the 

restaurateur, is 

celebrating 30 
serving Chinese ***! 
to celebrities by 
putting his valuable 
collection of POP-*^ 
portraits of himself on 
display. 

jury examines 

how Hr Chow is 

depicted by And/ 

Wsurh^Ovnd 

Hockney and friends. 

In one of flB no*®™®?*? 
collections of recent ones, 
the fare of Mr Chow s tore 
out in the distinctive styl<» of 
the artists who socialised at 
his eponymous restaurant 
Some were commissioned 
by Michael Chow himself, 
others really were exchanged 
for dinner, either in tbeong- 
inal Knigfatsbridge Mr Chow 
or those he opened later in 
New York and Los . Ar ’f ; ^?' 
Keith Haring depicted Mr 

Chow as a prawn in the artist s 

favourite dish, green prawn m 

a bowl of noodle. There is a 

self-portrait photograph, and 
photos by Helmut Newton 
who wrote on one: “You stick 

to the noodles and I take the 

snaps! Love Helmut”. 

An even longer list of 

artists from Francis Bacon to 

Howard Hodgkin doodled m 
the “artist book” which was 
kept in the restaurants and 
features in the film Basquiai 
- made last year - in which 
David Bowie played Andy 
Warhol 

Now, in an extraordinary 
blitz of publicity, the collec- 
tion of around 30 works is be- 
ing brought together from his 
home and restaurants for the 
first time to mark three 
decades in business. 

This month it is on display 
in Los Angeles. Next October 
it comes to the London 
gallery of oldfnend James 
Mayor where it will be 
launched with a suitably star- 
packed party. In a similarly 
i imm odest accompanying ges- 
ture, celebratory postcards list 


the stars from Muhammad 
Ali to ZZ Tbp who have 
supped chez Chow. 

When the first restaurant 
opened for business m 
Knightsbridge, south-west 
London, on dentine’s Day 

1968, Mr Chow was credit- 
ed with merging east and 
west, seiving Peking cuisine 
to celebrities who included 
Lauren Bacall, Marlon Bran- 
do, John Lennon and Mae 
West in meticulously de- 
signed surroundings. 

He went on to become a 
celebrity himself, marrying 
four times including once to 
the model Tina Chow, who 
later died from Aids, and act- 
ing in the James Bond film 
You Only Live Twice. Now in 

his 60th year, he lives in Los 

Angeles. 

Philippe Gamer, a Sothe- 
by’s expert in 20 th-century 
decorative art, became Mr 
Chow’s friend when the 
restaurateur was one of the 
great collectors of art deco 
furniture and he has written 
the introduction to the cata- | 
logue of the collection. He in- 
sisted yesterday that Michael 
Chow was far from the ego- 
centric that having so many 
portraits might suggest 

“It's not like that because 

he has got a great sense of hu- 
mour. He was very deter- 
mined building the collection, 
but he managed to do it with 
a certain wit and a certain 
flair that defuses any pre- 
tentiousness and pomposi- 
ty,” Mr Gamer said. 

“In every case they have 
grown out of either friendship 
or a mutual respect I don’t 
think he’s ever gone cold to 
an artist he doesn’t know.” 

A spokeswoman for Mr 
Chow said that be had always 
had a great affinity with 
artists. “Right from the be- 
ginning, artists would paint in 
exchange for dinner. I 
wouldn’t like to put a value 
on the collection but it’s very 
valuable,” she said. 

Asked whether it did not 
appear somewhat egotistical 
to have so many portraits of 
himself, she said: “He’s a 
most self-effacing men. It’s 
not really an ego trip at all.” 


Tying the knot in the dome of delight 


mm 


Couples may be able to 
exchange millennial 
wedding vows in Peter 
Mandelson* dome, it 
was revealed yesterday. 
But, Fran Abrams reports, 
buildings licensed for 
civil weddings must be 
both dignified and 
permanent. Will the 
Greenwich exhibition fit 

the bill? : 

f 

There will be surfball games. 
There will be the chance to 
scramble inside a huge human 
body." And now - maybe - 
there will be nuptials. 

The New Millennium Ex- 
perience Company, in charge of 
the do nfMt . bans confirmed it is 
thinking of setting aside a part 
of its buffing for couples who 
want a novel place to tie the 
knot. - - 


Under new rules introduced 
in 1995, the owners of “seem- 
ly” buildings can apply to coun- 
cils for permission to host 
weddings. The only question is 
whether a lOOOft-wide Teflon- 
coated tent is a suitably sombre 
setting for something as serious 
as matrimony. 

A spokesman for the 
NMEC said that it had decid- 
ed to look into the possibility 
after it was suggested in a let- 
ter from Richard Heller, a Mail 
on Sunday columnist 

“As a result of his letter we 

have decided to check out what 

the situation is for the licens- 
ing of non-religious buildings 
and non-register offices for 
weddings. But nothing has 
moved on it yet” he said. 

He added that the exhibi- 
tion’s organisers must ensure 


uit uuuvwc r , _ . 

lowed Guidance published by 
the Registrar General show 
that it is m fact fairly simple. 


The owner of a suitable 
building must simply apply to 
his or her local authority, leav- 
ing Lime for an inspection and 
a 21-day grace period to allow 
objections to be made. 

However, the criteria for the 
type of buikfing that can be used 
raises more questions. Premis- 
es must “observe the dignity of 
the occasion,” the guidance 
says. 

“Suitable premises may in- 
clude hotels, stately homes, 
civic buildings and other simi- 
larly prestigious premises. This 
means that marriages will not 

be able to take place in the open 

air, in a tent, marquee or any 
other temporary structure.” 

So, is a dome with a 25-year 
lifespan permanent enough for 
marriage? A spokeswoman for 
its local authority, the London 
Borough of Greenwich, 
thought it probably would be. 

“A civil ceremony is some- 
thing quite serious and we 


wouldn’t want anything frivo- 
lous, but if it was a suitable pro- 
posal we would look at it We 
can’t see any problem regard- 
ing the temporary nature of the 
building," she said. 

Discussions are continuing 
on the provision of a religious 
ate within the dome, but this 
will be separate from any place 
set aside for secular weddings. 

The NMEC’s spokesman 
said that the Lambeth Group, 
a co mmi ttee of advisers over- 
seen by the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, had said that it would 
be difficult to provide a church, 
chapel or temple within the 
dome. Any such site would 
need to be multi-faith and 
- there was no precedent for a 
church which embraced Ju- 
daism, Christianity, Islam and 
the Hindu and Sikh religions. 
Instead, it was likely that a mean 
would be set aside for prayer 
and quiet reflection by people 
of all faiths. 


Agony aunt gets it 
wrong over gays 
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Bliss under the Dome? 


Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 


An article in which Anne 
Atkins, the newspaper agony 
aunt and vicar’s wife, claimed 
that “a gay man is 17 times more 
likely to be a paedophile than 
a straight man” has been criti- 
cised by the Press Complaints 
Commission. 

The polemic, published in 
the Sun. was judged to have 
failed to distinguish between 
comment, conjecture and fact. 
Seven people had complained 
to the commission. 

Ms Atkins, who normally 
writes for the Daily Telegraph , 
first shot to national promi- 
nence when she used Radio 4’s 
“Thought for the Day” slot to 
accuse the Church of England 
of being soft on gays. 

She and her clergyman bus- 
band, Shaun, were also in the 
news recently when their 12- 
year-old daughter disappeared 


from their home in south-west 

London. She was reunited with 
her parents 36 hours later. 

Both Ms Atkins and the 
Sun had&oodby her recent of- 
fending article, citing academ- 
ic research to support the 
assertions. But the com- 
plainants maintained that she 
had drawn upon American 
studies which were flawed. 

They were also outraged by 
her suggestion that “the life ex- 
pectancy of a gay man without 
fflVis a shocking 43 years”. A 
government written answer 
confirmed that such a statistic 
had no official foundation since 
a person’s sexuality is not 
recorded at death registration. 

The Sun had offered to pub- 
lish a clarification, but this was 
rejected by the commission as 
inadequate. 

— Rob Brown, Media Editor 
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Blair intervention saves Barts from closure 


Yesterday’s decision to 
save St Bartholomew’s 
hospital, Britain’s oldest, 
was hailed as a triumph 
by some and an act of 
political cowardice by 
others. Jeremy Laura nee and 
Anthony Bevins chart the 
bitter disagreements 
that lay behind the 


The derision to save Barts was 
taken by Tony Blair in the face 
of opposition from the Treasury 
and some of his personal ad- 
visers, it emerged yesterday. 

The Prime Minister, whose 
three children were bom at 
the hospital, pledged shortly af- 
ter he took over as Labour 
leader that the facilities at Barts 
should be “preserved forever”. 

Ignoring protests that run- 
ning two teaching hospitals in 
one of the most deprived areas 
of the country would swallow re- 
sources needed for GP and 
community care, he answered 
an appeal from Frank Dobson, 
Secretary of State for Health, 
that in the 50th anniversary year 
of the NHS a Labour govern- 
' meat could not dose one of the 
world's best-known hospitals. 

Mr Dobson announced in the 
Commons yesterday that Barts 
would continue providing its 
current range of specialist ser- 
vices for seven to eight years 
while a new 900-bed hospital is 
buQt on the Whitechapel site of 
the Royal London hospital 

It would then become a spe- 
cialist centre for heart and can- 
cer patients similar to the Royal 
Marsden and Royal Brompton 
hospital 1 ; in west London. The de- 
cision is in line with recommen- 
dations in the review of London's 
health services, commissioned by 
the Government last June and 
published yesterday. 

Consultants and patients at 
Barts were delighted that the 
five-year campaign to save it had 
succeeded, but GPs warned 
that it could spell disaster for the 
local community. 

Mike Besser, professor of 
medicine at the hospital who 
spearheaded the campaign in its 
early stages, celebrated yester- 
day with Brian Sedgemore, the 
local MP. “It is a great day. Barts 
will be here forever,” he said. 



Continuing care: A nurse takes a patient's blood pressure at St Bath olo mew’s hospital which is now fating a much brighter future 


Photograph; Tom Riston 


The hospital, founded in 
1123, has survived an attempt 
by Henry Vm to sell it off Ger- 
man bombs during the war, and 
now the 1993 decision of the 


previous government to axe it 
following the Ibralinson review 
of London's health services. 
The accident and emergency de- 
partment was closed jD 19 95. 

The Tomlinson review con- 
cluded that London had too 
many hospital beds compared 
with the rest of the country and 
recommended 1^00 should 
close. Because of Barts' loca- 
tion. between Guys to the south, 
the Royal London to the east 
and University College to the 
west, it became the target. 

The new review, chaired by 
Sir Leslie Turn berg, former 


president of the Royal College 
of Physicians, has concluded 
that London is no longer 
overbedded. Mr Dobson told 
the Commons: “The Govern- 
ment has therefore abandoned 
the presumption we inherited 
from our predecessors that 
London is overprovided with 
acute hospital beds. As a result 
any future changes in bed num- 
bers will be in line with those in 
the rest of the country." 

The saving of Barts is, how- 
ever, die second-best of two 
options put forward in the re- 
view. The first option, which the 
review panel describe as “the 
favoured solution clinically” 
would involve dosing Barts and 
centralising its facilities in a 
new 1,200-bed hospital on the 


Whitechapel site. However, the 
panel members feared that a new 
hospital of that size, which would 
have been the largest to be built 
in Europe for 20 years, was un- 
realistic. They feared that, if it 
were scaled down and Barts 
was still dosed that would be the 
“worst possible outcome”. 

lo avoid this they proposed 
the two-site solution, retaining 
Barts as a specialist hospital. But 
they warn: “The key question is 
how much more expensive 
would it be to run a two-site ver- 
sus a one-site operation?’’ 

No figures were forthcoming 
from ministers, yesterday, but a 
spokeswoman for the Royal 
Hospitals Trust, which favoured 
dosing Barts, said it bad been es- 
timated at an extra £26m a year. 


£l40m boost for health care in London 


Two members of the five strong London 
review panel are understood to have had 
second thoughts after they agreed the 
final report last November. Although they 
put their nam es to the recommendation 
that Barts should dose they later said they 
believed the extra cost of m aintaining 
Barts would be better invested in GP and 
mental health services in the capital which 
are among the worst in the country. 

Yesterday, Frank Dohson recognised 
their concerns by announcing an extra 
£140m for those services over the next four 
years, with £30m allocated next year, al- 
though this win not be new money and will 
be taken from elsewhere m the NHS bud- 
get He added that he was accepting all 


the other recommendations of the review. 

The panel looked at hospitals across 
the capital but with particular emphasis 
on three, including Barts. In south-west 
London, Queen Mary’s hospital is to be 
replaced by a community hospital. In east 
London, it favoured developing a new 
hospital at Oldchurch hospital, rather 
than Harold Wood. 

Mr Dobson said the proposals “pro- 
vide a firm foundation for a 10-year pro- 
gramme to provide London with' a 
modem and dependable health ser- 
vice” But John Maples, the Tories' 
health spokesman, said: “This is not sav- 
ing Barts, but saving face for Labour.” 

— Jeremy Laurence, Health Editor 


Carriers take Whitehall to court over noise limits at airports 


Government proposals to turn 
Heathrow into the quietest 
major airport in the world are 
to be challenged by carriers. 
Rondeep Romesh, Transport 
Correspondent, reports on the 
battle to keep Britain's skies quiet. 


The world's biggest airlines announced a 
High Court challenge yesterday a gains t 
tough new government noise limits for air- 
craft leaving from Heathrow, Gatwick and 
Stans Led airports. 

Robert Ayling, the chief executive of 


British Airways, has already warned min- 
isters that the controversial proposed lim- 
its would cost the flag carrier £230m a year 
- a third of its profits. 

According to the directors of the In- 
ternational Air Transport Association 
(LATA), the moves would see Paris and 
Madrid replacing Heathrow as London’s 
main international airport. Last year 
Heathrow handled more than 56 million 
passengers in 12 months. 

“We have been to see minis ters in Eu- 
rope and they have listened. The British 
government were completely unsympa- 
thetic,” said William Gaillard, a director of 
LATA. Mr Gaillard said that IAEA lawyers 


would be seeking leave for a judicial review 
of the Government’s proposals later this 
week. 

The new limits, put forward in a con- 
sultation paper last November, would 
force passenger jets to be at least three deci- 
bels quieter than at present during the day, 
and only emit 87 decibels at night. 

“It is technically unfeasible.” said Mr 
Gaillard. “No plane can meet these targets 
- not even the latest jets.” 

Mr Gaillard added that the lower lim- 
its would rule out many airlines’ most prof- 
itable services - which see jets leaving fully 
loaded from Heathrow to destinations in 
Asia and South America. 


LATA says that airlines will instead di- 
vert aircraft to European capitals and 
then see passengers taking smaller, quieter 
planes to London. 

“There is plenty of space at other Eu- 
ropean hubs. Madrid has the go-ahead for 
five runways and Paris for four,” said Mr 
Gaillard. 

Airlines have already delayed the in- 
troduction of the limits, which were fitst pro- 
posed in 1996. In April last year, IATA won 
a high court case which forced, ministers to 
reconsider their original plans. 

But despite vigorous lobbying from Mr 
Ayling, who. advises the Government on the 
Millennium Dome and who is personally 


dose to the Prime Minister, transport min- 
isters have refused to budge. The industry 
has pointed out that the only aircraft which 
could meet the new limits are the latest Boe- 
ing 777s - which currently ferry passengers 
to the Caribbean and the Middle East. 

“These limits would mean that aircraft 
like the jumbo [Boeing 747] would be un- 
suitable to fly with the current passenger 
numbers they cany,” said Max Kingsley- 
Jones, commercial aviation editor of Flight 
Magazine. 

The Government remains unmoved. 
“Our position has not changed from the 
previous government’s.” said a spokesman 
for the Department of the Environment. 




Boys, 10, cleared 
of rape 


Two 10 -vear-oid boys accused of rap- 
ing a nine-year-old girl were cleared 
yesterday. The Old BaUey jury ao 
quitted the two boys, who were be- 
lieved to have been Britain’s youngest 
rape defendants, after a direction on 
the evidence by the judge. Mis Justice 

Braeewell- tJ1 * - 

Another 10-vear-old boy was also 
cleared of indecent assault in the al- 
leged attack at the boys’ primary 

school in May last year, ; 

Mis Justice Braeewell told the 
jury that there was a -Two-fold” rea- 
son for directing that there was no ev- 
idence for them to consider over -the 
rape allegations. 

Ope was that in the case of one of 
the boys accused of tape, the alleged 
victim “did not positively identify 
him” More fundamentally, said the 
judge, was the fact that during a po- 
lice interview with the girl a police of- 
ficer bad “asked a question that was 
both leading and wholly improper, 
which in effect put words into Ihe girFs 
mouth”. 

A third boy alleged to have raped 
her could not be prosecuted as be was 
just nine at the time and under the age 
of criminal responsibility. 

The two boys cleared of rape and 
a fourth boy, an 1 1-year-old cousin of 
the alleged victim, face a charge of in- 
decent assault and trial continues. All 
defendants bad denied all the charges. 


Prescott calls for 
pedal power 


Ministers have been told to “get on 
your bike" by John Prescott, the 
Deputy Prime Minister in charge of en- 
vironment, transport and the regions. 

MPs were told yesterday that min- 
isters have been urged in “green 
guidelines” by the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister's department to use public trans- 
port for business wherever possible and 
to walk or use their cycles for short dis- 
tances. 

Unfortunately for the Govern- 
ment's green image, officials at the de- 
partment could not think of a single 
minister who currently rides a bike to 
work. 

That is in marked contrast to the 
lories, who had the bicycling baronet. 
Sir George Young, the former trans- 
port minister, and David Willetts, a for- 
mer whip, in the front row of 
Whitehall push-bikers. 

There may be more MPs taking to 
tbeir bikes. The senior salaries review 
body last week recommended that MPs 
should be awarded a bicycle allowance 
to encourage them to leave their cars 
in the garage for constituency business. 


W African gangs 
using Internet 


West African organised criminals are 
using the Internet to obtain- tens of 
thousands of names and addresses as 
targets for fraud, it emerged yesterday. 

MIS and M16 are helping crack- 
down on the criminals, who are main- 
ly Nigerian, responsible for an 
estimated £3.5bn of fraud in the UK 
every year as well as drug tra ffick ing. 

The National Criminal Intelligence 
Service has set up a special section to 
combat the criminals who sent an es- 
timated 1 million letters which seek to 
con individuals and companies out of 
money. — Jason Bcnnetto 
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Cool Brit 


annia 


™8 ,ns to go cold 

on trendy Blair 


Has, Cool Britannia 
-turned its back on Blaj r ? 
; A Jading style guru 
(3 dismissed Labour’s 
attempts to schmooze 
wH* the glitterati, while 
one of Britain’s leading 
theatrical figures has 
again attacked Labour 
for not supporting the 
arts. Fran Abrams and David 
Lister report on dissent 
among those whom 

Blair would like to calf 

his own. 


In a bizarre twist of events, the 
head of a top fashion house gave 
a lecture to a right-wing think- 
tank tot night to complain that 
the Prime Minister was trying 
too bard to be trendy. 

Wayne Hemingway, chair- 
man of Red or Dead, told the 
Social Market Foundation that 
attempts to “rebrand” Britain 
as the epicentre of coolness 
were just “sad." 

“By simply inviting a few 
(mostly naff) pop stars and co- 
medians to drinkies at Number 
Tfen, the very people Blair is try- 
ing to impress will be turned afE,” 
he said. “It brings to mind those 
sad pictures of Harold Wilson 
with the Beatles and it certain- 
ly didn’t enamour Harold Wil- 
son to British youth." 

Showing “corny repeated 
pictures of raving at the Min- 
istry of Sound" to denote cool- 
ness was the 1990s equivalent 
of “god-awful" 1 970s postcards 
of King’s Road punks, he 
added. Most of Labour’s young 
MPs were less youthful than his 
grandmother, and she died 
three years ago. 

“Forward-thinking can live 
side-by-side with heritage. Let 
the parties of retired middle 
Americans with - their sad . 
anoraks and check slacks soak 
up our heritage while , their 


grandchildren discover a more 
Britain," he suggested! 

. Hemingway believes 
“ere is a widespread hacklash 
against the Labour govem- 
the creative industries, 
PoangforphotocallsisaU veiv 
welL but nothing is being of- 
fered m return, he told The 
independent. 

At the moment we are see- 
ing absolutely tons of publicity 
saying ‘Aren’t I cool and trendy, 
ere s no other government as 
cool and trendy in the world’ 
rhey haw got u> ^ 



‘Labour have got to start 
proving there is more 
substance apart from 
drinkies at No 10 ' 

Wayne Hemingway 

it. It’s very early days for 
Labour and we want them to 
succeed, but they've got to 
start proving there is some 
substance apart from drinkies 
at Number Tfcn.*’ 

Mr Hemingway's assault on 
new Labour's street cred is the 
latest in a string of attacks 
from the world of fashion, de- 
sign and pop and the theatre. 

First, Stephen Bayley re- 
signed as creative director of the 
Millennium Dome project and 
took the Government to task 
for market-testing its ideas by 
focus groups. 


Then last Sunday Alan 
McGee, the founder of Cre- 
ation Records and a £50,000 
donor to Labour before the 
election, told the Observer that 
Tony Blair was “all surface". 

Ten days ago Sir Peter Hall, 
the theatre director, used an 
awards ceremony attended by 
Chris Smith, Secretary of stale 
for Culture, Media and Sport, 
to bitterly attack the Govern- 
ment's Arts Council funding 
cut. Yesterday, Sir Peter ac- 
cused the Government of 
“dumbing down Britain" by 
minimising arts leaching in pri- 
mary schools. He made his re- 
marks as he launched the 
theatrical world’s own educa- 
tion initiative at the Theatre 
Royal Haymarket in the West 
End of London. 

“The other thing the Gov- 
ernment has done is lake mu- 
sic, art and drama off the 
priority list in primaiy schools, 
which I think is awful. This aw- 
ful thing will lead to the dumb- 
ing down of the nation. So we 
shan't need any an galleries, 
theatres or opera houses, which 
of course would be a great ben- 
efit from a cost-savings point of 
view," he told an audience of 
actors and supporters. 

Twelve leading directors and 
actors are giving their services 
free to offer talks and master- 
classes to drama students and 
secondary school pupils hoping 
to enter the profession. 

Afterwards Sir Peter said 
Labour's arts policy filled him 
with “utter dismay”. A friendly 
peer had asked him “not to rock 
the boat", he disclosed. “But I 
said ‘Where is the boat? I don't 
see a boat labelled Labour arts 
policy’" 

It was important young peo- 
ple should have no illusions 
about life in the theatre, he said, 
adding: “Being in the theatre 
isn't about glamour, easy op- 
tions and easy money - it’s 
about hard work, crucial disci- 
pline and often no money at all” 



Wheels for women: The launch issue of Nuts about Motoring and (right) a Sixties advertisement for the Mini ** 

Car magazine puts women in the driving seat for first time 


Britain^ first motoring 
magazine for women is 
to be launched in the 
spring. Clare Gamer gets a 
test drive. 


In 19%. more women than 
men aged between 18 and 25 
bought new cars. By 1999 the 
industry expects women be- 
tween 18 and 40 to be the dom- 
inant consumers in the car 
market. Women buy cars, love 
their care, bul they do not read 
about cars. Nuts about Motor- 
ing. the forthcoming female- 
friendly motoring magazine. 


believes it has spoiled a gap in 
the market. 

Helen Mound, the editor, 
is planning to “stick two per- 
fectly manicured fingers up at 
magazines which rave on 
about cars that snap knickcr 
elastic at five paces and com- 
pare automotive curves with 
Daryl Hannah's curves". She 
says that she is catering For 
people who “enjoy motoring 
as motorists, not as testos- 
terone-driven imbeciles". 

Nuts about Motoring hopes 
to attract arauerd 90,000 fe- 
male readers who are alienat- 
ed by the existing car press. 
“Unimaginative sexual innu- 


endoes designed to insult, 
ridicule or merely dig at the 
fairer sex have been far too 
easy for the motoring press 
since the first car company 
stuck a dolly bird on its new car 
in the Fifties," said Ms 
Mound, whose husband edits 
the magazine Performance 
Car. “You know, a girl on the 
bonnet of a big, red sports car 
is erotic, but you know, a giri 
driving the same car is a damn 
sight more erotic." 

The magazine is aimed at 
car-owning female drivers be- 
tween 21 and 40. The average 
reader would own a one-year- 
old car worth £8,000-£12.000, 


but aspires to exchange it in 
due course for one worth 
£15.000-30000. She favoure 
style speed of cars, but is 
- smar t with her money”. She 
enjoys driving and sees herself 
as competent behind the 
wheel. She is likdy to be in- 
dependent - the number of 
singl e women aged 18 to 40 
rose from 18 to 28 per cent 
from 1980 to 1990 -and suc- 
cessful -45 per cent of female 
graduates find work within 
six months compared with 40 
percent of men. 

Among the contributors 
win be Vicki Butier-Henderscm, 
co-presenter of BBC2’s mo- 


toring programme Top Gear , 
with a column “From lipstick 
to dipstick" 

Angela Giveon, the maga- 
zine’s managing editor, said: 
“We know the market. We 
make no apologies about be- 
ing female. We intend to cov- 
er interesting topics and teach 
women the art of negotiation. 
It is not patronising. It will save 
them money. 

“A car is the second biggest 
purchase a woman makes af- 
ter her home. Men are ex- 
pected to know about these 
things, but women haven't got 
the media to address them.” Ms 
Giveon said. 
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Banking with First Direct is free because we do not 
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday 
banking transactions, even if you’re overdrawn. And all 
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Blair: Ulster killings 
may go on even 
after settlement 


The possibility of Northern 
Ireland extremists continuing ■ 
their killing, even after a political 
settlement has been agreed, is 
built into the Government’s 
strategic thinking on the peace 
process. Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports Tony Blair’s views. 


The May deadline for agreement on the 
Northern Ireland peace process remains 
“realistic” and the Government was con- 
tinuing to work towards it, the Prime Min- 
ister's official spokesman said yesterday. 

One the eve of his visit to Washington. 
Mr Blair told American correspondents in 
London that President Clinton had been 
“as solid as a rock" in his support for the 
peace process, and relations with the Re- 
public of Ireland had never been better. 

The Prime Minister told the Washing- 
ton Post that he was more optimistic than 
he had been a week ago, though be was 
careful not to bank on a breakthrough. 

“It would be an immense historical 
achievement if we were to lay to rest hun- 
dreds of years of bloodshed and division.” 
he said, “but I remain stubbornly optimistic 
[that] it is possible to do so, but that may 
just be my nature rather than reality ...” 

Mr Blair gave a remarkably frank run- 
down on the process in his briefing with the 
American correspondents. “I think the two 
big things really are, first, to get an outline 
agreement of a lasting settlement and 
that is a matter of detailed negotiation that 


is now underway. That is the next big junc- 
ture for people making their choices. And 
the second thing is dearly that you then put 
that in a referendum to the people of North- 
ern Ireland There will bea referendum in 
the Republic of Ireland, too. 

“ It is not a statement of the obvious that 
if you get both those dungs done, you are 
through and home and dry. But I think that 
if those two things are done, it becomes vir- 
tually impossible for anyone to argue chat 
the will of the people has not been clear.” 

However, the Prime Minister then 
added: “If you manage to do that. It 
doesn't avoid the situation chat a few ex- 
tremists get back on to killing people, you 
can never tell; the history of Northern Ire- 
land is that people are prepared to do that 
irrespective of whether there is any popu- 
lar support for what they are doing at alL 

“But I think it makes it very difficult for 
anyone who is engaged in violence to' 
achieve any form of respectability once 
these two things have happened 

“It is important to realise that that is a 
very clear strategic objective; that you have 
got to gel to the stage where you have built 
such a strong set of democratic ramparts, if 
you like, around the situation there, that they 
cannot be stormed any longer by fanatics who 

want to wags war on the democratic process.” 

As for the recent spate of killings, Mr 
Blair said: “It is very difficult to have any 
policy of law enforcement that can deal with 
a situation where somebody just walks up 
to a taxi cab rank and shoots dead the first 
taxi driver they see. What do you do with 
people like that? We have just got to keep 
on working at the process ...” 



Mowlam’s dream of 
talks with no press 


Mo Mowlam would like 
to take Gerry Adams, 
David Trimble and the 
other Ulster leaders to a 
remote island to try and 
reach a peace settlement. 
Cofin Brawn, Chief Political 

Correspondent; reports 

that a venue hi 
Scandinavia is more likely. 


the final session <<ta 3^ 9* 
down to real negotiations, said 

a Dublin source. _ 

“There is a feeling around 

that if you la* “P “ t J e ' 
same room, you can make 

progress.” 

Ms Mowlam became con- 
vinced during the three days 

when the talks swiped to Lon- 
don that the press was becom- 
ing one of Che obstacles to 


Mo Mowlam at a press call after the exclusion from the London tafles of the Ulster Democratic Party 


More progress could be made 
if the various party leaders 
were to sit down with each 
other miles away from the near- 
est television camera, the Sec- 
retary of State for Northern 
Ireland believes; 

The Dayton, Ohio, peace 
talks which brought the warring 
factions together over Bosnia 
could become a model for the 
multi-party negotiations on a 
la sting peace settlement for 
Northern Ireland. 

The parties were taken to an 
airbase in Ohio in 1995 to reach 
a settlement, and Ms Mowlam 
believes that something similar 
could be good for the multi-par- 
ty talks on Ulster. 

But the problem is where 
should she take them to get 
away from the press? 

Bertie Ahern, the Irish 
Prime Minister, has suggested 
they should hold the final round 
of talks in a neutral country, 
such as Finland or Austria. 
Norway has also been suggest- 
ed. “Hie is keen on the possibility 
of moving somewhere else for 


men! between the parties. The 
SDLF delegation also com- 
plained that the press were be- 
coming part of the problem. 

In the privacy of the nego- 
tiating room at Lancaster 
House, the party Jeadere 
dropped their public animosi- 
ty and got down to business. 

But after each session, each 

of the parties would brief the 
press against the others at the 
talks. Gerry Adams claimed 
that Ken Maginnis, a member 
of Mr Trimble’s team, had re- 
fused to speak to him, saying: 
“1 don’t speak to murderers.” 

Ms Mowlam felt the talks 
had gone well, but the impres- 
sion in much of the live televi- 
sion coverage was that they 
were going badly. She has pri- 
vately felt exasperated at the 
“bandstanding” of the parties 
for the benefit of the cameras. 

The talks are due to recon- 
vene in a fortnight in Dublin. Ms 
Mowlam has joked about host- 
ing the final talks on an island 
in the Arctic but that would not 
stop the Ulster leaders postur- 
ing to the polar bears. 


Armed forces will be exempt from the minimum wage 


The armed forces are to be excluded from 
the minimum wage, the industry minister 
Ian McCartney announced yesterday. 

The move represented a defeat for the 
Department of Trade and Industry in the 
face of demands from the Ministry of De- 
fence that soldiers, sailors and airmen 
should be treated as exceptional cases. 

As 77ie Independent reported last De- 
cember, the DTI put up a strong resistance 
to the claims. It feared that if the forces were 


allowed to opt out then other groups 
would demand similar treatment 

Three weeks ago the President of the 
Board of Trade. Margaret Beckett, wrote to 
the Conservative industry spokesman John 
Redwood to confirm that the Bill would cov- 
er “all workers in the UK above compulsory 
school age”. But yesterday, Mr McCartney 
told the standing committee on the National 
Miiiirnum Wage Bill that he expected to an- 
nounce details of the exemption soon. 


MoD officials said that it would be hard 
to allocate an hourly minimum to those in 
the forces because they were paid a daily 
rate 365 days a year, reflecting the fact that 
they were always available for duty. Simi- 
lar exemptions already existed in the Unit- 
ed States and some other European 
countries. 

A spokesman for ibe DTI confirmed 
that the Government had put down 
an amendment to the Bill because of 


the “unique circumstances” of serving 
personnel. 

The Government withdrew a clause on 
serving personnel from the committee 
stage discussions of the BQI so that MPs 
could have more time to debate it later, a 
Government spokesman said. 

Mr Redwood said that the announce- 
ment represented a victory for new Labour 
over old Labour. “Why is a Tbrnmy not 
worth the mronnuna wage?” he asked. “Mrs 


Beckett has been humiliated by the Sec- 
retary of State for Defence. She did not wish 
to exempt our troops but she's been forced 
to do so. 

“This will not be the last retreat she is 
going to make over this dangerous terrain,” 
he added. 

Diane Abbott, the Labour MP for 
Hackney North and Stoke Newington, 
described the development as “worrying.” 
“Once you allow an exemption you are 


opening the door to a flood of others.” she 
said. 

David Chidgey, Liberal Democrat trade 
spokesman, said: “We need to consider the 
armed forces as a separate issue but the feet 
that the Government is coining to the com- 
mittee at a late stage to put forward a re- 
timetabling shows that they have not 
thought this through in advance.” 

— Fran Abram. 

. . Political Correspondent 
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It 


Drought 



squib as 
water 
levels 
return 



Prophets of gloom 

confounded 


"The South-east of England will face a 
very cfifficult summer If we do not get 
at least 75 per cent of normal winter 

rainfall.'* - Dr Geoff Mance, water 
management dhief of the 
Government’s Environment Agency, 

November 1997. It did 

"There’s no way we can say the 

drought is over.” - Mike Vfalker. head 

of policy for the Wfarer Companies 

Association, July 1997. He was 
speaking after the wettest June in 
more than 100 years. 

"We would expect less rain to fan 
here as the climate changes 
world-wide, but not this much — 
already greater than we’d anticipate," - 

Dr Geoffrey Jenkins of the 

Meteorological Office’s Hadley Centre 
for Climate Prediction, May 1997. 

“Our climate is inherently capndous, 
but lately It does seem to have been 
moving cowards the extremes of its 
range," _ Terry Marsh, of the Institute 
of Hydrology, April 1997. 
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■ Across England, a year of 
above-average rainfall 
has ended the drought, 
leaving reservoirs 
brimful, rivers with 
healthy flows and water 
tables rising. Even the 
water companies came 
close to accepting that 
water is no longer in 
short supply, says Nicholas 
Schoon, Environment 
Correspondent. 


With hindsight, the drought 
cracked last February when Eng- 
land and Whies had nearly half 
as much above the average rain- 

- fall for that month. That followed 
a remarkably dry January when 
the douds delivered a meagre 17 
percent of the month’s long-tenn 
average rainfall. 

But that was the end of rL 
Seven of the past 12 months 
have had above-average rainfalL 
In the year up to the end of Jan- 
uary, Meteorological Office 
? record s show that England and 
Wales have had 3 per cent 

- above an average year’s rainfalL 

The ram has returned almost 
everywhere. Only one region, 
the rainy North-west, has had 
less than its average yearly 
rainfall over the past 12 m on ths. 

Most rivers have normal or 


One year's rainfall 

England and Wales, Feb 97 - Jan 98 

Region . ' RalnW 

mm 

%.jrrarapB 

rainfall 

Angfian 685 

116 

Horitatttatan 882; 

.104 

North West 1187 

99 

Southern 888 

114 & 

Sevan Trent 842 

111 1 

South Wfesti 1185,-. 

101.. | 

Thanes 723 

105 i 

Welsh .. •' 1355 

103 1 

Wessex 924 

111 | 

Yorkshire ' . 907 

-■ iio 3 


above-normal flows for the 
time of year, the Government's 
Environment Agency says. The 
majority of the water companies 
are reporting that their reser- 
voirs are fuller than usual for 
this time of year, with drought- 
prone Southern saying its reser- 
voirs are 100 per cent fall. 

“There’s no doubt that the 
substantial rainfall has brought 
to an end the historic. 30 
months dry period,*' said a 
spokesman for the Wfeier Ser- 
vices Association, which rep- 
resents nine of the 10 big water 
companies. But it is still ap- 
pealing for customers not to use 
water wastefally, and says that 
it is hoping for the next three 
months to have average or 
above-average rainfall in order 
for groundwater levels to return 
to normal everywhere. 

In some places - such as 
Gloucestershire - they are now 
well above average for the time 
of year. But there are a few 
places where the water table in 
the chalk aquifers is still far be- 
low its normal level for late win- 
ter, including Hertfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and 
Norfolk. The drought is now 
reduced to a few pockets,” said 
Tfcrry Marsh, who monitors wa- 
ter resources for the Institute 
of Hydrology in Wallingford. 

None the less, nearly 3 mil- 
lion people are still covered by 
hose-pipe or sprinkler bans, or 
both. Southern W&ter said it was 
“almost certain” to lift its sprin- 
kler ban covering 800,000 peo- 
ple in parts of East and West 
Sussex within weeks. 

Neither Essex and Suffolk 
Waiter, nor Sutton and East Sur- 
rey Water, in south London, 
have any short-term plans to lift 
their bans, which cover 1.7 mil- 
lion people and 270,000 
respectively. Both said pound- 
water sources they relied on 
were still extremely low for the 
time of year. 


Ministers delay 
ban on raw milk 


Moves to ban the sale of 
raw milk have been 
delayed, the 
Government has 
announced. Heavy 

representation by 

industry and consumers 
has forced the Ministry 
of Agriculture to put off 
its decision. Qenda Cooper, 
Consumer Affairs 
Correspondent reports. 

The Government's proposal s 

ban the .sale of raw cows’ milk 
has been postponed after min- 
isters decided to extend the con- 
sultation period. 

The dedsaon was taken af- 
ter the ministty received re- 
quests. . from many small 
businesses to attend it, blaming 
the Christmas break for mak- 
ing it difficult for fanners to 
comment TBe ministty said it 
was extending the consultation 
period on the proposed ten by 
■three weeks so the new dead- 
line for comments will be 24 
February.. -- 

“It is important that there is 

‘ *1 - — .:*xrfrvr'\H-TWf 


minister. "Protecting con- 
sumers remains our first prior- 
ity but in these exceptional 
circ umst ances we have extend- 
ed the consultation period.” 

The move comes amid att- 
icism of the Government’s de- 
cision to ban sales of beef on the 
bone, imposed after a consul- 
tation period of only seven days. 

The milk ban in England was 
proposed last November fol- 
lowing advice to ministers from 
independent scientists that the 
untreated milk could contain 
potentially harmful bacteria. 
Letters were sent out to 180 
representative organisations 

and interested parties. Similar 
consultation exercises are tak- 
ing place in Wkles and North- 
ern Ireland. The sale of raw 
cows’ drinking milk has been 
banned in Scotland since 1983- 

It sparked opposition from 
fanners who claim labels al- 
ready ensure consumers are 
warned about the risks of tok- 

ingLhe milk. Sir Juhan Rose, 

finnan of the Association of 

andConsumers, sank Some 
half a million consumers enjoy 



rank producers and consumers equivalent and any 

to have, the chance to mate ^ ^ wffl have to 

Sr^Tood^ stop drinking mflk altogether. 
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“It had all these... things” stutters 


<< -r 5 


incoherent eyewitness I ye never seen 


so much equipment for £12,740.’ 







The Citroen Xantia Temptation 2 from £12,740: Features include: 

+ Air conditioning. 4- Remote central locking. + rower steering. A Alarm. A Electric front windows. A Driver’s airbag. 
A 6 speaker RDS radio cassette. A Front fog lights. A Body coloured bumpers and mirrors. A 16 valve engine. 
A One of a range of limited edition Xantias available now. A With a choice of petrol or diesel. A Saloon or estate 

The Citroen Winter Phe none non 

For more information call our Winter Hotline'; 0800 262 262. 'NOW there's something YOU DON'T see every year- 


CORRECT AT HUE OF GOING TO PRESS. CAR SHOWN UNITED EDITION CITROEN XANTIA U1 1BV TEMPTATION 2 SALOON, 02.710 ON THE ROAD. TXAVT1A TEMPTATION 2 TURBO DIESEL SALOON C12.8K ON THE ROAD. XANTIA TENPTATtOii , 

IwiTciMM ON THE ROAD. ON THE ROAD PRICES INCLUDE £650 FOR VAT, DELIVERY, NUMBER PLATES AND TWELVE MONTHS ROAD FUND LICENCE. OPTIONAL *FTALUC PAINT SHOWN AT EXTRA COST (£2M). LIMITED EDITION MODELS S UBJECT TOAVA^jrLJTY 
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Morals , tables and technology: why this is the best junior school in Britain 


Frank Haverty. the head teacher of Si 
Thomas More primary school in Coven- 
try, is happy to describe himself as some- 
one who has worn the same style clothes 
for more than 20 years, until they came 
back into fashion. 

St Thomas More has itself continued 
to use relatively traditional teaching 
methods despite the dominance of pro- 
gressive education for much of the lime 
since Mr Haverty became head teacher 
in 1971. Set in a suburb of the city, the 
Roman Catholic school is one of 159 
schools which gained an excellent report 
from the education watchdog and which 
have been named in the Chief Inspector 
of Schools' annual report. 

The school's Ofcted report, published 
last June, said that roost of its 380 pupils 
achieved well above the standards expected 
nationally in core subjects, including Eng- 
lish. maths and science. Progress in other 
subjects was also praised as was the 
behaviour of the children, and their atti- 
tudes to learning and moral development 

Forty-five per cent of teaching was de- 
scribed as very good or excellent and 95 
per cent was said to be sound. Mr Haverty 
and his governors believe that religious 
ethos is Lhe basis of the school's success. 


valuing the individual whilst making chil- 
dren aware of the importance of other peo- 
ple. This is supported tty a teaching style 
which includes traditional techniques 
such as learning multiplication tables by 
heart and whole-class teaching, although 
the school also uses modem methods like 
group work. It has absorbed a number of 
up-to-date ideas and has invested around 
£12,000 in a computer suite. The school’s 
approach is backed by well-motivated staff, 
and a partnership with parents and the 
local community. 

St Thomas More primary has a mixed 
catchment area that includes many mid- 
dle-class children. Only about 8 per cent 
of pupils have free school meals, compared 
with a national average of 16 per cent 

The school has a nursery on site which 
was built by Coventry City Council. The 
council spends more on education than 
the government recommends and this ex- 
tra funding has helped make budgeting 
easier, although Mr Haverty said the 
school could always use more resources. 

“We are traditional and make no apolo- 
gies for that but we are not too rigid," he 
said. “I always think if anything is too rigid 
it will snap, so we try to make school fun." 

The chairman of the governors, 


Monsignor Tom Gavin, said: "We have 
some dedicated staff and they have realty 
got an acknowledgement for what they 
have achieved." 

Louise Daniels, whose seven-year-old 
son Stephen and five-year-old daughter 
Helen go to the school, said: “Tfeacheis just 
seem to take a realty genuine interest in 
the children, the teachers have good stan- 
dards and they stick to them.” Mrs Darnels' 
son has mild autism and the school has 
been very supportive of his special needs. 

Mick Kelly, a publican, was pleased 
with the way his daughters Emma-leigh, 
aged nine and Nataleigh, aged six, were 
being taught. 

“St Thomas More runs very well, 
basically because of the strong moral 
beliefs and good teachers," he said. 

James O'Brien, a 10-year-old pupil at 
the school said he liked maths and com- 
prehension. “I think all our teachers are 
very good, she is there if you need help ” 
he said. 

Sarah Thberner. also aged 10, said: “My 
favourite subjects are history and art, 
my teacher is very good, she explains things 
to you and she interested me in those 
subjects.” 

— Matt Rodda 





Starting out: Children working in the reception class 



at St Thomas More school, Coventry Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 
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Middle-class children at 
schools in leafy suburbs 
are being let down by 
bad teaching, says 
| yesterday’s annual 
report of the Chief 
Inspector of Schools. 
But, overall, standards 
are rising, reports Judith 
Judd, Education Editor. 


"Education remains loo much 
of a lottery," says the report 
from Chris Woodhead, the 
chief inspector. Schools with 
similar intakes in both the in- 
ner cities and the suburbs are 
performing veiy differently. 

His report records that in 
some schools in affluent areas 
less than half of 11-year-olds are 
reaching the expected stan- 
dard in English, well below the 
national average. 

Mr Woodhead said yester- 
day: “Schools in the leafy sub- 
urbs have no excuse whatsoever 
for underachievement. These 
schools should be pushing the 
boundaries for children. Some 
don't." 

Overall, teachers are teach- 
ing better. Only around 12 per 
cent of lessons are poor com- 
pared with 16 per cent a year 
ago and around 30 per cent four 
years ago. 

Yet the proportion of bad 
schools remains unchanged. 
The problems of one in 10 
continue to be "desperately in- 
tractable", says Mr Woodhead. 

Overall, teaching is good in 
almost half of lessons and less 
than satisfactory in one in eight. 
Most bad teaching is to be 
found in classes of eight- and 
nine -year-olds in primary 
schools and among 13- and 14- 
year-olds in secondary schools. 

Despite the improvements, 
Mr Woodhead insisted that bis 
controversial figure for 13.000 
bad teachers still stood. 

Where schools are failing, 
the fault is often that of the 
head. One in six primary and 
one in 10 secondary heads - 


more than 3,000 overall - lack 
the drive and determination to 
give proper leadership. 

Mr Woodhead applauds a 
change in culture among teach- 
ers which has led to the agree- 
ment of teacher unions to new 
procedures for sacking bad 
teachers. “Four years ago, the 
idea that any teacher might be 
incompetent was dismissed as 
a ludicrous right-wing plot. 
Nobody now tries to defend the 
indefeusible." 

The culture change was 
dear, too, in the move towards 
more traditional teaching meth- 
ods, such as whole-class teach- 
ing, setting b y ability and more 
emphasis on the 3Rs. All have 
been backed by Mr Woodhead 
since he came into post four 
years ago. 

But primary schools must do 
even better if they are to 
achieve the Government’s am- 
bitious targets, the report says. 

Marking is not tough 
enough in some schools, Mr 
Woodhead said. Teachers either 
do not mark work or they fail 
to correct all the mistakes. 
Many do not use the informa- 
tion gained from assessment to 
help pupils. 

The report also suggests 
that the tests for seven-year-olds 
may be too easy. Pupils may find 
themselves struggling in junior 
schools because the tests pre- 
sent too rosy a picture. 

Stephen Byeis, the school 
standards minister, said: "This 
is good news. It is clear that 
schools are beginning to rise to 
the challenge which we have 
set them. However, there is 
still much work to be done. 
There can be no room for 
complacency." 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Tfeachers, said: "The chief in- 
spector seems to think he can 
switch on and off his approval 
of schools at random. Excel- 
lence should be celebrated but 
we have a very long way to go 
before trust can be restored 
between teachers and the chief 
inspector." 
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After the hype , 
British fashion 
lures the 
serious money 

After decades of hype and no substance, 
London fashion is finally being taken se- 
riously. Last week, Paul Smith, a world play- 
er in menswear with sales totalling £165m 
last year, announced that he would be show- 
ing his women’s collection on the calwalk 
for the first time later this month. And he 
has chosen London as the venue. 

Hussein Ghalayan, one of our most chal- 
lenging and innovative designers, announced 
that he had signed a three-season contract 
with American giant TSE Cashmere, and has 
also been signed up to design a capsule col- 
lection for the British chain Top Shop - who 
will in return sponsor his London catwalk 
show this month. Qiaiayan’s TSE New 
York collection will be shown on the cat- 
walk at New York Fashion Week at the end 
of March. 'Hie line is expected to make £4m 
wholesale in the first year. 

Meanwhile, Sonja Nuttali, a designer 
with the potential to be Britain’s answer to , 
Jll Sander, has gained sound financial back- 
ing and support for her company from 
British high-street supplier IntraporL 
Young designer. Owen Gaster, who has 
struggled to self-finance his past five col- 
lections, has won backing from the Italian 
manufacturer Casor, who will sponsor his 
show alongside BhS. And Antony Price, a 
fashion legend since the Seventies when he 


and their families are at risk from having 
their addresses made public and bending 
the rules so that they ran still vote. It is be- 
lieved that many others are sacrificing their 
suffrage rather than going on the roll. 

The Independent has been given a list 
of proposals from the Association of Elec- 
toral Administrators (AEA), which over- 
sees the compilation of the electoral roll 
throughout the country, which they have 
put to a government working party on elec- 
toral reform being chaired by George 
Howanh. the Home Office Minister. 

Apart from introducing a facility for 
anonymous registration, they call for trials 
of electronic voting. 

The AEA would also like disabled vot- 
ers to be allowed to vote away from the 
palling station crush and would like steps 


Sees, including 

EXCLUSIVE BY IAN BURRELL 


to be introduced so that blind voters 
could cast their vote in secret. 

John Turner, chairman of the AEA, 
said: “Change is needed now. Voter 
turnout must he improved. The election 
process must be modernised and im- 
proved or the organs of government will 
become more and more remote from the 
people they claim to represent.” 

His deputy, Colin Marshall, said: “Each 
registration officer knows that people arc 
not particularly happy that their details are 
public knowledge; prison officers, police 
officers, people at risk from their es- 


tranged husbands. Unlike foe councti tax, 
there is no anonymous registration al- 
though a number of electoral registration 
officers get by this. 

“Sometimes we put people in their 
maiden names, or police arc put in their 
wife's maiden name." 

He added: “It's technically wrong but 
I think that many election officers sym- 
pathise with people in this position. 1 per- 
serially know of people who have been 
traced by villains and either had their prop- 
erty vandalised or have been threatened. 

The Home Office working party will look 
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dressed Roxy Music, Jerry Hall, Mick Jag- 
ger and the Rolling Stones, as well as David 
Bowie, is the latest in a line of British de- 
signers rumoured to be in the running for 
the job as head of Versace Couture. 

The wacky ideas that have made London 
the creative capital of the fashion world are 
finally being turned into serious money. 


British designers became a viable com- 
mercial proposition when John Galliano 
was given the house of Givenchy to rein- 
vent. Then came Alexander McQueen, also 
at Givenchy, and Stella McCartney at 
Chloe. The traditional fashion houses 
have recognised that to capture affluent 
young customers and maintain any credi- 


bility beyond the millennium they need to 
buy-in young blood. The British fashion 
pack is the natural hunting ground. 

Antonio Berardu whose first collection 
for Italian leather company Ruffo is unveiled 

in Milan next month, is also rumoured to be 
up for the Versace job. But gossip links 52- 
year-old Antony Price with the Italian house. 


Price sent samp les of his work to Milan in 
Novenfoer bat says the deal is stifle “voy much 

up in the air”. Donatella Versace appeals h> 

be searching for a designer to keep the 
company’s made-to-measure, one-off 
couture business alive. There has not been 
an haute couture collection for Versace 
since her brother's death last year, despite 


or technical with little direct consequence 

for the voter.” . . . , 

The Independent has also obtained a 
copy Of the latest British electorate figures, 
compiled by the Treasury. 

They show that despite the activity that 
surrounded the nin-up to last Ma/s elec- . 
tion, when campaigns like Rock the Vote 
and Operation Black \fore aimed to attract 

the missingyoungand ethnic minority vot- 
ers. there are still nearly 2 million people 
missing from the electoral register 
By last February, there were 39,229,038 
people registered to vote, an “crease of 
235,000 from the previous year. But be- 
cause the population eligible to vote in- 
creased by 179 , 000 , the munber of wsang 
voters was only reduced by 56,000 
1,982,434. 


Ready to go: (clockwise from left} 
Antony Price, thought to be in the 
running for the top Versace post; 

Sonja Nuttali, lifted by sound 
financial backings John Galliano, ^ 
chief designer at Dior; and Hussein 
Chalayan, who has signed contracts 
with Top Shop and the American 
giant TSE Cashmere 

Photographs: Chris Moore/Ben Owes 

the launch of a cosmetics range which needs 

the publicity and kudos a couture coIlecDon 

brings* . 

Price has his own small-scale but thriv- 
ing couture business, based in London. IBs 
customers include Thra Palmer-Tbmkinson, 
Patsy Kenat, Jerry Hall and Anjeliea Hous- 
ton. And, like the late Gianni Vbsace, Antony 
Price is in the business of creating an illu- 
sion of perfection. The safety-pin dressthat 

Liz Huriey wore to the premier of /burlwfl' 

ding? arid a Funeral was the result of clever 
corse try. Women, even Liz Huriey, simply 
do not have bodies that go in and out in ex- 
actly the right places. But with a tittle help 
from Mr Price, anything is possible. 

“If I am given the money to do it, I wffl 
not fail,” said Price yesterday from his stu- 
dio where he is working on a collection to 
be shown at milliner Philip Treacy’s show 
during Fashion Week later this month. 

“The terrible thing that has always 
hampered me is not a lack of ideas ... but 
money. Putting on a catwalk show is like 
asking the world to a fantastic parly and 
spending the next five years paying it off. 
foetftttd of “staggering around on a British 

shoe string” the job at Versace would give 

foe resources to bring his ide^io life. “You 

could do fantastic things there,” he says. 

— Tamsin Blanchard 
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France's teachers strike 
against Socialist ‘treachery’ 


Half of the secondary 
school teachers In 
France went on strike 
yesterday to protest 
against reforms in the 
Western world’s most 
unwieldy education 
system. John Lichfield, who 
has children at a French 
school, takes the side of 
the education minister, 
Claude Allegre. 

Charlie, aged nearly eight, has 
just started to leant geometry 
by heart. The definition of “a 
line", he intones, is something 
which goes in one direction for 
ever; unless you put a capital A 
at one end and a capital B at 
the other and then it is not a line 
at all but only a part of a line. 

Turning to his French gram- 
mar book, wc learn, among oth- 
er things, that “the duckshave 
left the region". In his project 
work - a great innovation in pri- 
mary schools in France - he and 
his classmates have been pre- 
occupied. in stupefying horti- 
cultural detail, with the 
“life-cycle of the haricot bean". 

On Monday, there was no 
school: the teachers had de- 
clared a “day of concertation", 
a distressingly regular occur- 



Jospin: Had teachers' vote 


rence,when the teachers, as far 
as we can make out, talk among 
themselves. 

I should add that Charlie 
loves his school; the discipline, 
the curriculum, based on a 
rote -I earning more unbending 
than I experienced in England 
in the Fifties, appeals to a ju- 
venile sense of order which we 
had not previously suspected in 
him. For parents, the system, 
based on marks out of 10, is re- 
assuringly easy to follow. How- 
ever, the total absence of 
creativity, or independent 
thinking, something which 
marks French education right 
up to university level, is startling 
and disturbing. 

Among those that it disturbs 
is Claude Allegre, the son of 
teacheis, a former university 


professor, and now minister 
for education in the Socialist- 
led government of Lionel 
Jospin. Mr Allegre came to of- 
fice last June with a promise to 
“take the fat off the mam- 
moth’' of the French education 
system. 

He wanted to devolve the 
legendary central power of the 
education ministry -one of the 
largest civilian employers in 

Europe with 1 ,500.000 staff - to 

allow more decision-making 
and hiring at local and school 
level. That would mean alter- 
ing the age-old system under 
which teachers were allocated 
to schools throughout France by 
committees in Paris (on which 
the main teaching unions were 
heavily represented). He criti- 
cised the absenteeism of teach- 
ers and (hooray, for Mr 
Allbgre) their practice of 
awarding themselves study days 
in term time. 

He also started an inquiry 
into the curriculum which he 
described (perfectly) as “too 
ambitious and not demanding 
enough". Every French educa- 
tion minister tinkers with the 
school curriculum but there 
has been no fundamental 
change in approach, so it is 
said, since die 1880s. 

Mr Allegre said that he 
wanted to move towards a 


more orderly progression of 
learning. His researches, to the 
horror of the teachers, includ- 
ed asking children in French ly- 
c6es (16- to IS- year-olds) for 
their opinions. 

The whole All&gre pro- 
gramme is seen by many teach- 
ers and, crucially, by the unions 
as a treacherous attack on their 
status and privileges: treacher- 
ous because teacheis tend over- 
whelmingly to vote for the 
Socialist party and its allies. 

Yesterday’s strike - sup- 
ported by 50 per cent of sec- 
ondary teachers, not quite as 
many as the union leaders had 
hoped for - was the first 
barrage in what may prove to 
be a long war. It was aimed 
at different parts of the All&gre 
programme according to which 
unkm was involved. The largest 
teaching union, the SNES, 
is mostly incensed by 
the plan to decentralise hiring 
and firing of staff (which would 
remove much of the union’s 
power). 

But the dispute is seen, on 
both sides, as a battle to pre- 
serve acquired rights: a classic 
example of the mobilisation of 
the French forces of immobil- 
ism. It remains to be seen 
whether Mr AHggre, unlike his 
timid predecessors, will stick to 
his guns 
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Bossi talks of armed 
fight for secession 


Telephone taps on Italy's 
Northern League boss 
have revealed that 
Umberto Bossi planned 
to back up his threat of 
secession with violence, 
writes Andrew Gumbel in 
Rome 


It was exactly the compromis- 
ing evidence Italian prosecutors 
have been seeking to nail the 
northern separatist leader. For 
months they have been inves- 
tigating Umberto Bossi's 
Northern League for possible 
subversion of the state, looking 
high end low for a smoking gun 
- evidence that the party 
planned to back up its threats 
of secession from Italy with or- 
ganised violence. 

As was dear from the leak 
of documents to yesterday’s 
morning papers, they have at 
last hit on something. Transcripts 
from tapped telephone con- 
versations excerpted in the press 
produced numerous references 
by Mr Bossi and his followers 
to the need to organise street 
demonstrations and “beat up as 
many people as possible”. 

In one outburst to a party 
secretary from Venice, Mr 
Bosk looked forward to the day 
he could take his revenge on 
those political forces sow out 
to destroy him: “We’ll all have 
machine-guns in our hands, 
and it mil be an enormous plea- 
sure to despatch the maximum 


possible number of those pieces 
of s — to the next world." 

Although Mr Bossi and his 
40 fellow separatists under in- 
vestigation have yet to be sent 
to trial, the political world was 
quick to react to the leaked tele- 
phone taps with sentiments of 
unequivocal condemnation. 
“These are statements of ex- 



Bossb ‘We’ll have guns’ 


ceptionai seriousness," said 
Faibio Mussi, parliamentary 
floor leader of the main gov- 
ernment party, the left-wing 
PDS. “I urge all citizens of the 
north and especially those who 
vote for the League to make 
themselves beard and stop 
Bossi." 

The revelations were a clear 
embarrassment to the Northern 
League, which has in recent 
years stopped all public talk of 
“oiling the Kalashnikovs" and 
tried to depict its campaign for 
independence for the affluent 


north as a Gandhi-style strug- 
gle based on non-violence. 

Alberto Mazzonetto, the 
Venice secretary who had the 
“machine-gun" conversation 
with Mr Bossi, yesterday tried 
to explain away the strong lan- 
guage as no more than a joke, 
and strongly rejected a sugges- 
tion by the Verona-based pub- 
lic prosecutor, Guido Papalia, 
that the League leadership dis- 
played Fascist tendencies. 

But numerous public figures 
yesterday wondered what a 
magistrate was doing tapping 
the phone conversations of sit- 
ting parliamentarians without 
permission, and also how evi- 
dence supposedly kept sub ju- 
dice could find its way into the 
columns of the daily press. 

Mr Bossi's number two, 
Roberto Maroni, said his par- 
ty would consider suing Judge 
Papalia for violation of the con- 
stitution and the law on phone- 
tapping. The League would 
also boycott any trial in which 
its members were involved. 

It was' hard to tell just how 
serious the leaks might prove 
for Mr Bossi He is known for 
his flights of florid language, few 
of which seem to be backed up 
by concrete signs of menace. 

On the other hand, Mr 
Bossi's rhetoric has sharpened 
considerably of late. In a recent 
attack on Rome he described it 
as being filled with “pigs" and 
“bastards" - something which 
this week earned him a libel writ 
from the city’s mayor, 
Francesco Rutelll 


INDEPENDENT COMMISSION 
ON THE VOTING SYSTEM 

The Independent Commission on the Voting System, chaired by Lord Jenkins of 
Hilihead, is seeking views on alternatives to the current “first-past-the-post” 
system of elections to the House of Commons. 

The Commission would welcome reasoned submissions in writing from anv 
person or organisation interested in the subject. 

The Commission’s terras of reference are> 

"Ibt Commission will be fire Ho consider and recommend any appropriate system 
or combination of systems m recommending an alternative to the present system 
for Parliamentary elections to be put before the people m the Government's 
referendum. 

Tbt Commission shall observe the requirement for brand proportionality, the need 
for stable government, an extension of voter choice and the mamterunue of a link 
between MPs and geographical constituencies. " 

Written submissions should be brief, and sent soon (before the end of February 
if at all possible) to the Independent Commission on the Voting System at- 

6th Floor, Clive House, Petty France, LONDON SWlH 9HD 
or e-mailed to: votmgcom@holis.demon.co.uk 
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"J" anr »il terror 
blights Prince’s 

St*i Lanka visit 


^ e bri ions ^ h t0)0ininthe 

“^ S0thmn ^" of 

^^r s ? UrCOrreSPOr,dert 

cor.«T^ the «art of a visit 
constrained by security anxieties. 

Colomtv* ^* ai ^ es sto °^ on the podium m 
^ ^ooHinnon 

clearlv °- Ut m Sa * ule * and a stray dog, 
lb « it was about fodhT. 
3?E!f? ° “ ul across 016 ^y- Then 

from Monty Python s 
Flying Circus. 


It was a prn m kin g 


start to a royal visit 
which terror and scan- 
dal have reduced to a 

ceremonial skeleton. At 

a temple east of Colom- 
bo which the Prince visited later in the af- 
ternoon, one of the treasures he inspected 
is a statue of the Easting Buddha, eyes suak 
into their sockets, stomach no more than 
a hole, limbs reduced to fleshless tendons. 

The Prince's four-day Sri Lanka tour is 
a bit like that. Gone is the excursion to the 
old royal capital of Kandy, the prettiest town 
in the country and its religious heart. Gone, 
for reasons of royal face, is the investiture 
of Arthur C Garke, the science fiction au- 
thor about whom claims have been made 
that he paid for sex with young boys. Vari- 
ous meetings with exponents of intermedi- 
ate technology and the like were mooted, 
but security concerns ruled them ouL 

The Prince's first stop-off was at a new 
factory making men’s underwear for Marks 
& Spencer, a joint venture between COur- 
taulds and local firm He unveiled a plaque. 
Then at the 17th-century Raja Maha Vqaraya 
temple be was swept up in a traditional tem- 
ple procession with bare-chested drummers, 
women in shocking pink dresses waving fly 
whisks, and infant dancers in pointed hats. 
Escorted under a mammoth saffron para- 
sol next to the abbot, be presented a plate 
of rose petals at the foot of a golden image 
of the Buddha of the Future inside the tem- 
ple, and admired the wall pai n tings- 


BY PETER 
POPHAM 


His arrival in the capital was a muted 
affair. The schoolchildren who were sup- 
P°®d to cheer and wave had been sent hack 
to their studies lest one of them were to 
choose glorious martyrdom as a Thmil Tiger 
suicide bomber. So instead the streets were 
lined only with soldiers: some 10,000 have 
been deployed in Colombo over the an- 
niversary period. This is a country which, 
thanks to the civil war, is celebrating 50 
years or freedom through grilled teeth. 

There is, however, far less touchiness 
about the colonial legacy of Sri Lanka than 
is found in, for example, India, Today. while 
the might of the country’s armed forces rolls 
past Prince Charles in the official an- 
niversary celebration, an alternative event 
in the hills cast of Kandy will see the 

enthronement, at a 

place called Wclassa, of 
an anti-British monk as 
the Prince of Wclassa. 
Wclassa - Wiles, gel it? 
The National Joint 
Committee of Buddhist 

Organisations thinks the 

Prince should not have 
been invited and is staging the longuc-in- 
cheek event as a mild protest. But feelings 
amongst the population at large arc nut run- 
ning high. Unlike in India, there was no free- 
dom struggle in Sri Lanka: independence 
was handed them on a plate. Lord Salis- 
bury is honoured as the father of the con- 
stitution. Prince Charles's arrival has caused 
little stir, but Lhat is blamed on his lack of 
charisma. Were he to have brought his sons, 
William and Harry, it might have been dif- 
ferent. When Diana, Princess of Whies died 
the grief here rivalled that in Britain. 

It is rumoured that Prince Charles may 
steal time from his thin schedule to make 
a secret visit to Kandy, to inspect the dam- 
age that the Temple of the Sacred TooLh. 
If he were able to prowl about on his own 
he would find in Sri Lanka's streets nu- 
merous reminders of Britain of the Fifties: 
Morris Minor and Morris Oxford cars, ad- 
vertisements for Lifebuoy and Sunlight 
soaps. Players Gold Leaf and Horlicks. 
Such a walkabout is very unlikely to hap- 
pen, however, because as long as the 
Prince is in the country his safety will be 
a gigantic headache for the government 
The temptation for the Tamil Tigers to 
punctuate his visit with a “spectacular" must 
be almost irresistible. 



Royal chat Prince Charles talking to children yesterday at the Kelaniya temple outside Colombo Photograph: Ropers 


Falklands 

talks 

deadlock 

Sixteen years after the Falklands 
War, there is still no end in sight 
to the stalemate over the status 
of the islands. But, as Steve 
Crawshaw reports, there are hints 
of optimism in advance of a visit 
by the Argentine President later 
this year. Potential oil wealth 
could both help and hinder 
progress. 

There was a mixture of optimism and dis- 
may at a conference in London yester- 
day on the future of the Falkland Islands. 
All sides agreed on the need for dialogue. 
But there was agreement, too, that find- 
ing a way forward was difficult. 

Rogelio Pfirter, the Argentine am- 
bassador in London, said that his gov- 
ernment was “fully committed to building 
bridges with the islands", but also ad- 
mitted that a solution is “some way down 
the road". 

The potential for economic develop- 
ment has transformed the outlook for the 
Falklands. Sheep-fanning is no longer the 
only game in town. Oil prospects are still 
unclear - around a 30 per cent chance, 
according to one speaker yesterday. But 
John d* Ancona, a consultant with knowl- 
edge of the region, suggested that oil pro- 
duction of 100,000 barrels per day was 
not unrealistic. This, he speculated, 
could bring in income of £500,000 a day 
- thus transforming the islands’ economy 
at a stroke. The possibility of diamonds 
deposits has also been raised. 

Fishing is much more important than 
it was 20 years ago - and continues to be 
a source of both friction and co-opera- 
tion. The co-operation has become nec- 
essary in order to ensure that stocks do 
not decline. But it is difficult to work out 
hc«w to divide the fis h i n g. Fish, as one 
speaker noted with some understatement, 

“do not observe man-made boundaries . 

Argentina wants to put shared sover- 
eignty on the table. Britain has so far been 
cautious. The islanders fear a sell-out. 
Sukey Cameron, representative in Lon- 
don of the Falkland Islands government, 
told yesterday’s conference, organised by 
the South Atlantic Council, that the views 
of the islanders are regarded as “atj?est 
inconvenient, at worst unimportant . 


Current Accounts 


Use any cash 
machine in Britain. 


Royal Bank current accounts now offer: 

• access to every cash machine in Great Britain* 

• no fees on agreed overdrafts* 

• free 24 hour telephone banking. 


Call into your local branch for details or call us on 

0800 880 880 

www.Tbs.co.uk 
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Thinking of booking your Summer holiday? Then switch to Barclaycard. 
Not just for the free Travet Accident Insurance. Or because you can 
use It in more than 14 million places and over a quarter of a million 
cash machines worldwide. But because we can save you up to £200 
on hundreds of 199&/99 holidays.* 

Simply transfer the balance on your existing credit or storecards to 
Barclaycard. And receive your discount voucher once your Barclaycard 
account is opened. It’s that simple! 


Call 0800 49 29 29 


BARCLAYCARD 


for full 
written details. 
Please quote 
code 004BG 

Lines are open 
24 hours 


zs&txi'j iKSB m 3Bcmt imam srs* asmt am 

1 would like to transfer my balance; 
please send me full written details and 
an application form. 004BG 
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BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 

Title Surname 


Send to: Barclaycard, FREEPOST, BS 4335, Bristol BS13YX 
First Names _ 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone 
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Barclays Bank PLC Registered in London. England Reg Ho uuMG?. Registered OHtae. $4 Lemtnid Stmt, London ec*p jAH. 
•Travel voucher offer only available to new Barrtayteid accomt holders. One voscnei pci account. Discount worker an 
only bo redeemed against holidays costing a total of Cno or mars. Further toms and coodltlono will aophr- 
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Fourteen die in 
cable-car crash 





A United States Marine aircraft on a training flight severed 
a cable-car line in Italy yesterday, and 14 people plunged to 
ihetr death. Almost ail those killed were German Italian bat 
state television reported. 

The accident occurred at a ski resort in the W di Fassa 
area of the Dolomite Mountains near Trento. The cable car 
was travelling from the town of Cavalese to the top of Cer- 
mis mountain, the site of a popular ski resort Thirteen skiers 
and the car’s operator were killed when it fell almost 300 
feet, said a police officer. 

Alpine rescue teams and search helicopters went to the 
scene. Passengers were evacuated from the line's other cable 
car, which was on its way down. 

The aircraft was an EA-dB Marine Prowler, stationed at 
the US air base in Aviano, about 62 miles east of the scene 
of the accident said a spokesman at the base. He said it was 
unclear what caused the accident The aircraft returned safely 
with minor, unspecified damage, and the pilot was unhurt. 

The cabin had just begun its ascent from the base at Cav- 
alese, at an altitude of about 3,000ft, and was heading to- 
ward a mid-station when it fell, said AJessia Dezuglrana, an 
employee of the Aipe Cermis ski area. The cable car’s des- 
tination is at 6,000ft 

An accident at the same cable car line in March 1976 Mfrrf 
42 people. Blame for that accident was laid on the suspen- 
sion of an automatic safety system. 
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In the bag: Schoolgirls on military training in Baghdad yesterday in preparation to defend Iraq Photograph: Enric Marti/AP 
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£9,995. A SMALL PRICE TO PAY FOR YOUR LIBERTfi. 


If liberty is priceless, try Liberte — it’s a lot more 
reasonable. In the new special edition Renault Megane 
Liberie, you can head off into the sunset for less than 
£10,000 (or £10,995 for the Classic saloon version). 

What’s more, given the Liberty’s slick handling, 
sure grip and advanced 75-bhp engine, who’ll blame 
you? Especially when there’s power steering to enjoy 
as well — plus the option of ABS brakes for just £295. 

Of course, you can hardly be free if you’re not safe. 
Thar’s why, with a driver’s airbag, Side Impact 
Protection Bars and front seat belt pretensioners, the 


Liberty’s safety package is unmatched by any of its rivals. 

It even comes with one year’s free comprehensive 
insurance. And when you’ve done mamirur, a 


Tjfllcal Example* 14.8% APR 

M&GNCLJBEKTt 

HATCHBACK 

I^GATCLSEKlt 
CLASSIC SALOON 

Cash Price inc. an the road costst 

59, 995 

£10,995 

Deposit 

£2.622,95 

£2.87134 

Morrthly Repayments 

£329.00 

X24 

£139.00 

x24 

Minimum Futae Value 
xl Mortify Payment 

£6,127.00 

£5,836.00 

Total Craft Price 

£11,945.95“ 

£13.145.34** 


FROM £129 PER MO NTH AND F R EE 
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computer padlock engine immobiliser, anti-drill 
door locks and security window etching are there to 
deter anyone intent on taking a Liberia. 

But despite all this - and body coloured bumpers too 
- you can pay just £129 per month for the hatchback 
LiberrA So if you’ve ever fended slotting your favourite 
tape into a superb 4-speaker hi-fi and just seeing 
where the road takes you, fed free. 

For more information and 
details of your nearest Renault 
Dealer, call 0800 52 51 50. RENAUL T 

INSURANCE' 


Israelis afraid 
of chemical 

attack by Iraq 


The Israeli government 
has decided that it can 
no longer play down the 
danger of chemical and 
biological weapons being 
used against Israel by 
Iraq. Patrick Cockbum in 
Jerusalem writes on its 
measures to protect and 
reassure the population. 


jjjeaas lo deliver them to “blow 


^TelAviv"- Israelis .begn 
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During the Gulf war a guard at 

the Israeli Defence Miuisuy was 
so fixated by fear of poison gas 
attack that he locked out his 
own Defence Minister. Mo&be 
Arens, the Defence Minister in 
question, remembers bow’ he 
was woken by the wail of air raid 
sirens at ?nm on 18 January 
1991, as the first Iraqi Scud mis- 
siles exploded in Tbl Aviv and 
Haifa. 

When Mr Arens got to the 
door of the Defence Ministry he 
found it locked. He says: “'The 
guard, whom 1 could see 
through a window in the door, 
was wearing his gas mask, and 
had evidently gotten instruc- 
tions not to open the door for 
fear of gas entering the 
bunker." 

After pounding vainly on the 
door for some minutes Mr 
Arens gave up and went off to 
find another entrance to his 
command and control centre. 

The anecdote underlines 
bow protective measures 
against chemical or biological 
weapons are almost as dis- 
abling as the attack itself. 
Knowing this, Israeli govern- 
ment officials have hitherto 
minimised the likelihood of 
Iraq firing Scuds at Israel on the 
scale of 1991. They add that, 
even if the warheads contain bi- 
ological or chemical agents, 
there are enough gas masks, 
sealed rooms and antibiotics to 
keep the population safe. 

At first the government said 
little about how it intended to 
counter any Iraqi threat. Then 
Richard Butler, the head of the 
United Nations team inspect- 
ing Iraqi strategic weapons, 
said last week that Baghdad has 
enough biological toxins and the 


to pour into gas mask distnb- 
Utfoa centres, main)}' boused in 
spools, io pick up new Nu- 

dear. Biological and Chemical 

Warfare Kits", replacing those 
distributed in 1991. 

Panic is a long way off but 
there is growing anxiety, "’frill 
h be war?** asked the proprietor 
of Iwos delicatessen in Sbamai 
street in Jerusalem. I thought 
he had said “Will it be warm? 
and gave him an unnecessary 
analysis of weather conditions. 
Most Israelis do not think any- 
thing will happen - unless Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 

thinks his regime is going to col- 
lapse - but believe it best to be 
on the safe side. 

The government has de- 
ployed Patriot anti-missile mis- 
siles Dear Arad. not far from the 
Israeli nuclear reactor at 
Dimona in the Negev desert, 
though it denies that they are 
there because of the present 
crisis. Their presence is not 
entirely reassuring because in 
1991. when Israel was hit by 39 
missiles fired from Iraq’s west- 
ern desert, the Patriots, manned 
by American crews, failed to 
bring down a single one. 

The problem for Israel is 
that to equip 5 million people 
with kits to protect them is a 
massive job. As people jostled 
each other in one slowly mov- 
ing queue for gas masks in Tel 
Aviv a woman said: “Imagine 
what would be happeningiftbey 
were handing out antidotes to 
anthrax or antibiotics. People 
standing in line would be mur- 
dering each other.” A poll 
shows that 53 per cent of Israelis 
do not feel properly protected 
against missile attack. 

The government is caught in 
a bind. It really does believe that 
the danger of Iraqi attack is 
minimal. But it does not want 
to be accused of not doing 
everything possible. It has asked 
the US for lethal_chemical.de- 
tectore. It is allocating an extra 
S69m (£43m) for gas masks. As 
a psychological threat Iraq's 
“weapons of mass destruction” 
are already succeeding in 
disrupting everyday life. 


RUSSIA CLAIMS PROGRESS 


Russia insisted yesterday that 
it had made progress in per- 
suading Iraq to comply with 
United Nations demands and 
head off the prospect of Unit- 
ed States military action. 

But confusion remained 
about the substance of envoy 
Vflceor Fbsuvafyuk’s talks in Iraq 
after Baghdad denied Russian 
reports that President Saddam 
Hussein had agreed to open 
eight new presidential sites to 
UN arms inspectors. 

A Kremlin spokesman, 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky, said: 
“There are shifts in the Iraqi 


position which mean move- 
ment towards meeting the de- 
mands of the world 
community. We hope this will 
make it possible to continue 
implementing UN resolutions 
on destruction of weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq.” 

The US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, neared the 
end of her trip to Europe, the 
Middle East and the Gulf to 
drum up support for military 
action against Iraq. So far only 
Britain has given unequivocal 
backing to the campaign. 

— Reuters, Moscow 
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Blair heads for US 
an d a sexually 
challenged mission 

A battle between 

avut ...i ^ When the BBC man nressed resolutions on msoccti 


A battle between sex 
substance will be 
•ought out between the 
President Bill 
Clinton and Tony Blair 
when the Prime Minister 
flies out to Washington 
th's evening. Anthony 
Bevihs, Political Editor, 
reports on the build-up 
t° the three-day visit. 

WhUe the President and Mr 
Blair will attempt to concen- 
trate on the big picture issues 
of Iraq, Northern Ireland, the 
Asia “meltdown”, work and 
welfare, education and health, 
the Monica Lewinsky question 
will be lurking - and is bound 
to be put when the two men 
stage a joint press conference 
at the White House on Friday. 

At one Londoo briefing on 
the visit this week, the question 
was even raised by the Finan- 
cial Times , and in an exchange 
with a BBC correspondent yes- 
terday, the Prime Minister’s of- 
ficial spokesman said: “I fear 
the BBC has decided that 
Lewinsky is the story, but we 
will have to live with that.” 


When the BBC man pressed 
the question agaia he was told 
that if he asked Mr Blair about 
Ms Lewinsky on Friday: “The 
answer will be that Monica 
whatever her name is, I don't 
think will figure in his answer. 
He will refer to the exceflcni job 
that the President is doing and 
the excellent judgement of the 
American people in appearing 
to put this stuff in its proper 
perspective.” 

In a London briefing with 
American correspondents on 
Monday, Mr Blair said such 
distractions were “part of 
modem political life”, but it was 
greatly to the President's 
credit that he had not been 
distracted. 

Urging the media to have a 
sense of perspective and bal- 
ance, Mr Blair added that there 
was a difference between the 
interest, “sometimes an inter- 
est bordering on an obsession”, 
with people's personal lives 
and issues of huge importance 
to the world. 

Asked about Iraq - one 
such issue, high on the Wash- 
ington talks agenda - Mr Blair 
said the objective was to make 
sure that Saddam Hussein 
complied with United Nations 


resolutions on inspection. “This 
is not a situation,** he said, "in 
which the UN inspectors have 
been there trying in find evi- 
dence of evil intent on the part 
of Saddam Hussein. The evi- 
dence is there. 

"They have uncovered 
masses and masses of 
weapons: 48 Scud missiles; 
38,001) chemical weapons 
munitions; 3,000 tonnes of 
chemical weapon precursors; a 
large biological weapons man- 
ufacturing plant. 

“These are actual things 
that they have uncovered and 
stopped, which is the reason 
why we arc so intent on bring- 
ing him back into line and al- 
lowing the inspectors buck in to 
do their work in the future, 
because obviously our concern 
is that if we don't do that, 
then he may be developing 
further weapons of mass 
destruction.” 

Against that background, 
one of the issues raised at yes- 
terday's Number 10 briefing was 
whether Cherie Booth would be 
taking a hairdresser wilh her. 
The Prime Ministers official 
spokesman said: "1 honestly nm 
not aware of her follicular 
arrangements.” 
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LEWINSKY'S THREE DOZEN WHITE HOUSE VISITS 


The hue and cry over President 
Bill Clinton's alleged relationship 
with the White House trainee. 
Monica Lewinsky, had subsided 
sufficiently yesterday for Ms 
Lewinsky and her lawyer. Wffiam 
Ginsburg, finally to leave Wash- 
ington for California. But new 
evidence about the extent of con- 
tacts between the President and 
the trainee he had referred to as 
“that woman” in his televised de- 
nial last week indicated that his 
difficulties were far from over. 

In a frcxit-page report the New 
York Vmes said that Ms Lewinsky 


visited the White House more 
than three dozen times after be- 
ing transferred from her job in the 
legislative affairs department 
there to the Pentagon in April 
1996. Offidak at the Pentagon said 
that her visits were not connected 
to her work. 

Quoting White House logs 
(which its reporters had been told 
of, but had not seen), the New 
York Tones said Ms Lewinsky was 
deared for entry - no easy feat 
—on 37 occasions between April 
1996 and December 1997. The last 
recorded time was on 28 De- 


cember. Mostly, clearance had 
been given by Mr Clinton's per- 
sonal secretary, Betty Currie. 

Ms Currie's desk is just out- 
side the Oval office, and she act- 
ed effectively as gatekeeper, 
granting or denying access and 
screening telephone calls. Ms 
Currie was called to testify last 
week in the investigation into 
the Lewinsky case being con- 
ducted by the independent pros- 
ecutor, Kenneth Starr, but 
volunteered no information 
about what she said. 

— Mary Dqevsky, Washington 
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New threat mars fall in American Aids deaths 
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Deaths from Aids 
across the US fell 44 
per cent in the first half 
of last year, showing the 
power of new drug 
cocktails. But Jeremy 
Laurence, Health Editor, 
says evidence about the 
origins of the epidemic 
suggest the virus could 
pose a new threat. 

“Wc can't see the end of the 
epidemic but it is the beginning 
of a new era." Dr Kevin De- 
Cock told ihe world’s largest 
annual Aids conference in 
Chicago yesterday. 


His optimism is under- 
standable. Dr DeCock of the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta was 
commenting on new figures 
which show that Aids is being 
successfully curbed wilh the 
three-drug combinations in- 
troduced two years ago. A 
diagnosis that was a death 
sentence has become a chronic 
condition compatible with a 
near normal life. 

Figures presented at the 
fifth conference on retro- 
viruses and opportunistic 
infections show that US deaths 
from Aids peaked in 1994 
and 1995 and then nosed 
downwards in 1996. Last year 
the fall accelerated. 


In the first half of 1997, 
p 040 Americans died of Aids 
compared with 21,460 in the 

first half of 1996. Figures for 
the whole of 1997, only avail- 
able for New York where 16 
per cent of the country's Aids 
patients hw, show an even big- 
ger decline at 4S per cent Both 

men and women and people 
of all races are benefiting. 

The three-drug cocktails - 

two older Aids drugs such as 
A2T plus one of the newer 
protease inhibitors - have rev- 
olutionised Aids care. Typi- 
cally, people start on them as 

soon as they leam they are in- 
fected, before they get ilL The 
treatment drives the level of 
virus in the blood so low that 


it fa undetectable and many pa- 
tients remain wefl. It does not 
work for all, however, and pa- 
tients have to take around 20 
pills a day at precise times. 

Some specialists fear that 
the decline may only be a lull 
and that deaths will rise again 
as the effect of the new treat- 
ments wears off. Dr Harold 
Jaffe of the Centers for Disease 
Control said: “Are we in a hon- 
eymoon period? Is there some- 
thing bad on the horizon?” 

The total number of Amer- 
icans living wilh Aids is up 13 
per cent to 259,000. Between 
400,000 and 650,000 are 
estimated to be infected with 
HIV 

In aseparate development. 


tteis from Rockefeller Uni- 
versity in New York reported in 
Nature that they have traced the 

origin of the disease from a ge- 
netic analysis of HTV positive 
blood plasma taken from an 
African man in 1959. The 

form of the virus recovered was 

at an early stage of its evolution. 

This suggested that the sin- 
gle virus which founded the 
epidemic existed 10 to 15 
years earlier, around or just af- 
ter the Second World War. 
The scientists warned that the 
rapid evolution of HIV-1 in the 
past 40 or 50 years heralded 
even greater diversification 
in the future, underscoring 
“the need for continued 
surveillance”. 
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WIN 

Babylon 5 on video 

volumes 31 & 32 


\n absolute must for 
labylon 5 fans, a chance 
o win the final two volumes 
rom the third series of this 
njgely successful sci-fi show. 
Ml the tensions apparent in 
jrevious episodes erupt in 
fa following thrilling 
Episodes: 

Grey 17 is Missing - 

Mar could possibly be tf 
interest at level Grey 17? 
When Garibaldi digs a litde 
too deeply into the mystery 
he finds more than he 
bargained for 

And The Rock Cried 
Out No Hiding Place - 
The ! Intrigue between 
Centauri nobles sets to 
enter a lethal endgame 
which will only condude 
with the death of one of the 


Dancing - Th e 
are- driving 
ito .one area t» 
iem and only a 
i between the 
t battle fleets in 


returned to compel 
Sheridan to visit the place 
where he knows he will die? 

We have 15 Babylon 5 video 
sets (volumes 31 & 32) to 
win - courtesy of Warner 
Home Video. To enter this 
competition simply dial the 
number below, answer the 
following question on line 
and leave your name and foil 
address: 

Q: Name the actor who 
plays Captain John 
Sheridan in Babylon 5. 

Call 0930 564 613 
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STEVEN PINKER 

HOW 

THE MIND 
WORKS 

‘The genius of Pinker’s book lies in 
his account of just how amazing a 
machine the hu m a n mind is — • 
deserves to be another smash hit/ 

THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 

‘He writes with the 
comic verve of Martin Amis 
or Woody Allen’ 

THE TIMES 

‘Witty, lucid and 
ultimately enthralling’ 

the observer 

‘Erudite, stimulating and 
provocative’ 

the INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 

‘Big, brash and a lot tun’ 

TIME MAGAZINE 

‘A gfitteringfoor deforce' 

SPECTATOR 

allen. lane the PER6UIH press 
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If it’s courtroom 
drama you’re after, 
don’t go to court 



The pink flower she wore when 
sbe went into the witness box 
wasn't a smart move. Nor was 
the restrain edly stylish navy 
blue suit I mean, a woman like 
her should have been aflame 
with scarlet at the very least. 
And when this 38-year-old 
songwriter, who had conducted 
an affair with a 17-year-old bit- 
of- rough toy bay, was acquitted 
of murdering her husband by 
mallet blows to the skull, her 
neighbours- pruriently agog at 
the trial like the rest of the na- 
tion -.took their revenge by„ 
teming OuVall the pink flSwerS 
fram her garden. Pink had bran 
iJ*er favourite colour. So il fleas 
only appropriate that, 'when 1 
the thought of her lover hang- 
ing and the public outrage and 
the press-bounding after her re- 
lease drove this woman to sui- 
cide, a friend should have sent 
a pink wreath to the funeral. 

It may seem a far cry from 
the Orestda of Aeschylus to the 
case of Alma Rattenbury of the 
Villa Madeira, Bournemouth, 
the real-life subject of Terence 
Rattigan's last play. Cause 
Cctebre, which is just about to 
be revived by Neil Bartlett at the 
Lyric Hammersmith. You can. 


however, trace a direct con 


nectioa and not just because 
both works illustrate the in- 
herent theatricality of trials. 
There, at the origins of 
Western drama and then 
again in a play about a 
1930s court case, writ- 
ten in the mid- 
k 1970s, you find 
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Even tile best quality knitwear, including jumpers, 
cardigans, skirts, woollen jackets amt coats art prone to 
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A few seconds use of this lint remover is a simple, 
effective wad inexpensive answer to die frustrating 
"bobble problem'. 
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fluff to give your garments a new lease of Htte. Yoq can 
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The contemporary mind 
may wince a little at the geoder- 
coding of the forces doing bat- 
tle in Aeschylus’ great trilogy - 
the coatriEneal law of Mood ver- 
sos emergent all-male democ- 
racy and civic order, to say 
nothing of the casuistical, 
scarcely women-frieodlp ruling 
that matricide ts acceptable be- 
cause it is fathers who create 
children. It is true that some 
outstanding modern produc- 
tions have incorporated a sense 
of their own unease with this. 
In Peter Stein’s Oresteia . , for ex- 
ample, the culminating trial 
was presented in an irreverent 
manner not unreminescent of 
a glitzy TV game show, and 
when the avenging grey-hag 
Furies were gagged and trussed 
up In purple cloths, the result- 
ing image was pointedly am- 
-bigubus. Wei©- /They how 
mummified or’ 'were these 
ch^alises from which new life 
would fight its way but? 

But before we congratulate 
ourselves too strenuously on 
our own progressiveness, con- 
sider the Lyric’s canny publici- 
ty blurb for this new staging of 
Cause CQSbnr. l Ahna Rattenbury 
was 38 years old. Her husband 
was 68. Her lover was 17. No 
wonder she ended up at the Old 
Bailey.” The tone is a carcp dare: 
come on, it says, just how un- 
prejudiced and unshockable are 
you, really? 

The firet words of the play are 
from the Clerk of the Court: 
“Alma Victoria Rattenbury, you 
are charged with the murder of 
Francis Mawson Rattenbury on 
March 28, 1935. Are you guilty 
or not guilty?” Murder, though, 
is a side issue: what is ftmda- 
men tally on trial here is female 
sexuality. She may have been in- 
nocent of the killing but it was 
far being, in their eyes, an evil 
moral influence that the press 
and the crowds hounded her. 
Never mind that she had initially 
confessed to the murder to save 
Wood, her lover, thus evincing 
rather more than mere carnal 
appetite for him. Never mind 
that it was to protect her own 
young sons that she changed her 
plea. Also forget that no one 
thought it odd for the deceased 
man to have married a woman 
30 years his junior. 

No, it suited the media and 
the lory MP for Bournemouth 
to present Wood as a preyed- 
upon working-class innocent, 
one of our boys. Rattigan’s 
play does not shirk the problem 
of Alma Rattenbuiy’s larger re- 
sponsibility and responsibili- 
ties, but it complicates our 
unders tanding of them by coun- 
terpointing her affair with the 
relationship between a sexual- 
ly repressed lady juror and the 
(also 17-year-old) public school 
son she passionately loves to the 
point of driving him to a pros- 
titute and the dap clinic. 

There are two extremes to 
which trials on stage and in films 
can be pushed. One is the 
phantasmagoric end where 
everything seems to be taking 

place is the skull of the accused, 
dramatising the inflamed sub- 
jective nightmare of being 
found out or of having to ac- 
count for oneself to an in- 
scrutable court John Osborne’s 
Inadmissible Evidence is as out- 
standing example of this with its 
wrecked, womanising, setf-lao- 


erating misogynistic anti-hero, 
a solicitor who pats himself 
into the (solipsistic) dock. 

When the National revived 
that play five years ago, much 

was made of tbe fact thai die pro- 
duction had a female director, 
Di Trews. A woman directing 
John Osborne seemed to strike 
some as a startling incongruity. 
Rather like hearing that an un- 
repentant Nazi was putting on 
a revival of The Sound of Music. 
Admirably, Trews refrained fipn? 
giving the proceedings anundnly 
feminist stonf, though at the 
end she did allow herself the uo- 
nervingfy effective stroke of 
showing all the play’s women 
now ganged up in the jury box. 

The opposite extreme - of 
which the Tricyle’s Nicolas 
Kent, with his productions of 
The Nuremberg Trials and Sre- 
brenica, focusing on the 1996 
Hague War Crimes Tribunal, 
has of late proved himself a. 
master - is to stage a straight 
edited transcript of an actioal tri- 
al.Tbetixmendous power ; of 
Srebrenica; which eventually 
transferred to the Olivier, 
stemmed from the tension in it 
between the humdrum and the 
horrific. Appalling atrocities 
(the busing of 5,000 Muslims 
out of a UN enclave to be 
slaughtered by the awaiting 
Bosnian Serb soldiers) coolly 
came to light in a studiedly low- 
key, realistic re-creation of a 
courtroom where people 
paused to consult facts and 
notebooks or to check that a set 
of headphones was working. 

It was a reminder that the pro- 
ceedings of a real court can be 
positively anti-dramatic the dra- 
ma was in the wholly unsensa- 
tional revelation of the 
unspeakable. And there was, of 
course, the compression of the 
editing. By contrast, as Thomas 
Sutcliffe remarked in this news- 
paper during the Louise Wood- 
ward trial for a B the reporters’ 
resort to theatre-derived vocab- 
ulary (“little actress”, the in- 
evitable “Greek tragedy”), there 
were actually very few “dramat- 
ic” moments in the protracted- 
ly televised proceedings. The 
minutiae of the scientific evi- 
dence numbed the mind. 

Cause Cilebrc offers in part 
- the whole adds up to so much 
more- the good old satisfactions 
of a third kind of courtroom 
play, the kind where the trial is 
a heightened metaphor for the- 
atrical experience in general ie 
prurient observation. As Neil 
Bartlett says, ““We go to the 
theatre to see and hear people 
do and say things that nice nor- 
mal people like ourselves don’t 
do and say.” Now what does that 
remind one of? Bartlett has 
been on several research trips to 
the Old Bailey and is struck by 
it as the “kind of dub of people 
who take their flasks and their 
sandwiches and go to all the tri- 
als and discuss previous cases. 
They are a bit like the people 
who always used to queue for 
the slip seats at Ccivent Garden.” 

Bartlett stresses the uneasy 
complicity you’re bound to feel . 
One mistake Alma made was 
not to give the public what 
they wanted. She never broke 
down - “and, of course,” the di- 
rector adds, “at some level, the 
reason you come to see Cause 
Cdlebre is because you think 
that, at certain points, you are 
going to see the leading actress 
crack”. If Rattigan’s play and 
Alma deny an audience that 







particular pleasure, they afford 
many alternative ones in a piece 
that is “unusually frank by the 
standards of arty period” and 
that blasts apart the conven- 
tional courtroom format. As Irv- 
ing Wardle wrote in his Times 
review of the 1977 West End 
premiere: “The play offers a 
perfectly coherent picture, 
smashed to fragments and re- 
grouped into a mosaic for the 
sake of maximum suspense and 
maximum revelation of char- 
acter.” With jump-cuts, split- 
screen effects and multiple 
flashbacks (to, say, a drunken 
Ahna dancing to a record of one 
of her own songs and making a 


pass at a policeman in a room 
spattered with the blood of her 
dead husband), the play is for- 
mally daring and very acute 
about double standards. 
Bartlett points out that it's full 
of scenes of dressing and un- 
dressing - a juxtaposed pair of 
sequences, for example, shows 
how “there’s much more image 
manipulation” on the part of the 
two male lawyers robing and 
talking about rouging over the 
fecial effects of a late night than 
there is in Alma’s ponderings 
with her female guard about 
how to dress for the trial 
Indeed, you sometimes feel 
there should be a rule of blan- 
ket nudity in courts, but that 
would amply set up its own hi- 
erarchy of prejudices. The well- 
hung would have been hanged 
or let off hanging according to 
the envy or contented voyeurism 
of the judge and jury. Of course, 
clothes are much more signifi- 
cant for a woman in the cir- 
cumstances. Bartlett draws a 
parallel between Alma and 
Louise Woodward, caught in a 
sartorial double-bind. “The Al- 
ice band and the hair swept back 
like a sort of junior Sloane 
Ranger, well the nicety and pro- 
priety of appearance could be 
seen as further proof of duplic- 


ity, similarly with Alma, 'wear- 
ing a smart navy blue suit set up 
a reaction that she had no right 
to wear such a gannenL 
Rattigan is a (in his day, un- 
avowedly) gay playwright not- 
ed for using theatrical 
convention as the Trojan horse 
wherein he smuggled a pas- 
sionate critical analysis of Eng- 
lish repression on to the West 
End stage. Here, there’s a 
nakedness that Bartlett ascribes 
to the fact that Rattigan’s moth- 
er, to whom he showed all his 
scripts and who accompanied 
him to first nights, had died, lift- 
ing that line of censorship from 
him- He also knew that he him- 
self was dying and that this 
would be his last work. With his 
flair for making period pieces 
resonate with contemporary 
concerns (and there are. a host 
of still-burning issues in this pkr' 
- the age of consent, the use of 
children in trials, the effect of 
rqpHia coverage on the outcome 
etc), Bartlett looks set to do Rat- 
tigan and Alma justice. 


'Cause Calibre previews from to- 
morrow, opens Tuesday, Lyric 
Theatre, Hammersmith, King 
Street, London W6 (0181-741 
2311) 



A verdict on gender: Alma Rattenbury escorted to the Old Bailey, and top, the crowd 
outside. Below: Amanda Harris and Laurence Mitchell in the new production of the 
play telling her tale Photographs: Hufton/ Sharon Kean Associates 
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■Ran hdonald look Brick dress with fuchsia pink undersfip, £50, 
om VVxxise, 19-21 ArgyB Street; London Wl, 96 Kings Road. 
:>ndon/3, and brandies nationwide, enquiries (H71 -278 3491. 




Chloe look Grey jacket, £8Q (pare of suit) by Principles, The 
Ptaa, Oxford Street. London Wl. and branches nationwide, 
enquiries 001-291 2332; cream embroidered cop, £34.99, from 
New look, Oxford street, London Wl and branches nationwide 


Matthew Williamson look Long black glitter feather dress, £69.99, from Oasis, 292 Regent Street, London Wl, and 
branches nationwide, enquiries 018 65-881 986. 

Stylist: Holly Davies; Hair and Make-up: Helen Bannon at Mandy Coakley; Model: Nicola Moorhouse at Models One 



Calvin Klein look Gold short sleeve polo neck. £60, black satin 
pedal pushers. £60, from French Connection, 249 Regent Street, 
London Wl and branches nationwide, enquiries 0(71-399 7200. 


Vhy snd £1,000 on a Stella 
IcCaiey original when you can 
et thook for a tenth of the . 
rice wn the high street? Taman 
anchdbllows the journey from 
itwato chainstore, asks top 
ssfgns how they cope, and 
iggeshow to mix high fashion 
ith gd value wearables, 
lotoiphs by Sheridan Moriey. 


e fasn industry is one Jong c hain re- 
ion. bion designer sits in ivory tower 
Iffeees clothes that mate little com- 
miistr the wearer. Clothes appear on 
wallora by superhuman woman. Six 
nthser, clothes go on sale at designer 
jtiqur department store at unoom- 
»mis prices. 

The try does not end there, though, 
newe along the line, high-street re- 
er nefes in on the action. Ideas are 


plucked from the catwalk and reworked for 
mass production. Such is the speed and 
sophistication of our high-street chain 
stores that often their version of a designer 
dress will appear on the rails before the orig- 
inal This sequence of events is a fact of life. 
The designer can but feel flattered that their 
work is worthy of mass consumption. The 
consumer applauds and races out at the be- 
ginning of each season to shop at whatever 
level fits her wage packeL She has the 
choice: SteUa McCartney for Chloe suit and 
lacy top for £1,000 plus, or a similar look 
- without the precision tailoring and the 
antique lace -from Principles for less than 
£150. 

Thke Matthew Williamson. Last Sep- 
tember, young Mr Williamson was feted as 
the new, diming star of British fashion. His 
collection of 11 outfits was not scary, 
shocking or hideously unwearable. It was 
bright, pretty and thoroughly desirable. One 
dress in particular was angled out by the 
fashion press, a fuchsia-pink shift with a 
black chiffon overdress embroidered with 


a single peacock feather. And, not sur- 
prisingly, that same dress has also caught 
the imaginations of design teams working 
for high-street retailers. 

“For me, it’s not really a problem at the 
moment.” says Williamson. The original 
dress is so expensive and exclusive - £480, 
and available at only a handful of chi-chi 
outlets - because it takes each one three 
days to be hand-embroidered. Each tip of 
the feather is beaded by hand with a needle 
and thread. The difference between the 
painstakingly made genuine article and the 
mass-manufactured, printed dress is like the 
difference between an original Picasso and 
an Athena print. “What l am doing can- 
not be reproduced on the high street. The 
mass-produced version can but nod to the 
original idea. It is not a true copy. It's weird, 
though, when you see the high-street ver- 
sion in the shops before your own designs 
are on the rail.” 

There are ways for designers to protect 
their own ideas, but the process is lengthy 
and fraught, not to mention expensive and 


time-consuming. Most designers take im- 
itation as the sincercst form of flattery 
simply because they have no choice in the 
matter. Designers Clements Ribeiro have 
had to stand hy and watch their luxury cash- 
mere, multi-coloured, stripy cardigans and 
sweaters filter down into the mass market. 
Their story is different, however. The re- 
lationship between high street and high 
fashion can work two ways. While Matthew 
Williamson has no desire to offer his ser- 
vices as a designer for a high-street retail- 
er, despite the fact that he has had offers, 
Clements Ribeiro signed a contract with 
Dorothy Perkins four seasons ago. Instead 
of simply watering down ideas from their 
collections for the Dorothy Perk ins cus- 
tomer, Suzanne Clements and Inacio 
Ribeiro design a capsule collection tailor- 
made for the high-street customer. 

Designers have to be careful not to alien- 
ate their own customers, who wW happily 
spend £600 on a dress, by apparently of- 
fering designs from their main collections 
at a tenth of the price. “It’s for a completely 


different person, a different customer," says 
Suzanne Cements, “^forking for the high 
street, things have to be much more prac- 
tical For instance, a designer tangp can have 
the most fragile chiffon dress, but for the 
high street, clothes have to pass a rip test” 
The designers are now fairly well adjust- 
ed to the cheaper copies they see whenever 
they venture on to Oxford Street round the 
comer from their studio. “When we first 
started out, l was completely outraged,” says 
Clements, who bought afl the rip-offs she 
could find and took them to their solicitor. 
“Once I figured out it was not worth the 
battle - who wins against these giants? - 1 
stopped letting it be an issue. Now we’re 
being paid to rip off ourselves.” 

Often, the high street is not so liter- 
al. It is after all, its job to interpret 
trends and looks from the in- _ 
temational catwalks. For f 
the mix of romance and so- ) 
rious tailoring that Stella 
McCartney is re-injecting 
into Chlod, we have taken one 


grey suit from Principles and teamed it with 
a Iaqr little camisole top. Rjt the modernist 
minima lis t look, as perfected by designers 
such as Calvin Klein, Richard TJder and 
Marc Jacobs, we have picked out a pair of 
satin pedal-pushers and a short-sleeved 
polo-neck. Drawstrings are another major 
trend for spring/sommer, they cropped up 
on the catwalks of Calvin Klein, Donna 
Karan, Nicole Rrhi and MaxMara, as well 
as in the collection by dements Ribeiro for 
Dorothy Perkins. While Juhan MacDonald 
has made an art form of textural knits and 
painterly dfrvord, Warehouse has hinted at 
the look with a black jersey d£vor£ dress 
layered over a fuchsia-pink slip. It won't 
stand the test of time, and if it is 
an heirloom you're after, then 
invest in MacDonald, Mc- 
Cartney or Williamson. For a 
bit of one-season fashion 
frippery, however, take a look 
at your local high street and 
snap up some well-informed 
bargains. 


ZONTDOWN TO LONDON F ASHION WEEK 

Wio said fashion was just about clothes? 


hree weeks 
he tantrums, 
for models, 

>e contests 
. Melanie Rickey 
n the : . 


e faring 
[on Fashion 
into action 
is of the 
usiy) upon 


idon the 
tion hap* 


tks Fifth 


in early 
ailing it 


the British Invasion Part n, in 
reference to the first one back, 
in the Sixties when Carnaby 
Street was swinging. 
Competition between the 
young designers for a place on 
the schedule is particidariy 
tough this season. Tristan W?b- 
ber was lucky ^ 

been given a slot by the Bnosh 

Fashion Council for an official 
catwalk show. However, An- 
thony Syroonds, former Grad- 
uate of the Year and Knzia 

-d Andrew ^ 

Groves were not. Groves s 

Sc^ameistbantefotbefi- 

oale of his debut show which 

MsCMper ^SN 

on the schedule." he says. 


have two books fill! of press 
clippings from my first show.” 
That is true, but Groves (for- 
merly known as Jimmy Jumble) 
gained no stockists. Just one 
shop. Covent Garden’s Koh 
Samui, offers his clothes on a 
made-to-order basis. 

The trouble with Groves is 
that he is into hype beyond any- 
thing else, much like his old 
friend Alexander McQueeD 
was at the beginning of his ca- 
reer in 1992. Groves must be 
doing something right, though. 
He has already signed up with 
a big Japanese backer, and sold 
the worldwide rights to his 
name; 'all this before his 
clothes and image are famous. 
He acts as though fame is as 
sure as his next breath, and for 
his show Groves is guaranteed 
to gather an audience, despite 
the fact he will be dashing with 
an “official" catwalk show. He 


has hired Judy Blame as his 
stylist, but more importantly he 
has Simon Cost in. McQueen's 
former art director, designing 
and staging his show. He 
promises no flies, but goes on 
to say “it will be better than 
that”. Expect sick-bags to be on 
the seats, and those with front- 
row tickets fighting to sit on the 
back row. Who said fashion 
shows were about clothes? 

Maybe that is why Tristan 
Webber is faring better on the 
fashion stakes. liberty bought 
red leather jackets, and orchid 
printed chiffons. lt even part 
financed the production costs. 
Koh Samui has bought a se- 
lection of his finely sculpted 
leather pieces. 

Webber believes in his 
clothes, and is uncomfortable 
with hype. The only concession 
to the hype machine he has 
made this season is to his 


sponsors Thnqueray Gin, for 
which he has posed cheesily, 
with the cocktail he designed, 
the ‘Webber UV Ice’. “I want- 
ed it to smell a certain way, and 
have an eerie white/lilac glow 
to it,” he says. That is in keep- 
ing with the theme for his col- 
lection. The cocktail contains 
Tanqueray, lime juice, sugar. 
Blue Bo Is and cranberry, and 
joins the McQueen Simg, the 
(Sam) McKnight Fever, and 
the Bikini (for Agent Provo- 
cateur). 

Webber, who is still fresh 
from six years at St Martin’s, 
knows that being on the sched- 
ule is the endorsement he 
needs, but also feels the pres- 
sure of expectation. He wish- 
es he had the facilities of a 
couture house to execute his 
designs, but is making do with 
a fourth-floor studio in an old 
East End brewery, and his 


right-hand woman and stylist 
Corrine Sifflet Seymour. He is 
also a thinker. Indeed, he says: 
“What I do is based on a state 
of mind. I need to communi- 
cate my essential vision and if 
people undemand that, fine. 
If they don’t, that’s fine too/ 
His show is sure to attract all 
the movers and shakers keep- 
ing an eye out for the next big 
thing, as will Groves’s, but 
this season it will be the 
clothes nnder scrutiny. A 
show is just a show, after 
alL It’s fiui, but it’s 
clothes that have to 
sell, and if they s'/. 
don’t, what's 
the point? 

For anyone who has 
ever wanted to attend a London 
fashion show, we have three 
pairs of VIP tickets to give away 
for Tristan Webber's show, cour- 



tesy of Tanqueray 
Gin. It takes place 
on Wednesday 25 
Pebruary at 3.45pm. 
Winners must make 
their own way to and 
from the show. To 
apply send a post- 
card, to arrive no 
later than Monday 
9 February, to The 
Independent, Tan- 
queray /Webber of- 
fer, 1 Canada 
Square, Canary 
Wharf, London 
ES4, stating 
name, ad- 
.. dress 


',and daytime phone number. 
; The first three out af the bag 
■wiUwin. 
f, • Photograph by Ben Elwes 
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Young at heart: Age Concern's poster featuring 56-year-old Peari Read, challenging perceptions of older women in the workplace 


Go on, show us your bra 


A glimpse of something 
shocking has long 
ceased to be, well, 
shocking. Now rtfs age 
that catches our eye. 
Kathy Marks on the latest 
users of underwear as 
outerwear. 


It is an arresting image. A 56- 
ycar-old woman in a plunging 
brassiere gazes down from a bill- 
hoard. in a pose reminiscent of 
Eva Herzigova in the infamous 
Wonderbra advertisements. 

This time the message is po- 
litical. not sexual. The charity 
Age Concern is making a point 
about our perceptions of old- 
er women as part of its 
campaign against age discrim- 
ination at work. The slogan on 
the poster reads: "The first 
thing some people notice is her 
age.” 

It is. nonetheless, an unset' 
tling sight. True, this is an ex- 
ceptionally attractive and 
well-preserved 56-year-old who 
could easily shave a decade off 
her age. But she patently lacks 
the bloom of youth of the 
stereotypical lingerie model, 
and thus subverts the Herzigova 
ad - which is what .Age Concern 
intended. 

There is an intriguing sub- 
text to this poster beyond its call 
for equality. Its shock value lies 
in the fact that it features an 
older model, not that it shows 
a woman in a revealing 
brassiere. So ubiquitous are 
such portraits now that we 
barely raise an eyebrow. Fash- 
ion. advertising and evolving so- 
cial altitudes have combined to 
anaesthetise us to images that 
were once confined to the 
bedroom. 

Style may be ephemeral, 
but it reflects more profound 
cultural changes. So when 
Madonna appeared in an ex- 
aggeratedly pointy bra designed 
by John Paul Gaultier in the 
early 1990s. it was not just a 
fashion joke: it caught the 
imagination. The bra, after all, 
is a sexy and beautiful garment 


which clothes the sexiest and 
most beautiful pan of the fe- 
male body. The Gaultier bra. 
together with similar confec- 
tions by' Vivienne Westwood, 
coincided with the relaunch of 
the Wonderbra. embraced by 
legions of admirers for its push- 
up and cleavage-enhancing 
properties. Soon women were 
turning up at nightclubs and art 
exhibitions wearing little more 
above their waists than a frothy 
black bra. 

The “underwear as outer- 
wear” trend appears to be here 
to slay. 

Dawn French, the gener- 
ously endowed comedienne, 
turned up on TFI Friday last 
week wearing a big white bra 
over her T-shirt, and invited 
members of the audience to re- 
move it with one hand. 

Marcelle D’Argy Smith, ed- 
itor of Homan s Journal mag- 
azine. says: “Women want la 
show off their bodies in a wav 
that they never did in the past. 
It is no longer shocking to see 
a woman wearing a skimpy bra 
with a transparent blouse on 
top; it is not even deemed in- 
appropriate at work. And it's 
not necessarily a ‘come hither’ 
thing: it is very pretty and 
feminine.” 

Tongue at least partly in 
cheek, she adds: “We really do 
have the best of both worlds 
now. We can wear what we 
wanL and if a man comes too 
close, we can throw Ihe sexual 
harassment rulebook in his 
face.” 

It was all very different in 
1914, when Mary Phelps Ja- 
cobs. an American socialite, de- 
cided that she was fed up with 
her uncomfortable corset and, 
with the help of her French 
maid, tied two handkerchiefs 
together with pink ribbon. Thus 
was the early brassiere born. 
But it was not until 1925 that 
it was designed with individual 
cups and adjustable straps, and 
only in 1938 were variations in 
cup size introduced. 

Manufacturers and adver- 
tisers realised long ago that the 
bra is much more than just a 
functional scrap of lace and cot- 


ton. It is, in fact, a garment that 
is central to women's self-im- 
age at every life stage. In ado- 
lescence, girls are desperate to 
get into their first bras in order 
to prove their feminine cre- 
dentials. Early boyfriends are ir- 
revocably associated with 
fumblings to gel them undone. 
The start of a more mature af- 
fair necessitates the purchase of 
something new and erotic. 
Pregnancy signals the start of 



Breast is best: from top, 
perennially glamorous 
Helen Mirren, Madonna’s 
breakthrough bra and Eva 
Herzigova for Wonderbra 


a bewildering succession of 
ever more voluminous ver- 
sions. Breast-feeding means 
those clever ones with un- 
hookable cups for easy access. 

Dr Martin Skinner, a social 
psychologist at the University 
of Warwick, says: “The history 
of art and fashion reflect the 
changing ways' in which 
women's breasts have been 
covered, revealed and accen- 
tuated through the ages. By de- 
finition, the bra is an icon of 
femininity. That’s why bra- 
burning bv early feminists was 
such a potent symbol; the bra 
was seen as an object of re- 
straint and repression. Now I 
suppose you could say that 
women have given in to con- 
straint in the name of 
freedom." 

If modern feminists can 
wear lipstick without being ac- 
cused of treachery to the cause, 
as the writer Natasha Whiter as- 
serted in a recent book. The 
New Feminism, then they can. 
too. wear prov ocative bras with 
no qualms. And they' do wear 
them, if the success of lingerie 
stores such as Agent Provoca- 
teur is anything to go by. Even 
Marks & Spencer, which once 
had an extremely straitlaced 
range, has introduced whole 
racks of skimpy and slinky 
numbers. 

British women, once lam- 
basted for their reluctance to 
splash out on underwear, par- 
ticularly compared with their 
Continental counterparts, are 
spending twice as much on it 
now as a decade ago. The bra 
business alone is worth £500m 
a year. "More and more women 
are prepared to spend that bit 
extra,” says Jill Kenton, man- 
ager of Rigby and PeUer, 
corsetieres to the Queen, 
whose made-to-measure bras 
cost up to £400. 

Breast sizes, loo, have 
grown larger over the years, 
thanks to healthier lifestyles, 
better nutrition and the con- 
traceptive Pill. In the past 10 
years, the average bust has ad- 
vanced from a 34B to a 36C. 
Manufacturers have responded 
with larger-cup ranges. The 


success of Sophie Dahl, the 
voluptuously-proportioned su- 
permodel suggests that fashion 
may be turning away from 
women with ironing-board 
figures. 

And towards older women? 
The other interesting point 
about the Age Concern poster 
is that it suggests that the nu- 
bile young girls who rule the 
roost in fashion and advertising 
may not, after all, have a mo- 
nopoly on allure, that post- 
menopausal wrinkled women 
are equaify legitimate sexual 
beings. 

This was the signal that 
artist Melanie Manchot sought 
to send when she plastered 
huge posters of her 66-year-old 
mother, dressed in her under- 
wear. on hoardings outside a 
busy Underground station in 
London last month. Sexualisa- 
tion of the older woman may be 
starting to catch on. The 
charms of veteran actresses 
such as Helen Mirren. 51. are 
regularh' lauded. Dazed and 
Confused, the men’s magazine, 
published close-up shots of 
women in their sixties, seven- 
ties and eighties, clad only in 
their underwear, in its issue last 
month. 

The increasingly explicit, 
unashamedly sexy advertise- 
ments of recent years have giv- 
en the bra a great deal of 
exposure and helped it emerge 
from beneath layers of outer 
clothes. In some ways, this is a 
welcome development. Per- 
haps a garment that defines 
women's shape more than any 
other - and is also a powerful 
symbol of femininity, evoking 
both motherhood and sexual at- 
tracuon - should not be coyly 
concealed. 

And if Pearl Read, the Age 
Concern mode/, has managed 
to push the boundaries that 
little bit further, sbe may be just 
the right woman for the job. Ten 
years ago sbe brought a ball in 
Berkeley Square to a standstill 
when she suddenly unfastened 
her halter-neck top and gave 
her astounded fellow guests 
an unfettered new of her 
breasts. 


Divorce is like a big pile of manure 
dropped on life's path. You have to dig 
every last bit of it out of the way be- 
fore you can move forward: miss any 
and it’ll stick to the soles of your feet 
and smell for the rest of your journey. 

I had imagined that there wasn't 
that much more shit to shovel: the de- 
cree absolute was done. Beloved and 
I both getting on in new relationships, 
the kids - Buster's Celtic Soul notwith- 
standing - settling into some kind of 
new routine. Somewhere far off I 
thought I could hear a very far lady 
clearing her throaL Come springtime 
I said to myself she’ll be hitting the high 
notes like Call as before sbe met 
Onassis. It will ail be over by Easter 
and wc can stop living with constant- 
ly elevated pulse rates and a feeling 
of doom-heid-off-fbr-oae-more-day. 

Hah! This particular bout of poop 
clearance is, it seems, like football: a 
game with two halves. What 1 thought 
was the final whistle turns out to have 
been just half time. In spite of getting 
the result from this match that be 
wanted. Beloved still wants to score 
some more goals. 

So when Veiy Nice Chap (VNC) 
and I returned home with the kids after 
our weekend away there was an e-mail 
waiting for me: small, and as poison- 
packed as a black widow. 


Now, I realise in the wider context 
of the things ex-husbands do. a nasty 
one-liner is pretty small beer. Poison 
pen letters, stalking and threats of 
physical violence are the order of the 
day when it comes to recently divorced 
boys. In fact 
when I rang my 
best mate and 
told her with 
trembling voice 
what had hap- 
pened, she said 
that I should be 
thankful that he 
hadn’t come 
and beaten me 
up and spat on 
me, as had her 
neighbour’s ex. 

But a single 
vicious asser- 
tion from a man 
who could only 
watch Silence of 
ihe Lambs fast 
forward from 
between his fin- 
gers, who can gel colicky babies to 
sleep inside 10 seconds, and lose an 
egg and spoon race with style, is like 
a brickbat in the free from an ordinary 
chap. I t’s very scary. If he can do some- 
thing so out of character what else 


might he do? Plant Semtex round my 
snowdrops? Have a private detective 
spy on me from my viburnums? 

Now. when I hear our dog growl 
in the night 1 wonder if it really is bad- 
gers on the compost again, or Beloved. 

driven by mur- 
derous and 
vengeful intent. 
I'm scared to 
go downstairs 
at night and 
crossing the 
yard to the 
garage in the 
dark has be- 
come as big a 
deal as it was 
when I was sev- 
en. I've spent 
the past couple 
of nights 
dreaming of 
Beloved com- 
ing after me 
and VNC with 
a sawn -off 
shotgun (also 
featuring in the dream were some 
miniature turkeys, flocking around our 
feet as Beloved finally blew us both 
away, but that’s dreams for you, do- 
ing something frivolous to distract you 
from the main feature). I was woken 


up by the sound of whimpering and 
looked for the source all over the 
house until I clocked that it had been 
me. 

Every friend who has been through 
divorce told me that I would get in- 
different to Beloved It was like your 
parents telling you that one day you’d 
understand why grown-ups just lie 
down on beaches. I didn't even want 
to believe it 1 still don’t want to. I want 
to believe that our donkey's years of 
marriage could be put to good use as 
the basis for at least civility. At best a 
kind of friendship. I’d like to feel ap- 
proved of. Td like to be able to tell 
Beloved about my new life and hear 
about his. 

Maybe I won’t have to believe in 
indifference if 1 just wait for the end 
of the second half and extra time. After 
all I was bonkers and angry in the first 
half, now it's Beloved s him to kick the 
ball into an empty goal and throw 
things; I should just keep my head 
down. Or maybe by the time Beloved 
has cleared his own pile of manure 
from the path, by chucking it at me, 
things will have changed again, and I'll 
be glad to regard him with as much 
interest as a patch of drying paint. I 
really hope not. 

Stevie Morgan 



B ELOVED AND BONK 

Diary of a divorce 


Can you write the story of the 
year for six to nine year olds. 

Win £2,000 and have your story published 


The Independent/ 
Scholastic Story of the 
Year Competition, now 
in its sixth successful year, 
ums to encourage top 
writing for die very difficult 


THE INDEPENDENT 
Stoiy of the Year 6 


about writing a page- 

turning narrative. 

This week, Jilty Cooj 
international bestseJImg 
author of Riders, Poh an 
Apasshnata reJls Nicok 


V^aboutherapp^ch-^ 
will be ^xpbWng how they set Jove stoiy. characterisation and humour. 

‘I submerge myself in what I’m writing 


Jilty Cooper: lost first 
manuscript on a bus 


I started writing love stories 
for a magazine and eventu- 
ally turned these 16,000- 
word serials into novels. I 
tend to write about things 1 
am interested in. So in the 
1970s 1 wrote a novel about 
showjumping because IVe 
always loved horses. I fin- 
ished the first draft of Riders 
but then lost the manu- 
script on a bus. I was dev- 
astated and 1 didn't have the 
heart to start again. So 1 just 
mooned around the show- 
jumping circuit for years, un- 
til I felt ready to fry again. 

I have always done masses of research for 
my books. Sometimes this can take years. 1 
tend to submerge myself in the world I am 
writing about. When 1 wrote Rhals I total- 
ly lived in the television world. Buz I end up 
having miles more material than 1 need, 
which can be a problem. I’m actually trying 
to cut down on the amount of research I do, 
because it wastes so much time. 

I've always been fascinated by my char- 
acters. I write about 10 pages of notes on each 
one, more if it's a main character. I write 
everything down. Speech, characteristics, 
funny quirks. When a character is right the 
dialogue starts writing itself. 
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note and I think the ke 
keeping the ploi movin 

to make it unexpeci 

Hopefully people like 
characters and they kj 

reading because they waq 

know what happens to th( 

I like writing about lovd 
and sexy people and ll 
must have some strength 
character. My problem 
am now writing the sixt^ 
a series, so I have far [ 
many characters, wh 
makes thing s very confus 
TTiat is why clarity befi 
you start is important, j 
1 loved reading as child and books hj 
always been hugely important to md 
adore Nancy Mitford, Anthony Powell J 
Jane Austen - all very funny writers who 
experts at portraying social nuances, i 
1 hope my books are a good read and t| 
like knickerbocker glories, they have soj 
thing for everyone. I find that people ref 
adore love stories with happy endings ‘ 
that is just the sort of book I like writing 
some love stories can be a bit heavy, so | 
ways put in lots of jokes and lots about; 
tore. 1 can’t describe houses and things j 
that, but descriptions of people, animals 1 


__ o w flora comes easily to me 

In keeping with my need to be ab- I used to krve reading Lo my children wi 

solutely prepared before I start writing, I al- they were younger. They adored Beatrix ( 
ways draft a realty long synopsis for my books, ter and Wind in the Willows. Spending n 
I feel I've got to get to grips with everything reading was really important to us. Youf 
in the novel before starting- When Tm in full 
flow I tend to add bits here and there, go- 
ing back to chapters I'm not happy with. 

I try to end each chapter on an exciting 


my mother used to read aloud to me s 
was absolutety brilliant. I think if you 
enough to children they start to realty] 
joy books and eventually read to themsel 


COMPE TITION RULES 

Story of the Year 6 offers a £2j000 prize for the winner, 
with £500 each far two runners up. The top 10 stories 
wffl be ptASshed in an anthology by Scholastic Children’s 
Books. You are invited to subnet stories of 1 .500-2300 
words which must arrive on or before 28 February 1996 
an PO BOX 2302 - LONDON - WCfA I PE. You may 
enter only once and entries must be made by die writer, 
not on his/her behaK Entries muse be typew r i tt en, dou- 
ble-spaced and on one side of the paper only We wffl hoc 
accept sto rie s with ffluscrariom. Manuscripts wffl not be 
returned, so please Veep a copy. Al entries must be un- 
pubfished. but published writers may enter with new ma- 
terial. Eadi entry must be submitted with both a cover 
page and tide page. The cover page must feature the sto- 
ry tide, and the entrants name, address and telephone run- 
tier. The tide page must feature only the tide of die story. 
The story should start on a new page, and the authors 
name must not feature on any of these pages, so thatafl 
entries can be judged anonymously. The winning story wffl 
be pubGshed in The Independent subsequent id the final judg- 
ing of the competition which concludes on 32 May 1998. 
The cop three stories and up to ID others wS be | 


in die autumn, ki the anthology Story of the fear 6 by Scfc- 
tic ChfldrenY Books. } 

The competition is not open to employees of. Or 
ztives of employees of Scholastic Ltd or Newspapers- 
Usfeng pic or anyone connected with the competition. If 
of pasting cannot be accepted os proof of deUvery, N- 
sponsfliility can be accepted far entries which are delL 
damaged, mislaid or wrongy defivered. The judges' f 
sion is final and no correspon d ence wflJ be oneredi 
Entry grants to Scholastic Ltd die exclusive right tof 
lish an entrant 1 ! story in a# formats throughout the w 
far the fid legal term of copyrtyt. A copy of the fan 
the contract may be obt ain ed on application to Sell 
dc Lid. By submitting an erny an Bnrancajyees to be bl 
by die terms of and to sign das agreenent if called j 
to do so. Any story chosen far pubficarion in the ari jf 
agy that does not wfa one of die top three cash d 
wffl receive a fee of £200. Any entry not submitted 4 
form specified wfll be deeroedimafid if your story it 
published 'm die anthology or m the newspaper by rh« 
of December 1996, these rtyxs revert to you. Entrjf 
diis competition iinpfc* acceptance of these rates, 



Product Recall Notice 

Tefal Country Lane Deep Fryer 
Exclusively produced forWfoolworths 
(£24.99) 

Reference Code: 611283 
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WraWrhs and Tefal have learned of a potential safety 
fault with its Tefal Counrry Lane Deep Fryer (code 611283) 
In the interests of customer safety and as a precautionary 

measure, the Deep Fryer has been withdrawn from sale in 
all Woohvorths stores. 

Any customer who has purchased this product since 
ZOth October 1997 should return it to their nearest store 
where a fall refand will be given. A receipt is not necessary 

No other products in the Woolworths Country Lane ranee 
are affected. * 
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Junes pjdward Lesslie 
Ncwb>8^ missionary and 
church: bom 
■ N«f3*y®^xm Tyne 8 
December 1909; ordained 
WJ^i JBtehop in Madura and 
Aamnad. Church of South 
Jndia IW7-S9; Bishop in 


Wght Rev 

lie Newbigin 

°£ h ‘ Cr ' b « ShbttlwSi S 05 .^ 1 


used in *k„ . u,,cnis were 


w Ruoaumng the gospel as -pub- 
* ere ” c tojth", in the public domain 
t ms ' because ii is not just religious- 


sionaiy evanpelistfo P ccause 11 is not just religious- 

He was a village evanS^T' true all the way down. 

dakte S35?B£l^ In 19?4 ' lwo ^teases 

a ^ accident 1 ? nd a metsaefc, he and Helen 

m 11110 uien more bmrA~* , ^ 


In 1974, with two snit«n<^ «s 
and a rucksack, he and Helen 
■■■?** CBk w 4 . tha, «*■« countless Iocs, buas 

W W^rn n^ter, United of the architects of the rr, ^ ^ am w * ierc Newbigin taught 

Winson of South India and ^^ionaiy theology in the Sel- 

GretsnJ988»88; m arried 1936 of its fast bfehons when ° ne ^ 0ak ^• oUe 8 es for ^ lvc years, 

(°oe son, a Ppointedin]WtoVf^( hewas becanWimini!J tcrofachurchop- 

positc Wmson Green priso£ 

£? m 

«g?W£ 

gma Vatiemn, referred to thK J^lrf/i?? ,andS,n “ ui VWW(lWj,/5MSrt« !B ®rt t 


. prominent Presbyterian as his 

father m God and spoke warm- 

fyof his missionary work, mis- 
vfcW thinking and varied 
.publications. In response to 
protestant surprise he said 
“Who else is there?’’ 

Born in Northumbria to an 

English Presbyterian family, 
James Edward Lessbe Newbi- 
gin studied in a southern Quak- 
er school, Leighton ftirtc, before 
S»fog to Cambridge. Studying 
economics under J.M. Keynes 
in preparation for work in his 
father’s shipping business, he 
slowly left behind youthful 
doubt and then suddenly de- 
cided to prepare for ministeri- 
al ordination. 

Partly to pay for the re- 
quired theological training be 
worked for some time with the 
missionary minded Student 
Christian Movement where he 
^net Helen Henderson whom he 
wter married and with whom he 
lived happily ever after. In 1933 
he returned to Cambridge for 
theology where he pusued his 
own line of thinking rather 
than prescribed courses. In 
1936, he and Helen sailed for 
India as Church of Scotland 
missionaries, most of the jour- 
ney being spent on finishing his 
first book, Christian Freedom in 
the Modem World (1937). 

Appointed to the Madras 
area, be; quicklydenjonstrated 
his phenomenal gift of excel- 
lence in whatever he attempted. 
Hewas linguist, administrator, 
ecclesiastic, theologian, missi- 
ol ogisu preacher, pastor, epis- 
temologist, author, limerick 


Matron (1956) - translated 

rroro the original Tamil 

In 1959. be was persuaded to 
Become general secretary of the 
International Missionary Cbun- 



Newbigiru missionary zeal 


cil and saw its integration into longer drive but there were 
the World Council of Church- still buses and a white stick, 
es, of which be became an as- Danger did not exist, he would 
sociate general secretary. With still travel still talk and stiQ pray, 
some relief he left Geneva on Throughout his life wbaiev- 
his appointment in 1965, as er he touched Lesslie Newbigin 
Bishop of Madras where he re- adorned and advanced, but his 
mamed until retirement in 2974. final gift was something new; a 
Like William Temple, New- new mission to a hopeless cul- 
bigin wrote a wonderful com- tore, for which he gave his all. 
mentary on the Gospel of John, Motivated by its lack of hope he 
The Light Has Come (2982). and faced it fuO of hope in the Chris- 
was deeply involved in social tian good news. The movement 
and political issues. The chap- he started, embodied in The 
ter in his autobiography Unfin ~ Gospel and Our Culture, now has 
ished Agenda (1985) on the international ramifications and 
Madras years is headed in England has been inoorpo- 
“Madras; Mission in Metropo- rated into the Bible Society. His 
Lis”; later, dissatisfied with the brilliance, pastoral care and mis- 


theology of the Anglican Faith 
in the City, he wrote the theo- 
logical chapter in Faith in the 
City of Birmmgham (1988). His 
last 20 years were devoted to 


sionary zeal were all present in 
the two “sermons” he preached 
in intensive care a few hours be- 
fore he died. 

- H Dan Bee by 



Greeks (1986) and The Gospel in 
a Pluralist Society ( 1989). 

He cried ceaselessly for a mis- 
sionary encounter with our bril- 
liant but pagan western culture. 
Indians with all their problems 
could hear the gospel and had 
hope; England seemed deaf to 
the gospel and short on hope. Eu- 
ropcanswcrc good missionaries 
everywhere else but Europe. 
Post-Enlightenment culture was 
so hostile to the gospel that un- 
less it was redeemed, the Church 
was in hazard. 

Books, papers, lectures and 
pamphlets poured from the 
small typewriter which, owing to 
his failing eye-sight, slowly for- 
got how to spell. The old 
wounds of 50 years ago flared 
up, he could not read and had 
to be read to. He could no 
longer drive but there were 
siil] buses and a white stick. 
Danger did not exist, he would 
still travel still talk and still pray. 

Throughout his life whatev- 
er he touched Lesslie Newbigin 
adorned and advanced, but his 
final gift was something new; a 
new mission to a hopeless cul- 
ture, for which he gave his all. 
Motivated by its lade of hope he 
faced it full of hope in the Chris- 
tian good news. The movement 
he started, embodied in The 
Gospel and Our Culture, now has 
international ramifications and 
in England has been incorpo- 


Suave: Mayne effectively bares fangs In Donee of the Vampires (1967), with Sharon Tate 
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Ferdy Mayne 


Ferdinand Philip Mayer- 
Horckel (Ferdy Mayne), actor: 
bom Mayence, Germany If 
March 1916; married 1950 
Deirdre de Peyer (two 
daughters; marriage dissolved 
1976); died Lordington, West 
Sussex 30 January 1998. 


A master of charmingly sly vil- 
lainy. the lull dark and urbane 
actor Ferdy Mayne will be re- 
membered Tor the effective 
menace he provided in count- 
ies films and television shows 
in his bO-ycar career, though his 
vcrsality extended well beyond 
portraying suave duplicity, to in- 
clude comedies, musicals and 
classic plays (his favourite role 
was Trigorin in The Seagull). 

He was born Ferdinand 
Mayer-Horckel in Maycnce, 
Germany in 1916. His father 
was the Judge of Maycnce and 
his mother, who was half- 
English, a singing teacher. Since 
the family was Jewish, the 
teenage Ferdinand was sent to 
England in 1932 to stay with his 
aunt Lee Hutchinson, a noted 
photographer and sculptress. 

He attended Frensham 
Heights School prior to training 
for the stage at the Royal AcacL 
emy of Dramatic Art and the Old 
Vic School. His first stage ap- 
pearanewas as the White Knight 


in Alice Through the Looking 
Glass with the West Croydon 
Repertory Company, but most of 
his early work came in radio- his 
fluent German put him in de- 
mand lor propaganda broadcasts 
during the Second World \ttir. 

His parents had been briefly 
interned in Buchenwald but 
were fortunate enough, due to 
his mother’s lineage, to get to 
England before the outbreak of 
war. Mayne’s first West End ap- 
pearance was in a German role, 
ns Kurt Muller in Lillian Heil- 
man's powerful anti-fascia play 
Watch on the Rhine at the Ald- 
wych (1943). the same year 
that he made his screen debut 
(hilled as Ferdi) in Old Mother 
Rllcv Overseas. 

In ihe highly prolific career 
that followed. Mayne appeared 
in over 80 films. In one of his 
earliest, Prelude to Fame ( 1950), 
as the hearty’ peasant father of 
a child progjdy, he was enor- 
mously touching in the scene in 
which be realises he must tem- 
porarily give his son up to the 
wealthy socialtate who can de- 
velop the boy’s talent. 

Though Mayne’s singing in 
the film was dubbed, he pos- 
sessed a fine baritone voice 
which he displayed to effect in 
several West End musicals. It 
was while appearing in the mu- 
sical Belinda Fair (1949) thal he 


met the actress Deidre de Pey- 
er who became his wife - they 
named their first daughter Be- 
linda in memory of the show - 
and though they divorced in 
1976 they remained dose. 

He later played a feature role 
in Richard Rodgers’ musical 
No Strings ( 1963) in which as the 
bored millionnaire dfllentante 
Louis de Pourtal be had a solo 
number “The Man Who Has 
Everything l has nothing)®, and 
in 1965 he look over the role of 
Max in the long-running 
Rodgers and Hammererein hit 
The Sound of Musk. 

Other stage work included 
the role of the German officer 
Hauptman Schultz mAJbertRN 
( 1952), the true-life story (later 
filmed) of prisanets-of-warwho 
substituted a dummy during 
roll-call for an escaping officer, 
and Judge Advocate Kunz in 
John Osbome’sA Patriot For Me 
( 1965) at the Royal Court. 

On screeen be was a sheikh 
in the delightful cometty The 
Captain's Paradise (1953) in 
which Alec Guinness main- 
tained two contrasting wives, 
one in North Africa and the oth- 
er in Gibraltar, and in the epic 
Ben-Hur ( 1959) played the cap- 
tain of the vessel which rescues 
the hero from the wreck of the 
galley ship. Mayne effectively 
bared fanes in Roman Poian- 



Dr Robert McIntyre 




•Doc Mac’s dour struggle for Scottish Independence 


Robert Douglas McIntyre, 
physician and politician: bom 
Dafzfef, Lanarkshire 15 
December 1913; married 1954 
Letitia Madeod (one son); 

MP (Scottish Nationalist), 
Motherwell and Wisftaw 1945; 
Chairman, Scottish National 
Party 1948-56. President 1958- 
80; died Stirling 2 February 
1998. 


Dr Robert McIntyre is regard- 
ed as the father of the SNP. He 
bad the distinction of being the 
Scottish National Party’s first 
MP and remained for the next 
50years the friend and mentor 
of its members and leadership. 

Towards the end of the Sec- 


ond World War. in April 1945, 
he won Motherwell at a by- 
election and held it until the 
General Election thal July; he 
packed many speeches into his 
three months at Westminster; 
those on education and Scot- 
land ring as true today as then. 

He took the straightforward 
view, shared nowadays by more 
and more voters, that it is ab- 
surd for Scotland to be ruled 
from England, and be wel- 
comed Scotland's entry to the 
European Union as a full mem- 
ber like Belgium, Ireland, Fin- 
land, and other snail countries. 

The press at the time (nev- 
er a friend of the SNP) accused 
him wrongly of refusing to take 
the Oath of Allegiance to the 


Crown. In fact, be could not find 
the requisite two sponsors. So 
he walked down to the Speak- 
er’s chair alone. The Speaker re- 
fused to recognise him. This 
episode reflected badly on the 
House of Commons and two 
sponsors did emerge. 

A son of the Manse, McIn- 
tyre qualifed as a doctor at Ed- 
inburgh University and 
specialised in chest complaints. 
He went on to be consultant 
chest physician for Stirlingshire 
and Clackmannan from 1951 to 
1979. As so often happens, he 
died of his own speciality. 

During the 1940s, 1950s and 
1960s he built up the party 
throughout Scotland, standing as 
a pariiamentaiy candidate in eiy 


sky's parody of Dracuia movies, 
Dance of the Vtonpires (1967), an 
unsubtle farce which, despite a 
mixed reception on its initial re- 
lease. has become a cult 
favourite, and Polanski used him 
Again in The Pirates (1986), an 


bucklers. 

In the war adventure Where 
Edges Dare (1968) Mayne had 
an important role as a tradi- 
tionalist Nazi genera] trying ro 
curb the more vicious excesses 
of the Gestapo, and he worked 
with Kubrick hi Barry Lyndon 
(1975). His television credits in- 
cluded a leading role ia Epitaph 

for a Spy (1953). a six-pan 
adaptation of Eric Ambler’s 
espionage story, and a regular 
role as a chef in the series The 
Royalty (1957-58), which started 
Margaret Lockwood as the 
owner of a luxury hotel. 

In recent years Mayne 
filmed frequently in Europe 
(he was a particular favourite of 
German audiences) and in the 
mid-1970s he settled in Amer- 
ica, working consistently until 
two years ago on television and 
in such films as The Black Stal- 
Son Returns (1983) and Corum 
the Destroyer (1984), but with the 
onset of Parkinson’s Disease he 
returned to En gla n d to be near 
his family. 

-Tom VoBonce 


general election from 1945 to 
1974 and in a by-election in 1971 
- 13 times. He also encouraged 
activists to stand as candidates. 1 
was one of them. My fust polit- 
ical speech was given in tascon- 
stimeocy in his presence, and this 
led to my name being put fcHward 
for the by-election at Hamilton 
in November 1967. He was always 
willin g to give me advice on all 
political matters, particularly as 
to how to cope as a lone SNP MP 
with benchfuls of Labour MBs 
from Scotland whose behaviour 
I found despicable. 

The SNP now contest every 
Westminster seat But it was not 
always the case. I remember 
how movingly McIntyre spoke 
at a meeting in a room in Stir- 


George 

Marks 


William George Marks, 
footballer: born Fighektean, 
Wiltshire 9 April *915; pfajred 
for Arsenal 1936-46. Bbdcbuin 
Rovers 1946-48, Bristol City 
1948, Reading 1948-53; 
married; died Salisbury 
Wiltshire 22 January 1998. 

Five thousand pounds would 
barely buy a day's labour from 
a top footballer today, yet 
1946 it was enough to make 
Geoige Maries the world's most 
expensive goalkeeper. 

Curiously in such record- 

breaking circumstances, his 
transfer from Arsenal to Black- 
burn Rovers came about be- 
cause hewas no longer wanted 
by the Gunners, his best years 
having been lost to the Second 
World Whr. 

Though be played only two 
League games for the north 
Londoners — whom be had 
Joined .from the amateur side 
Salisbury Corinthians in 1936- 
he finished the season of 
1938/39 as their first-choice 
keeper, then went on to help 
them win the Football League 
South Cup in 1942/43. Most no- 
tably, though, be highlighted his 
potential by representing Eng- 
land in eight wartime interna- 
tionals between 1941 and 1943. 

Official caps were not award- 
ed for these matches, availabil- 
ity of players being something of 
a lotteiy at the time, yet Marks's 
selection for his country along- 
side the likes of Stanley 
Matthews and Tommy Lawton 
reflected the immense regard in 
which he was held and proved he 
was one of the most accom- 
plished net-minders of his era. 

However Marks, who had 



ling packed with SNP candi- 
dates. “Once I had to use all the 
arts of persuasion to find one 
man or one woman to stand so 
thal 1 would not be our only can- 
didate. Now when I look 
around this room, for the first 
lime I know in my heart we shall 
win Scotland free.” Punch once 
carried a cartoon of him bran- 
dishing a swoid with the caption, 
“Mclntixely Alone". 

McIntyre had an intense 
love of sailing. He was known 
to aO in the Scottish National 
Party as “Doc Mac", and ad- 
mired by is and by thousands 
of Scots for his dour struggle for 
our independence through all 
the wilderness years. 

- Winifred M. Ewing 


Maries: expensive goalkeeper 

served with the RAF during 
the war, lost his Highbury place 
to George Swindin in January 
1946 after failing to gain leave 
to play in an FA Cup tie. Seven 
months later came the move to 
Blackburn, for whom he played 
magnificently for half a season 
before suffering a severe jaw in- 
jury. Thereafter a combination 
of fluctuating form and the fret 
that he lived and trained in bis 
native West Country combined 
to bring about a transfer to 
Bristol City in August 1948. 

Tfoo months later Marks, 
now 33, signed for Reading- 
wham he served nobly in the old 
Third Divirion South until 1953. 
There followed two years as a 
trainer-coach at Elm Park before 
he left the professional game, no 
doubt wondering what might 
have been had the war not coin- 
cided with his footballing pomp. 

Maries, a delightfully modest 
feflow.spent die remainder of his 
working fife as a local government 
officer in his native Wiltshire. 

- Ivan Panting 
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Birthdays 

Mr Ptter Allen, broadcaster, 52; 
VKy- Arimir alSir Peter Ashmore. 77; 
The Hoo Sir Clive Bossom B U for - 
mer MP, SO; Professor John Brown, 
Astronomer Royal for Scotland, 51; 
Mr Jim Qmninghain MP.57; Dr P.E. 
Thompson Hancock, specialist in 
cancer treatment, 94; Lord Hastam, 

fonn^diairman,'BntehCod,75;Mr 
Russell Hoban, author. 73: Mr David 
Malout novelist, 64; The Hon Mis 
Ray Michie MP, 64; Mr Stanley 
Nuwens MEP, 6% Sir Michael 
Niebolson, a Lord Justice of Appeal, 
Northern Ireland. 65; Dr Jaws 

Mcltt tosh 

er. 91; Mr Charies^flard, c^oon, 

stable, Thames Valley- 

— 

vereicy. 96: Mr John Wblw». 
SS* 55 ^N<™n Wisdom, 

5? 

Hertford CoUege, Oxford, 73. 
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1498; Pampeo Girolamo Batoni, 
punter, 17S7; Karen Carpenter, 
anger. 1983; liberace fWladiziu 
Weahno), entertainer, 1987. On this 
day: the Ashanti War ended follow- 
ing die Battle of Knmasi, 1874; the 
command of the German Army was 
assumed by Adolf Hitler, 1938; the 
Yalta Conference opened, when 
Chntdtfll, Roosevelt and Stalin met, 
1945; Ceylon (later known as Sri Lan- 
ka) became an independent state. 
1948; sweet rationing ended in 
Britain. 1953; the Sunday Times is- 
sued the first colour supplement in 

Britain, 1962. Todays the Feast Day 

of St Andrew Coremi, bishop. St 
Isidore of Felusmm, St Joan of Val- 
ois, St John de Britto, St Joseph of 
Leonessa, St Mbdan, St Nictates Stu- 
dites, St Phfleas, St Rembert and St 
Tbeophflus the Penitent. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Alexander Stui- 
ris. “Vim (1): the art of Jan van 

Eyck. 1pm; Alan Bennett, “Spoift for 
Choice’’. 630pm- 

Tate Gaflerys Christine BcyanosH, 
-The Neo-Romantic Landscape: 
Frands Bacon, Paul Nash and Gra- 
ham Sutherland” , 1pm. 

Wallace Collection: Rosalind Sav- 
m “Gold Boxes", 1pm- 

Coningsby Club 

The Committee of the Coningsby 
Cfab hosted a dinner last mgfcj ai 4be 

Criw.0* 1»*« m. ne 


LAW REPORT: 4 February 1998 


gutst Of honour and spemrerw® 
peter LiDey MP, Shadow 

erf the EwteP 1 ®. Mr Martin Calder- 
bank presided. 


Private prosecution was not an abuse of process 


The launching of* private 
prosecution against a young 
person charging him with an 
offence tor which he had 
received a police caution was 
not an abuse of the process 
of the court. 

H v L and another; Queen's Bench 

Divisional Court (Lord Justice 
Schiemann and Mr Justice foole) 29 
January 1998 


Tbe Diviaooal Gant allowed the 
appellants appeal fcy way cf case 
stated gainst the dedrioo of the 
Basildon Youth Court to stay a 
private prosecution brought by 
him as being an abuse of the 
process of the court 

Tte appellants son had been 
assaulted by the respondents, 
causing him actual bodily harm 
They were cautioned by tbe po- 
lice, each having had tbe bene- 
fit of legal advice, and signed a 
form which indicated in terms 
that such cautions did not pre- 
clude the bringing of proceed- 


ings by an aggravated party. 

The appellant subsequent- 
ly laid informations against 
the respondents, alleging affray 
and assault occasioning actu- 
al bodily harm. The justices 
found that because the re- 
spondents had been cautioned 
by tbe police, tbe proceedings 
should be stayed as an abuse 
of the process of the court, and 
dismissed the informations. 
Luke Blackburn (John Hayur, 
Southend-on-Sea) for the appdbnt; 
John Ljvingsron (Diver Harvey & 
PhSpoa, Bashkm) for the respondents. 

Mr justice Poole said that the 
jurikes had said in the case stat- 
ed that they were of the opin- 
ion that cautioning provided an 
important alternative to pros- 
ecution in the case of a young 
offender where there had been 
an admission of gu3t, and in ap- 
prqmatednmnistances, such as 
where the offender was of pre- 
vious good character. 


Whilst the administering of 
cautions to tbe respondents was 
not a bar to the institution of 
criminal proceedings by the ap- 
pellant in relation to offences 
arising out of the same incident 
in respect of which they badbeen 
cautioned, the justices had found 
that it was unfair and oppressive 
to the respondents to allow the 
proceedings to continue as that 
would frustrate the purpose of 
cautioning them, and would, 
further, undermine die policy 
adopted by tbe local police of 
cautioning young offenders in 
appropriate circumstances. 

It had been submitted on 
behalf of tbe appellant that the 
reasons put forward in the 
case stated were not ones 
which could have been used by 
the magistrates to make a 
proper finding of law. There 
was no potential unfairness to 
tbe respondents in the prose- 
cution, and proceedings should 
be stayed as an abuse of 


process only in exceptional 
circumstances. 

Counsel for the respondents 
had argued that the very pur- 
pose of the cautioning proce- 
dure would be seriously and 
adversely affected if private 
prosecutions of offenders who 
had been cautioned were rou- 
tinely permitted, and that such 
prosecutions should be stayed 
except where the prosecutor 
coukJ successfully argue on the 

frets of the particular case that 
the police had acted wrongly or 
unreasonably in res o rting to the 
cautioning procedure. 

That argument, if accepted, 


constraint upon private prose- 
cutions which had not existed 
previously and which had nev- 
er been contemplated by either 
the courts or die legislature. 
Tbe right of private prosecution 
was expressly presented by sec- 
tion 6(1) of the Prosecution of 
Offenders Act 1985. It was 


subject to a number of proce- 
dural limitations, and the court 
should not, in effect, add what 
would amount to a further cat- 
egory of restraint. Whether an 
offender’s admission, explicit in 
every caution case, could be 
used against him in a subse- 
quent prosecution was a mat- 
ter for the court’s discretion, 
both at common law and under 
section 78 of the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act 1984. 

The reasons put forward in 
the case staled were nol ones 
that could properly be used by 
the magistrates to make a 
proper finding of law, there was 
no unfairness or potential un- 
fairness to the respondents in 
the proposed prosecution; and 
the trial process contained suf- 
ficient common law and statu- 
tory mechanisms to ensure 
fairness in circumstances such 
as the present. The appeal 
would be allowed. 

- Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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What Clinton can tell Blair about Murdoch, the titanic tax avoider 
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Tony Blair flies off today to consort with 
the President of the United States. A love 
feast is prepared. The two men have a lot 
in common, starting with wives of con- 
siderable distinction. They share something 
else. In both their countries a large chunk 
of media power is exercised by the same 
corporate conglomerate controlled by a 
single man, Rupert Murdoch. His sway in 
American politics is a good deal less than 
the influence he enjoys in this country. Not 
even the most imaginative paranoid can 
trace a pattern in the products of the Mur- 
doch-owned Fox television and 20th Cen- 
tury Fox film, Bart Simpson and 
Independence Day included. But then 
again not even the biggest sceptic could 
deny Murdoch’s role in bankrolling the 
American right: if there is, as Mrs Gin- 
ton so memorably affirmed, a right-wing 
conspiracy out to do her husband down, 
rest assured Rupert Murdoch's fingers are 
somewhere in the pie. 

As for Britain, Murdoch is a man to 


whom a Labour prime minister opens the 
doors of Downing Street, the potentate to 
whom, mysteriously, party policies on con- 
centrations of power and competition are 
■ not to be applied. So will Messrs Blair and 
Clinton confer on how they perceive the 
power of Gtizen Murdoch? Bill Clinton 
ought to tell him what the United States 
Department of the Treasury has been up 
to, and as a result Ttray Blair might, just 
might, return to Britain with a gram or two 
more calcium in his backbone, prepared 
to look again at his pusillanimous and pro- 
foundly mistaken approach to the power 
of Murdoch. 

Led by the Internal Revenue Service 
of the United States, tax officials from sev- 
eral countries recently got together to swop 
notes on the global reach of News Corp, 
the Australian-based entity Murdoch uses 
to rule his empire. They confront a strik- 
ing question. Why does News Corp pay 
an effective corporation tax rate of just un- 
der 8 per cent while comparable media 


entities, such as Disney, pay nearly four 
times as much? 

Let’s be dear that the problem with 
Murdoch is not his success or his reach. 
News International - the British aim of 
the empire - is quick to allege that rivals 
are merely jealous, that they are anti-en- 
terprise. Wrong. Murdoch’s acumen as a 
businessman has been as a manipulator 
of the state. He is a connoisseur of regu- 
latory regimes. He uses his property to do 
bis politics. The News Corp story is a tale 
of tax havens, write-offs, accounting rales 
and clever balance sheet manipulation 
across differentjurisdictions.lt reports re- 
sults in Australia which, if preseated un- 
der US rules, would look dramatically 
different. Globalisation, in Murdoch 
terms, is the science of outsmarting na- 
tional tax authorities. The man admitted 
to Blair’s boudoir is a titanic tax avoider. 

The thing to register is that the Mur- 
doch empire is built on lack of trans- 
parency. The must be borne in mind when 


he pleads innocent to charges that he is 
a predator in British media markets, si- 
phoning off money here to subsidise ag* 
gression there. Exactly what are internal 
relationships between News Internation- 
al and the (part-owned) BSkyB, let alone 
his other telecoms and transport interests? 
The answer is that there are very few peo- 
ple inside the loop who know, let alone 
external competition regulators. Is Mur- 
doch using funds from broadcasting to sup- 
ply his newspaper operations in order to 
afford sustained price-cutting? The impact 
of those price cuts on the market is pal- 
pable. We at The Independent feel cuts in 
the cover price of The Times , and it hurts. 

But the argument goes much wider 
than the fate of one newspaper and the 
resulting minimis ation of pluralism in the 
market for news and opinion. It has two 
legs. One is about the effectiveness of com- 
petition rales and the regulatory bodies 
meant to enforce them. The Blair gov- 
ernment’s Competition Bill fails to give 


the United Kingdom rales on predatory 
pricing anywhere near as tough as those 
in the United States or even Australia. If 
it passes in its present form, however keen 
Derek Morris, the chairman in waiting of 
• the new Competition Commission, might 
be to investigate, his hands will be tied. 
With his lobbying might Murdoch seems 

likely to escape invitation. - • 

But there is a second reason why the 
complaisance of New Labour about Mur- 
doch is shocking. Murdoch is an over- 
mighty foreigner in oar midst. Any pnme { 
minister (remember those famous words 
of Toiy Stanley Baldwin) ought to be con- 
cerned about unaccountable power, espe- 
cially as it is brought to bear in the political 
arena. Yet Biair demurs, his henchmen ex- 
ulting in their friendship with Murdoch’s 
children and satraps. Has this prime min- 
ister no pride? Talk to Mr Clinton, Tony, 
and ask yourself why a predator who 
would not be tolerated in the United 
States can flourish untouched here. 
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Drink-drive laws 


Thanks to Europe 


It seems that nothing, in recent 
memory, has aroused such uni- 
versal compliance as the na- 
tion's collective repugnance 
for drink-driving. Such moral 
high ground, and the rash to be 
port of iu should be regarded 
with some suspicion. Two pints 
docs not make a drunk, yet get- 
ting caught is likely to brand you 
a “drunk-driver’ - for the rest of 
your life (report. 3 February). 

Most people who stop for a 
drink leave offer two pints. 1 do 
it, as do many of my friends. 
We’re not drunks, fiends, or 
(tillers of chfldrcn on zebra cross- 
ings, and after two pints we obey 
every cat’s-eye. We actually dri- 
ve more carefully after two pints. 

Our reactions are not any 
slower than they are first thing 
in the morning, when we are in 
a hurry to get to work, suffer- 
ing from a cold, daydreaming, 
angry, preoccupied, or in any of 
the states of mind and body we 
drive in, and about which there 
can be no legislation. Five hun- 
dred “alcohol-related" road 
deaths amongst lens of thou- 
sands of others. A little out of 
proportion, don’t you think? 

I’m asking for someone to 
speak out for the two-pints 
drinker, who wants to drive 
home without fear of being an 
easy target for a lazy police sta- 
tistic. It's lime to stop this hys- 
terical scapegoating of people 
who are doing nothing wrong. 
JAMES HANNAWAY 
Tring Hertfordshire 
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Phytiida Barstow (letter, 31 
January) relates how crossing 
the Channel used to be an ad- 
venture, everything cm the oth- 
er ride looking, smelling and 
tasting different. 

I too vividly remember cross- 
ing the Channel into a country 
in which it was impossible to get 
a decent meal in whole counties, 
because even if the ingredients 
were available, nobody knew 
what to do with them. A land 
where women left church ear- 
ly to put the cabbage on, and 
where the delicatessen was ag 
newsagent’s that sold milk ^ 

If England now looks, smells 
and tastes not that much dif- 
ferent from Europe, let us 
thank our lucky stars. 
NICOLAS duQ BIRD 
Bath, Somerset 
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A contribution towards reduc- 
ing the numbers of drivers who 
have had too much to drink at 
the pub would be to ensure that 
soft drinks are sold at a com- 
petitive price. 

Often my pint of coke is only 
a few pence cheaper than my 
husband’s pint of beer. The 
price of a pint of beer is inflated 
by the taxation levied upon it 
- why does my soft drink cost 
about the same amount? 
MEGAN C ROBERTSON 
Crewe, Cheshire 


Anti-culture club 


Julian Lloyd Webber (“Stop the 
dictators of modern music”, 22 
February) and others who in- 
sist on performing classical 
works by dead and populist 
composers are not pro-culture, 
but anti-culture. For every per- 
formance of Schumann’s Cel- 
lo Concerto, or CD sale of 
Britten, there are at least 30 
professional musicians, a con- 


ductor and a fashionable soloist 
commanding figures for which 
most young composers could 
create a whole new work of art. 

It is a myth that very few peo- 
ple want to hear contemporary 
art music. The problem is that 
the people who don't want to 
hear it are the ones who have 
the most disposable income, the 
most free time, and the loudest 
voices. If there is a dictatorship 
of modem music, these people 
provide it, sustaining the 1990s 
“bums on seats" justification for 
artistic enterprise that Mr Web- 
ber espouses. 

No audience, orchestra or 
cellist should try to influence 
what is felt by minds more cre- 
ative and sensitive than their 
own and living composers 
should not allow their curiosi- 
ty to be marginalised by medi- 
ocrity and commercialism. If it 
is true that only the best art sur- 
vives its own lifetime, we will 
never discover what is best in the 
music of today if it is not heard. 
MARTIN PARKER 
Penkridge, Staffordshire 


There is one factor above all 
others which determines that 
atonal new classical music (no 
harmony, no melody, no key 
nor rhythm) reaches the pub- 
lic ear rather than new work by 
tonal classical composers: the 
almost total broadcast mo- 
nopoly of new classical music 
possessed by Radio 3. 

Imagine if there was only 
one publisher of new literary Ac- 
tion in the entire country. That 
is Lhe relation a composer has 
to Radio 3. In this realm. Ra- 
dio 3 is an absolute totalitarian 
state. It is an utter anomaly in 
the multi-media age. 

KEITH BURSTEIN 
London SW17 


Saving the planet 


I should like to counter the sug- 
gestion by Hugh Aldersey- 
Wniiams (report, 2 February) 
that, in setting a target of a 20 
per cent cut in carbon dioxide 
emissions by 2010, the British 
government is guilty of harm- 
ful idealism. 


It is certainly an ambitious 
undertaking, but attainable. 
However, public support for 
such a target may be more 
forthcoming if the spotlight 
shifts from global wanning to 
things that more directly and 
immediately concern us. 

For example, with 8 million 
households receiving some 
form of benefit, we can assume 
that a high proportion of these 
and the “nearly poor" are vic- 
tims of fuel poverty. Cutting 
their fuel bills in half by raising 
the thermal efficiency of their 
homes would meet an acute so- 
cial need whilst generating jobs 
and cutting down on the £lbn 
annual health bill attributable 
to poor housing. 

The greatest energy cost in 
commercial buildings is the 
electricity bill for lighting. Us- 
ing the latest lighting technol- 
ogy, the lighting load could be 
reduced, even in older biddings, 
at the same time improving on 
Current ill uminatio n s tandar ds 
for work stations. New offices 
that are naturally ventilated 


and lit not ouly save energy, they 
also produce more amenable 
working conditions. In cases 
where corporate headquarters 
have moved to new’ “green'’ 
premises Lhe result has been a 
significant cut in absenteeism. 

Setting a target date around 
2005 for zero-emission city 
centres would propel car man- 
ufacturers into mass producing 
hybrid vehicles that could be 
electrically powered in pollu- 
tion-free zones or when pollu- 
tion levels are high. What about 
foe new baby Jaguar setting the 
example? Geaner air could be 
a very attractive by-product of 
foe 20 per cent CO : cut. 

Greater stress should be 
laid on strategies where saving 
foe planet for foture generations 
coincides with tackling more im- 
mediate social, health and eco- 
nomic problems. 

Professor PETER F SMITH 
Chairman, Environment and 
Planning Committee 
Royal Institute of British 
Architects 
London W1 


A mongrel language 


Mrs H Marie Bell (letter, 30 
January) recommends pho- 
netic spelling reform to en- 
courage early literacy in 
children. Fine! Let’s write “ov” 
for “or, “hed" for “head" and 
eliminate “gh”. Go beyond 
such timid steps, however, and 
you force millions worldwide 
to bow down to RP. Try 
selling that. 

And once children have 
learned to read only the new 
code, tiy getting them to take an 
interest in foe 600 years of Eng- 
lish literature which will all sud- 
denly look archaic. Or will they 
just scroll up a few controver- 
sially re-spelt Internet versions? 

While localised, ethnically 
pure, languages like German 
can promore a degree of co- 
hesion by imposing a phonetic 
system favourable to the 6 Lite 
dialect, I'm afraid our hapless- 
ly universal and mongrel lan- 
guage can only retain its own 
cohesion by, in the main, stick- 
ing to its historical morpholo- 


gy, to grasp which, incidental- 
ly, is an education in itself. 
BERNARD NOBLE 
The Hague, Netherlands 


Quick cash 


Nigel Pascoe QC, of the Bar 
Council, says that foe QC sys- 
tem recognises ability “in foe 
same way as foe appointment of 
a hospital consultant” ("Bar- 
risters attacked for price-fixing 
as think-tank calls for silk cut”, 
2 February). Not in remunera- 
tion it doesn’t! The NHS pays 
a hospital consultant approxi- 
mately £ 150 a drty while, on your 
figures, a QC gets £1350 a day 
from legal aid. Does QC stand 
for Questionable Comparisons? 
ANDREW A JEFFREY 
Roade, Northamptonshire 


Pbyllida Barstow is overly de- 
spondent about the “dead hand 
of foe European Union”. 

EU-based firms have re- 
sponded by drawing attention 
to foe national provenance of 
their products or foe brand 
name. Audi has a sensational- 
ly effective “this car is German" 
message (“Vorsprung durch 
TechnUC). VW has made a 
virtue of Germanic obsession 
with detail and advertising has 
taught us that Beck’s beer is 
made by the “brewmen of Bre£ J. 
men, Germany". 

Such marketing strategies 
have impact for foe simple 
reason that most people in the 
EU still believe in foe reality of 
national differences. Ask 
Nicole and her Papa. 

Professor DAVID HEAD 
Department of Modem 
Languages 

University of Northumbria at 
Newcastle 


All in the mind 


Your article on George Dyson 


(Hypewatch, ISM, 31 January^ 
mentions a dynasty of techno-* 


You show me yours 


Does Iraq have the right to in- 
spect foe West's weapons of 
mass destruction? 

PAUL O’HANLON 
Runcorn, Cheshire 


gurus. You might have men- 
tioned his mother, Verena 
Huber-Dyson, a distinguished 
mathematical logician. . 

On retirement off the oodkt 
of British Columbia, sbejoined 
the local yacht club to learn 
navigation. When the dasswas 
assigned exercises, foe other 
potential yachtspersons com- 
plained that “that lady” ql- 
ways solved all the problems In 
her head. ■’ 

IAN HACKING . T 

All Souls College 
Oxford 


The greatest story ever told - again, and this time, no one gets nailed to a cross 



MILES 

KINGTON 


It was only a matter of time before Disney 
decided to go for foe ultimate and make 
an animated film based on foe life of Jesus. 
This brave decision has been made partly 
because it makes sense from a Millennium 
marketing point of view, partly because 
there aren't many Old World classics left 
that they haven't already dealt with. 

lb allay fears about the Disney treatment 
ofa Bible story, Disney executives have been 
giving interviews to selected members of the 
press, and I was luclty enough to have five 
minutes with Ralph J Kleinmut,who is Chief 
Disney Jesus Story Co-ordinator, Europe. 
Here they are. (The five minutes.) 

Me: Doesn't it seem a strange idea to retell 
the Bible story, when it has already been 
quite well told? 

Disney: Has it? By whom? 

Me: In the Bible. 

Djsnqt Oh, rigjht! Well, in a sense, that helps 
our case, because there are at least four ver- 
sions of the Jesus story in the Bible, done 


by Mark, Matthew. Luke and John. So do- 
ing different versions is not a new idea. 
Me: So this will be the gospel according to 
Disney? 

Disney: Right! Don’t forget that many oth- 
er people have retold foe story, too. Nor- 
man Mailer, most recently, and your very 
own Lloyd Webber and Rice. 

Me: They are not my very own. 

Disney: Well they're somebody’s. Maybe 
ours. Yes, I think Rice is ours. 

Me in all modern Disney films, foe hero 
has been impossibly chunky, with vacant 
Hollywood beefcake looks. Will this apply 
to Jesus too? 

Disney: We are still auditioning for foe part 
of Jesus. 

Me: You have to audition for an animated 
part? 

Disney: For the voice, yes. 

Me But how will you draw him? And will 
there be a love interest? And win there be 
a happy ending ...? After all, you totally 


changed the end of The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame ... 

Disney: Wait, wait! Steady on. We're still 
formulating the beginning of the film. 
We’ve established Jesus as a baby in foe 


manger ... 

Me: Gurgling and chuckling, like Mowgli 
in The Jungle Book ? Already doing mira- 
cles in the crib? With the animals making 
googoo eyes over foe edge of the cot? And 
foe baby donkeys and oxen playing games, 
tossing foe gold, myrrh and frankincense 
back and forth? And a few birds singing 
gospel songs in black voices? 

Disney: Why, yes! How did you know? 
M« I have seen Disney films before, yon 
know. How are you visualising the 12 
disciples? 

Disney: As of right now, we are envisaging 
only seven disciples. They will be called Hap- 
py, Saintly, Holy, Moly, Goodly, Godly, and 
DoubtfuL 
Me Doubtful? 


Disney: Yes. He is based loosely on Doubt- 
ing Thomas, and he will be foe cute, comic 
one. 

Me: How do you have a cute, comic 

disciple? 

Disney Because whenever he prays he gets 
foe wrong answer to his prayers. 

Me: Hmm. Will foe disciples be dwarves? 
Disney: No. That would not be dignified. 
But Pontius Pilate will probably be a dwarf 
Me Why? 

Disney: So that people do not fed sorry for 
him when he gets zapped. 

Me Pardon? 

Disney: We have been rethinking the end 
to foe New Tbstameni story. 

Me Hold on. Do you mean that Jesus 
doesn't get crucified? 

Disney: Disney has never been pro-violence. 
W: are very -sensitive to any accusations that 
chfldrcn might be corrupted by on-screen 
violence. 

Me Do you mean that Jesus does not 


actually get crucified in the end? 

Disney: The whole message of foe New Tbs- ; 
tament is that Jesus is alive at the end. He- 1 
doesn’t die in the long run. The important- 

fomg is to affirm that Jesus is living. 

Me: Do you mean that Jesus doesn’t get tro-. 
cified? 

DfaneysWpfo we don’t say that he isn’t era-’: 
crfkd. But tt all takes place a little off-screen. 
The pomt we are emphasising is that Pori-' 
bus Pilate will get his comeuppance. TTiat’s 

^ hat Pf° pI t go“g to cheer for. 
aae: wnen he gets zapped? 

Disney: By a thunderbolt. Pbwi 

Me And he dies? 

MteTfish? He gets changed into a fish. ■ 
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Me: But what ...? 

Aide: Tm sorry. Five minutes is up; 
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iiAMlSH 
McRAE 
: IN SEARCH OF 
BIG IDEA 

# £,S?£2** and 'rigto go down intiie 

* o«?Pryboote as m or e important -just as 
Margaret Thatcher would*™ • 
portantthan RonSd^^” m0re 

# J{ Sff a UtUe startling to have a 

US cdunwist suggest that Thatcher was 
Reagan: the latter did 
r after aD “wm the Cold War. But if you try 
7 dom2 the personal element of the 
ach^vement and the influence projected be- 
. yond the country’s national borders I think 
. the judgement fa pretty fair. The US victo- 
ry over the Soviet Union was not so much 
. a personal achievement of the President, but 
. the cumulative effect of US economic and 
technical might competing against an eco- 
. . nomic system that was already falling apart. 
Margaret Thatcher, working out of a much 
. weaker power-base - the demoralised strike- 
rjddeD Britain of 1979 - established a set of 
ideas which continue to sweep the world. 

Not only was Britain the first developed 
country to promote the notion that gov- 
ernments should seek to become smaller 

rather than larger, the practical application 

of that notion became Britain’s biggest 
post-war intellectual export. Last year, 
China announced the privatisation of its state 
industries: more than 100 million people on 
the other side of the world are now having 
the nature of their employment changed as 
a result of an idea developed here under 
Margaret Thatcher. 

Now apply the same benchmark to Clin- 
ton and Blain are they developing and pro- 
moting ideas that could conceivably sweep 
the, world? 

I don't see much that can beattributed 
directly to Bill Clinton. If you look at the big 
issues that need to be tackled in the US and 
seewhere the new ideas are coming from, 
they are all bottom-up. Things like the Wis- 
consin programme to transfer people from 
welfare to work or tbe attack on crime in New 
\orkare now attracting enormous attention 
elsewhere in the world (including tbe UK), 
but these have nothing to do with the Pres- 
ident If you were looking for a US figure 
whose ideas might come to have world res- 
onance I guess you might turn to Alan 
Greenspan, chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board: but the reality is that US influence 
in the world is mud? more a general result 
of economic success than a result of presi- 
dential intellect 

And Tbny Blair? Well, we don't know, do 
we? It is quite easy to sketch how the role of 
government is Likely to change over the next 
generation, how the UK happens to be in the 
right position to be a potential leader in that 


SS,°^ Mge ’ Tony Blair has 

thorny to push it through. But will he? 

as finriino^ ° fTo py BIair « often presented 
feet way between the cf- 

rechvebut biuiaj vena,*, ^market capitalism 

£25* “ d ** faItcrin 8 state 
1 *“** anally *e chal- 
moL SST*****”* government is 
to interesting It is how 

th t,P ro P er role <* government 
“away that wffl both foster a more efficient 
“ononty and protect, encourage and em- 
power the weakest citizens. 

TTie continental European model has 
to get the government to provide the 
sen**: to run an extenswe (and in many ways 
racejlent) social welfare system as well os 
budding nuclear power stations, high-speed 
ran hnks and pouring money into banks like 
Credit Lyonnais. We here have been feel- 
ing our way towards a different model one 
which makes the distinction between the 
stele s responsibility to ensure adequate ser- 
vices and the actual provision of those ser- 
vices. The weapons have been privatisation 
and regulation: do less and regulate more. 

Unsuxprisingty we have made a kx of mis- 
takes. Many services that remain largely in 
public bands (health and education) are not 
frdly satisfying the customers; some services 
that have been passed to the private sector 
(eg Virgin's west coast railway line) have yet 
to do so. Our regulators have had to learn 
3 s they go along, and some of them have per- 
formed better than others. 

What we cannot yet know is whether the 
Blair government (or governments if he gets 
back) will just refine and improve this mix 
of private and public provision, a ‘‘let’s see 
what seems to work and give it a push" ap- 
proach. That fa what seems to be happening 
now: a bit more private sector initiative here, 
a bit more regulation there; a bil of public- 
sector spending on the Millennium Dome, 
a bit of public-sector dosh for the Channel 
link, a bit of private money for tbe tube. 

There is nothing wrong with that. Indeed 
it may be the best way of learning how gov- 
ernments will have to behave over the next 
generation: do not have too many grand ideas; 
just try not to make a mess of things. But it 
is not going to be a Big Idea we wffl export 
to the wodd "We may export lots of small ideas, 
as does tbe US at the moment; but Tbny Blah- 
will reap no more credit than Bill Clinto n. 

' There is, however, the outline of a Big 
Ideafloating around, bits of which you can 
discern both from Tbny Blair’s speeches and 
from some government actions, ft is that gov- 
ernments will redefine the frontier between 
what fa proper for the public sector and what 
is proper for the private sector by changing 
people's perception of their own responsi- 
bilities. In other words the state will do less 
not by abdicating its responsibilities, but by 
changing people's behaviour so that it does 
not need to do so much. 

Thus single mothers will not need to rely 
so much on other taxpayers to support them 
because they will be able to support them- 
selves. People will not need to use the NHS 
so much because they are smoking less, ex- 
ercising and eating healthier foods. We will 
get richer because we will learn to behave 
better. This is a concept of government which 
is really breathtakingly bold, a Big Idea that 
really would change the entire way in which 
governments operate in developed countries 
in the next century. In fact it is really the only 
way out of the bind in which governments 
find themselves, caught between higher ex- 
pectations and smaller resources to fulfil 
those expectations. And if the message is to 
“behave better”, Mr Blair has a significant 
advantage over the man in the Oval Office. 



So Texas thinks this is a humane 
substitute for the electric chair? 



PAUL 

VALLELY 

IN THE DEATH 
CHAMBER 


Blue is the colour of death in 
Huntsville, Texas. Pale blue. 1 
know because 1 have been in- 
side the chamber in which the 
lethal injection is administered 
Indeed I hove leaned a gainst [he 
padded metal gurney to which 
Karla Faye Tucker was last 
night due (o be strapped. 1 
looked up. Overhead was a 
neon light and the ceiling of 
powder blue. Such is the final 
earthly sight of the condemned 
prisoner. **A psychologist sug- 
gested that colour." the assistant 
warden told roe. “Ji is very re- 
laxing." It minimises the urge to 
struggle, apparently. 

Tbe gurney is the only piece 
of furniture in the death cham- 
ber in the Walls Unit of the 
Ti'xas Department of Correc- 
tions prison. To the side is a win- 
dow like that of the control 
booth in a TV studio. Karla 
Tucker nominated five people 
to watch her die from behind 
the thick plate glass, the maxi- 
mum number of personal wit- 
nesses allowed. Three relatives 
of her victims also asked to be 
present. 

But there fa another room, 
hidden from the view of the con- 
demned individuaL It houses the 
equipment from which the fa- 
tal cocktail fa administered by 
an official who cannot see the 
person the state has decided to 
kill. Three tubes feed into a sin- 
gle catheter which passes 
through the wall and to the gur- 
ney. Along it passes pavulon (a 
muscle relaxant), sodium 
thiopental (the lethal poison) 
and potassium chloride (which 
stops the heart dead). “If you 
don't get tbe balance right," the 
assistant governor told me, “he 
would kick like a horse". 

It was “he" in those days. Ex- 
ecutions are a pretty routine 
thing in Tfcxas. But they were all 
men. Karla Faye Ticker is the 
first woman to be executed 
there since the American Civ- 
il ^fer. “1 don’t like doing it, but 
it is a part of my job," said the 
man responsible for the proto- 
col of tbe executions as he out- 
lined the rules on who is 
allowed to visit in tbe Death Cell 
and on the convict’s last show- 
er, change of clothes and final 
meaL Karla Ticker, we are 
told, requested a banana, 



Death bed: poisons pass unseen down a cube from the adjoining room 


poaches and a tossed salad. 
Vciy healthy. 

There fa a ghastly irony 
about so much to do with the 
execution process. Apart from 
the thick broad straps of fawn 
leather by the metal bed, the at- 
mosphere in the chamber is 
medical. There is a snap to wrap 
around the condemned arm 
just like the one the doctor uses 
when you have a blood sample 
taken. And before the deadly 
needle is inserted, the arm fa 
thoughtfully . wabbi'd with dis- 
infectant The person who in- 
serts the needle in the arm is not 
the same one who then activates 


until the new technology matte 
him redundant. His contempt 
for the lethal injection was al- 
most palpable. 

“If a man is sentenced io 
death, he ought to have some- 
thing to fear rather than a nee- 
dle which lets him go to sleep. 
When you kick that motor on 

are! you hear it moan-well that 
gets him a little upset, "said the 
grizzled old executioner over 
coffee at a small-town diner 
where the tables were covered 
in rcd-checkcd gingham. 1 re- 
called the story that a former 
head of the Texas prisoa service 
had told me. “I had to supervise 


tained his innocence, but few 
people believed him- 

l a iring into tbe eyes of a 
man who is condemned to die 
ft fa hard to resist the tempta- 
tion to make a judgement 'Die 
young Hispanic convict sat in a 

metal cage and peered through 

a dot of thick reinforced glass. 
For some reason throughout the 
interview I was seized with the 
convulsion that I had to decide 
whether I believed him. “The 
courts should stop playing these 
games. If one of us kidnapped 
someone and locked them up 
for ten years and told them 

evezy day that they were to be 


Before the deadly needle is inserted 
the arm of the condemned prisoner is 
thoughtfully swabbed with disinfectant 


the plunger, so that responsi- 
bility fa shared, just as with a fir- 
ing squad some soldiers are 
given blanks. No doctors are in- 
volved hi the act (though one fa 
on hand to certify death J and yet 
there seems about the process 
an unnatural and rather wilful 
inversion of the Hippocratic 
Oath, much as there is in saianic 
parodies of Christian worship. 
In this atmosphere the cold 
courtesy of the prison officials 
seemed to me to be chilling. 

All this was some years ago. 
I had gone to Huntsville not 
long after Texas abandoned 
death by electrocution for the 
“more humane" injection. Just 
down the road from the redbrick 
jail I met Sam Gils trap, who for 
26 years had been the master 
mechanic for the electric chair 


14 executions,” Dr George Beto 
had said. "The worst was that 
of a Wack man who sang “Swing 
Low, Sweet Chariot" as he 
walked from the cell to the 
chamber. I couldn’t see him at 
first, i could just bear him com- 
ing along the hall. Even today 
that song makes my flesh 
creep.” But Sam Gflstrap had 
taken part in 125 executions. At 
night, he said, he slept weO 
enough. 

I returned to the jail and 
Death Row where I had 
arranged to interview the next 
man to be executed, Carlos De 
Luna. He was a 24-year-old who 
had been convicted of stabbing 
to death a petrol station atten- 
dant in the town of Corpus 
Chriai, in southern Tbxas, three 
years before. All along he main- 


killed, people would say it was 
a barbaric crime, but for the 
state it is legal It is like abor- 
tion; it fa the very same people 
who are against killing babies 

wbo are in favour of killing me," 
he said. 

It was, I remember thinking 
at the tune, not a diatribe so 
much as an expression of be- 
wilderment. ‘T’he reason 1 
agreed to talk to you was so peo- 
ple can see that I have feelings 
too, that Tm not an animaL This 


Photograph: AP 


is a human being speaking. Is it 

right to do this?” 

All at once I was overcome 
with the certainty that he was 
guilty. And yet, at the same time, 
I knew his guilt was a matter of 
utter irrelevance in tbe face of 
what was about to happen. He 
was one of 250 men and three 
women on Death Row. They 
were not the only murderers in 
the jafl, and indeed many of 
those not under sentence of 
death had committed crimes far 
more heinous. But they had lost 
in the legal lottery in a state 
where 90 per cent of cases are 
settled by plea bargaining in 
which the accused accepts a 
lighter sentence in return for a 
guilty plea. It was the poor, the 
simple and the inept who end- 
ed up on Death Row, the ones 
who couldn’t afford a decent 
lawyer. 

If only Karia Tucker had had 
one she might have been able 
to transform her case into agen- 
der issue earlier, just as O J 
Simpson turned his trial into 
one about race and Louise 
Woodward’s became one about 
whether mothers should go out 
to work. Had Ticker harnessed 
at a much earlier stage the 
support which has mushroomed 
from born-again Christians (af- 
ter her conversion). anti-death 
penally liberals and most latterly 
women’s groups, it might have 
been a different story. But for 
Karia Tucker fame, it seems, 
came a tittle too late. 


Paddy Ashdown killed my guinea pig 



GLENDA 

COOPER 

^UNWANTED 

HOUSE GUESTS 
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castlo-upon- 



itical party- 

Ashdown’s 
that the 
as off on a 
d spending 
family that 
e to five on 


as heard 
r’s isaper- 
ly people 
ble. And 
teir latest 
“lfare-to 


woric get off tbe dole or we’re 
sending Paddy round to stay. 
(Certainly it’s likely to have a 
greater effect than any Job 
Seekers’ Allowance or childcare 
scheme.) 

The organiser of the visit, a 
Literal Democrat councillor, 
said Paddy’s hosts wished to 
remain anonymous to avoid the 
pressure of the media glare: 
That means that we can only 
imagine what could possibly 
happen when a brave politician 
goes to seek “real views Cram 

real people” ... 

It’s 00:00 hours (or 535pm 

to you or me) and three masked 

men in camouflage gear and a 
dog knock down the front door 
of the council bouse belonging 
to George, Julie and their chil- 
dren lack and Susan. Flat 

against the wall the men swarm 

into the living room and tie toe 

i ~ F — fhn ift M b 


jog room chairs- Then one 
pulls off bis masfc At ease, 
jroops. Hi. I'm Paddy Ash- 
dowJuGreat to meet some real 

Se instead of to^out 

with the Young Ljb Dems. 
Let’s discuss Labours planned 

sSe-upoftheWiefitssys- 

Hfa faithful mongrel, 
tem- HIS Paridv 


grts out t* translation 

!"&, it’s * bad ^ “ 


choose. The kids seem to be 
concentrating on a soap opera 
called Neighbours (which Pad- 
dy notes doesn’t seem to quite 
fit the party’s stance on finding 
local solutions to local prob- 
lems) and Julie fa concerned 
about starting tea. 

“Don’t worry - let’s for- 
ager shouts Paddy. “We had to 
in Borneo you know!” He re- 
turns a few minutes later with 
a gm»U furry animal which he 
kills with his bare hands. “I’ve 
eaten rats before -we had hard 
times in the Marines," he says. 
Young Susan starts to cry: 
“You’ve killed Bubbles the 
guinea pig, you horrible, hor- 
rible man. Boohooohooo." 

Paddy looks apo logetic. “Oh 
rfarrm not again. Difficult to teD 
in the dark. I’m so sorry” he 
says. There is a ferocious 
knocking at the door. He 
sp rings up again. “A riotl We get 
an awful lot of those in Yeovil 

too you know. I once fought off 

. a knifowieiding attacker with 
an old Special Boat Service 
trick." He opens the door sud- 
denly and pounces on tbe in- 
truder. Unfortunately, the little 
old lady he jumps on gives him 
a shinning left book and fells 
him. “Getyoor filthy bands off 
me, young man. Tm not that 
kind of girl,” she squawks. 
“Julie, those local la<fc are caus- 


ing trouble again. Three of 
them dressed up playing silly 
buggers have uprooted my best 
apple tree and fence.” 

“I think that was Mr Ash- 
down, Ma’am,” says Julie. “I 
think they were using the twigs 
as disguise. It’s something 
politicians do." 

“Er yes," says another of the 
camouflage men. “Sorry about 
that. We didn’t know what else 
to use. Have a Young Lib Dem 
spliff in compensation.” 

“Don’t mind if I do," says 
the good lady, accidentally 
kicking ftukiy quite viciously on 
the shin as she sits down. “Pad- 
dy Ashdown did you say? Isn’t 
your real name Paddy Pants- 
down? Didn't I hear ..." 

“Great, the whole family is 
finally together,” breaks in Pad- 
dy. “Now we can really discuss 
wh at you thick of the welfare 
state.” 

There is a stunned silence. 

“Well I think it’s a good 
idea," ventures George. 

“I don’t think lone parent 
benefit should be cut,” adds 
Julie. 

“Can we watch East- 
Enters '! * chorus Jack and 
Susan. 

“But do you think that 
Lateur is backtracking on their 
election pledges? What do you 
think of the Tories opposing a 


£65m benefit cut that they had 
proposed in government? What 
do you think of the Lib Dem 
proposals?” adds Paddy. 

“It’s time for lea," says Julie 
with relief. 

Throughout the meal Pad- 
dy cross-examines each mem- 
ber of tbe family for half an 
hour about their knowledge of 
the childcare disregard, pen- 
sioners’ one-off winter pay- 
ments and disability living 
allowance. Adding up the 
marks at the end, Susan and 
Jack tie, with Susan winning the 
tie break for knowing Harriet 
Harman’s middle name. She’s 
given a Lib Dem “Make a Dif- 
ference” election poster as a 
prize. At 8J20pm Paddy pro- 
nounces it time for bed. 

“But we haven't seen the 
end of EastEnders yet,” sulks 
Jack, still miffed over Har- 
man. Paddy looks surprised. 
“But we’re getting up at 6.15am 
to read through the papers. My 
overnight team will have pro- 
vided a brief on the media. 
Then we’re going jogging and 
a few physical jerks - mens sana 
in corpora sono." 

“IVe hurt my ankle” says 
Julie. 

“Oh don't worry. It’s some- 
thing Fve adapted from the All 
Work test to see if you’re eli- 
gible for disability benefit Most 


people who have to do it are 
much more ill than you are," 
replies Paddy cheerily. 

Darkness descends on the 
bouse in Denton as Paddy 
sleeps peacefully curled up 
with his Marioe “Ifeddy Bear and 
a copy of the 1997 manifesto. 
So soundly that be does not 
hear the furtive footsteps out- 
ride his door and the quiet dos- 
ing of the front door. 

Outside the Job Centre 
George and his family shiver, 
waiting for dawn to break and 
the centre to open. Soon they 
are joined by two other fami- 
lies huddling together in horror. 

“What are you doing here?” 
they afl ask The other two snort 
in derision at George's tale. 
“Paddty Ashdown? Gosh you’re 
so lucky. We've been up since 
four ringing hymns with Tony 
and Cherie. And we had to pul 
up with Twenty Questions on 
the Millennium Dome." 

“Piah that’s nothing,” said 
the others. “We’ve been doing 
transcendental meditation with 
William Hague all night When 
Ffion started ringing ''Land of 
My Zfethezs” to drown out tbe 
chanting, we switched on the 
ghettoblaster. And when they 
threatened to call for Cecil 
Parkinson we left Never again. 
Just give me a job and get them 
out of here.” 


Ml 

Costs less to 
protect than 
you think. 


They say that a glass of red wine a day 
good for you. It’s relatively inexpensive and, 
of coarse, eqjoyaMe. But It doesn't come with 
any firm guarantees. 

Omr Primecare plan, on the other hand, is a 
rather more reliable way to look after your 
health. It offers private health cover for the 
price of a glass of wise - from as little as 55p a 
dqy. Primecare is not only affordable, hot 
covers yos for all the things that really matter. 
Things like hospital costs, specialist fees, 
alternative treatments and physiotherapy. 

And became Primecare comes with an 
automatic no -claims discount, you’ll find 
the premiums easy to swallow right from 
the start 


:*£•*•*£* 
vu z- 


To see how little Primecare can 
cost, call now for a personal 
quotation and full details. z 

0800779955 


i 

You pay less for quality 
health insurance. 


l P rime Health 

amba at th» Santod Ufa Cm* 
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GUS stuns City by 
launching hostile 
£1 .6bn bid for Argos 


Great Universal Stores 
surprised the stock 
market yesterday with a 
£1 .6bn hostile bid for 
Argos, the catalogue 
retailer. Argos rejected 
the bid as ‘opportunistic’ 
and must fight the 
takeover without its 
chief executive who is 
seriously ill. Nigel Cope, 
City Correspondent 
reports. 


GUS turned hostile after failing 
to agree terms with the Argos 
management during two meet- 
ings in the past week. GUS 
pitched its cash offer at 570p but 
the Argos share price soared 42 
percent to 630p, indicating that 
the City regards it as only an 
opening shot. GUS shares 
closed 29p higher at 762p. 

“At the right price it is an at- 
tractive deal but it would not 
look so good much over 630p.” 
said Nick Bubb at SG Securi- 
ties, Argos rejected the offer 
and advised its shareholders to 
reject the offer. Argos also an- 
nounced that its chief executive, 
Mike Smith, is unable to under- 
take his full range of duties and 
is undergoing a course of med- 
ical treatment. The company 
has decided to search for a new 
chief executive designate. “To 
describe it [the bid] as oppor- 
tunistic in view of ail the cir- 
cumstances would be an 
understatement," it said. 

Analysts were sceptical that 
a counter-bidder would emerge. 
Some suggested Kingfisher but 
it would run into regulatory dif- 
ficulties as its Wooiworths chain 
has a high market share in toys 
in which Argos is also strong. 


It is GUS's first ever hostile 
bid in its 80-year history and wffl 
be funded by around £lbn debt, 
the first time the company has 
owed a penny since the 1950s. 
Lord Wolison, GUS chairman, 
first approached Argos nine 
months ago about a possible 
link in home shopping. It held 
bid talks with Sir Richard 
Lloyd, the Argos chairman, 
twice in the last week but they 
broke down on price. “Our 
. impression was that they agreed 
there was a certain logic to the 
deal but there was a big gap on 
price,” Lord Wolfson said. 

GUS said its offer represen- 
ted a 40 per cent premium to the 
closing Argos price on 27 Jan- 
uary and so was “full and fair”. 

Lord Wolfson said the logic 
of the deal was not to cut costs 
or clear out the Argos manag- 
ement, most of whom would be 
retained. He said the deal 
would give GUS a high street 
presence with 433 stores, which 
could be used to buQd a valu- 
able database on customer 
shopping habits. 

A deal would enable GUS 
to offer Argos products though 
its own catalogues, which in- 
clude Kay's and Choice, and to 
include GUS ranges in the 
Argos product selection. GUS 
also said it would be able to help 
Argos build a home shopping 
and home delivery operation at 
a fraction of the cost of the pro- 
gramme planned by Argos. It 
said it would be able to offer call 
centres, and a delivery infra- 
structure using Its White Arrow 
van network, which handles 
1 10 mill ion parcels a year. GUS 
would also be able to offer 
credit to customers using its Ex- 
perian finance operation. 

Lord Wolfson said Argos 
had been facing considerable 
pressure as rivals grabbed mar- 


ket share in its core markets of' 
toys, electricals and jewellery. 
A good home shopping oper- 
ation would also help alleviate 
Argos' problems with long 
queues at Christmas, be said. 

He said he did not expect the 
deal to run into problems with 
the regulatory authorities as 
there were no market share 
problems. 

The offer is a huge blow to 
Argos, which was one of the 
stock market’s star performers 
in 1995 and early 1996 but has 
since fallen from grace. **It is in- 
escapable that Argos has run 
out of steam,” said Richard Hy- 
man of Verdict Research. “But 
it is a good business and is not 
dead and buried.” He said 
among of its problems were a 
mature market, price competi- 
tion from rivals, and few ex- 
clusive products that could not 
be bought elsewhere. He said 
some consumers might have de- 
serted the stores for shops with 
slightly better service and a su- 
perior store environment. 

It has been seeking new 
routes to customers and plan- 
ned to roll out a national home 
shopping operation next year. 

The deal would mark a re- 
turn to the high street for GUS, 
which in the 1960s had more 
than 2,000 stores. It represents 
a further step in the revitalisa- 
tion of GUS under Lord Wolf- 
son, who became chairman in 
autumn 1996. During his tenure 
the once sleepy group has 
already paid £lbn for Experian, 
an American credit scoring 
and database company. 

It is thought GUS might de- 
merge the Burberry operation, 
which has 60 UK stores, at some 
stage. Lord Wolfson admitted 
yesterday a demerger might be 
possible in three to five years. 

Outlook, page 21 



Cash calk GUS claims It could slash the cost of developing Argos* home shopping operation Photograph: Andrew Buurman 
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Treasury nets £l00m 
as taxpayers miss 
January deadline 


Fresh jobless estimate will provide a truer picture 


The Government yesterday 
admitted that nearly a million 
taxpayers had failed to send in 
self-assessment tax returns on 
time for last Saturday’s dead- 
line, netting the Treasury up to 
£100m in fines. But ministers 
made a surprise concession to 
those who made innocent mis- 
takes by offering a week's ex- 
tension to some. 

Dawn Primarolo, the finan- 
cial seeretaiy to the Treasury, 
set a new deadline for tax- 
payers who make mistakes. 
Taxpayers will now have until 
the li February to correct and 
return the forms. 

An estimated 400,000 tax- 
payers - just under 5 per cent 
- made oversights in filling in 
their tax returns and had them 
sent back. Many faced a £100 
penalty for missing the deadline 
because of unwitting errors. 

“In this first year of self as- 
sessment, I am prepared to be 
flexible. Where forms which 
were already returned to tax- 
payers are corrected and sent 
back by 11 February, they will 
be regarded as having met the 
deadline.” Ms Primarolo said. 

Final figures show that 
810,000 taxpayers missed the 
deadline altogether, plus 70,000 
partnerships and 20,000 trusts. 
Those who missed will be fined 
£100 each unless the tax liability 
is less than £100, 


The taxpayers who missed 
the deadline will not only face 
a fine. They will also receive es- 
timated bills from the Revenue 
- usually higher than their own 
estimates. A surcharge of 5 per 
cent will apply to tax outstand- 
ing by the end of February. 

Accountants yesterday at- 
tacked the Treasury for being 
far too harsh - given its own 
Tecord of mistakes. 

These included a failure to 
publish essential software, 
needed to process forms, before 
October. Accountants normally 
start work on tax returns at least 
nine months before deadline. 

Nigel Eastaway, of the Char- 
tered Institute of Taxation, 
said: “The concession is wel- 
come but it doesn't go far 
enough. We think it’s a bit 
harsh when a lot of people have 
been burning the midnight oil 
to get the forms done. It would 
have been appropriate as a 
gesture for the Revenue to 
have adopted a lighter touch.” 

Only those who have what 
the Revenue thinks is a “reason- 
able excuse" will be let off. Ex- 
cuses such as “the tax return was 
too difficult” or “My accountant 
was slow” are not thought rea- 
sonable. Reasonable excuses 
include a flood in the Post 
Office, theft of tax records or the 
death of a close relative. 

-Andrew Verity 


Official unemployment 
figures will in future give a 
truer picture of how many 
people cannot find work. 
The Governments 
statistics office is to 
downplay the discredited 
figures for the number of 
benefit claimants in favour 
of a measure in fine with 
international standards. 
Diane Coyie, Economics 
Editor, reports. 


Starting in April, the headline 
jobless total will appear to jump 
by some 500,000 to about 1.9 
million as the result of a detision 


fcy the Office for National Sta- 
tistics (ONS) to emphasise an 
alternative measure of unemploy- 
ment conforming to interna- 
tional standards, and downplay 
the current total. 

The decision - first reported 
in The Independent last October 
but delayed by last-ditch resis- 
tance within Whitehall - does not 
go as far as some critics would 
like. The ONS is to base a 
monthly estimate of the number 
of people seeking jobs and avail- 
able to work on the quarterly 
Labour Force Survey (LFS). 

Like the critics of the many 
“fiddles" which helped reduce 
the headline claimant count 
over the years, the ONS would 
have preferred to switch to a full 
monthly survey of the jobs 


market. But the cost of at feast 
£10m a year was prohibitive. 
The compromise will cost about 
£250,000 a year. 

Tim Holt, director of the 
ONS, said: “There has been a 
lack of confidence in the labour 
market figures and this has 
affected public confidence in 
statistics at large." 

He added he expected the 
Government would soon be 
holding consultation on its com- 
mitment to create an indepen- 
dent statistical service. 

The ONS will continue to 
publish the number of 
claimants, as this is readily 
available from benefit offices. 

John Philpott, director of the 
Employment Policy Institute, an 
independent think-tank, said: 


"This is a step in the right 
direction." 

Bui he added that even the 
new. internationally compara- 
ble measure left out some un- 
employed people such as lone 
parents who might not be ac- 
tively looking for work but 
whom the Government was 
keen to get into jobs. 

The two measures - the 
claimant count and the existing 
quarterly LFS. unemployment 
total - have tended to move in 
the same direction. Both have 
fallen rapidly in the past two 
years and the gap is now as wide 
as it has ever been. 

However, at least 10 changes 
to benefit rules since 1979 have 
all helped to reduce the num- 
ber of claimants by far more 


than what most economists 
would take as a “true” measure 
of unemployment. 

As a result, the headline 
jobless total became one of the 
most discredited and politi-. 
cised of all official statistics. It 
was criticised by the Royal 
Statistics Society, the House of 
Commons Employment Com- 
mittee and even the former 
bead of the Office for National 
Statistics, Bill Madennao. 

In future, the ONS will pre- 
sent a more detailed monthly 
picture of the jobs market, such 
as an analysis of full and part- 
time employment, temporary 
and permanent jobs, and rea- 
sons for “economic inactivity”, 
such as being in full-time 
education. 


Increased 
£4bn offer 
may spark 

Energy 
bid battle* 


A bidding war far Energy Group, 
owner of Eastern ‘Ekxtadty, was 
in prospect last night after Parifi-. 
Carp launched an increased 
£4.06bn bid for tile company. 

The offer valued the group 
at 765p a share - 13 per cent 
above PadfiCoip’s first offer last 
year. But yesterday shares in 
Energy Group soared 21p to 
775 as analysts predicted 
rival predators would join the 
bidding, forcing the US utility 


to improve on its offer. v- 


PadfiCorp made a £3. 
takeover bid last June, but the 
offer lapsed after the deal was 
referred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. Since 
the MMC cleared the link-up, 
two other potential bidders 
have emerged in the shape of 
Tbxas Utilities, another US 
power group, and Nomura, the 
Japanese investment bank. : 

Fred Buckman, PadfiCorp 
chief executive, admitted t here 
was a possibility that the rival 
bidders would wade in with a 
higher offer, but said Texas did 
not have a history of "bidding 
beyond their means”. •: 

“I'm prepared for the fact 
that others might step in ... 
WbVe offered pretty good vafae 
and on terms that the others win 
find it hard to compete with.” C , 
PadfiCorp also implied that 
the other suitors still in discus- 
sions with Energy Group could 
face MMC investigations. “Reg- 
ulatory clearance was spedfic to 
PhdfiCorp. 'Fm putting for- 
ward a bid which is not going to 
be referred,” said Mr Buckmin, 
adding that PadfiCorp bad 
agreed to sell two Energy 
Group coal mines in Arizona to 
satisfy the US regulator, the 
Federal Trade Commission. 

Both Nomurar and' Teus 
face opposition from Labour 
MPs concerned: about East- 
ern’s financial security. Privacy 
PadfiCorp believes Tbxns’s 
nud ear power liabilities, along 
with Nomura's reputation for 
complex financial deals, make 
it likely both, bids would bp 
referred to the MMC 

Mr Buckman denied that 
PadfiCorp would resort to junk 
bonds to fund the deal. Around 
$1.8bn (fl.lbn) of the new 
offer would be funded from 
PaciE Corp’s cash reserves, 
more than in the previous bid, 
with the remaining $4.Sbn 
through debt. But it would still 
leave PadfiCorp with a $15bn 
(£9.4bn) debt mountain. 

Meanwhile, Energy Group 
yesterday revealed quarterly 
operating profits of £314m be- 
tween October and December, 
up from £22 lm the year before. 

.. - Chris GodsmoG. 
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Eurorail poised to retender for Channel Tunnel rail link 


City bears brunt of UBS cuts 


Eurorail, the consortium which 
lost out in the bidding to build 
the Channel Tunnel Rail Link, 
is set to announce it is interested 
in retendering for the project 

The five partners in Eurarafl 
- Kvaerner Construction, Bal- 
four Beatty, HSBC Holdings. 
NatWest and Seeboard, are 
expected to meet in the next two 
days and confirm their interest 
in submitting a fresh bid by the 
end of the week. 

Meanwhile, Rail track is due 
to deride formally whether to 
submit a rival bid to rescue the 
troubled project at a board 
meeting a week ‘tomorrow. 


Euro rail lost the competition 
to build the 68-mile link in 1996 
after it asked the Government 
for £5 00m more in subsidies 
than the winning bidder, Lon- 
don & Continental Railways. 

LCR last week told the 
Government thaL it could not 
proceed with the project be- 
cause revenues from the Euro- 
star service - a vital part of its 
financing plans - were £2.5bn 
below its original forecasts. The 
Deputy Prime Minister, John 
Prescott, rejected its application 
for a further £I-2bn in subsidies 

Eurarafl originally asked for 
£I.7bn in taxpayers' support. 


However, its revenue forecasts 
for Eurostar were much more 
conservative than those of LCR. 
Eurorafl planned to finance 
the project with debt in its 
early stages, only going to the 
stock market to raise equity 
finance much later in the 
construction phase. 

Industry observers say 
Eurorail is concerned that Rail- 
track may be allowed to walk in 
and take over the project by 
default, when European pro- 
curement rules dictate that 
there should be an open contest 

Eurorail also has more 
experience of the CTRL than 


any other group, having been 
involved in the project since 
1988, when it was originally con- 
ceived as a joint venture. 

The consortium contacted 
the Government last November, 
asking to be kept informed of 
developments, after LCR began 

T unning ; imn fmanrfng ciiffin iltiriK. 

Railtrack confirmed that 
one option being studied was to 
build the link in phases so that 
the high-speed line would 
initially end at Ebbsfieet in 
north Kent and then continue 
to Waterloo International- This 
would cut £5 00m from costs. 

- Michael Harrison 


Staff at UBS, the Swiss bank; will 
bear the brunt of job cuts re- 
sulting from the merger with 
SBQ it was confirmed yesterday. 

The redundancies will be 
“particularly extensive" at UBS 
offices in London because of the 
need to “keep the successful 
Warburg Difloa Read [owned by 
SBC] teams in place”, accord- 
ing to Mathis Cabiallavetta, 
UBS’s chief executive. 

The two Swiss bonks are ex- 
pected to cut 3,000 London jobs, 
about half their combined City 
workforce. Details of redun- 
dancies will be announced with- 
in weeks. 


Speaking at an emergency 
general meeting of UBS share- 
holders, who yesterday formally 
approved the SBC deal, Mr 
Cabiallavetta said: “Ttertwrg 
Dilkm Read, the hi^ity regarded 
and successful investment bank, 
gives SBC a competitive edge in 

London's financial marke t jiboe. 
It would be a mistake not to 
leverage this franchise for max- 
imum adv antage This natu- 

rally implies a considerable 
shedding of jobs at UBS.” 

SBC shareholders will today 
vote on the deal in a separate 
extraordinary general meeting- 
-Lea Paterson 
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Bond Yields 
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Long bond 
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UK 

736 

135 

7.48 

0.87 

6.06 

-135 

6.05 

- 1.48 

US 

5.63 

0.06 

5.66 

-022 

5.54 

- 0.91 

5.85 

- 0.89 


0.83 

033 

0.80 

0.24 

2.03 

■ 0.51 

255 

- 0.50 

Germany 

3.52 

0.38 

3.78 

0.57 

5.06 

- 0.66 
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Dollar 


Polar 1,6487 -0.53c 1.SZ30 

D-Mart 2.9496 - 1 . 77 nf 2 6734 

Yfen 207.49 -¥ 2.09 1 94.07 


Starting 0 .M 6 S - 0 . 19 p 0.6202 

D-Mam 1.8158 - 0.1 7 pI 1.6421 

Yen 125.96 -¥ 0.75 121.70 


MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


£M« 1 Q 4.20 - 0.60 95-30 

OTHER INDICATORS 


5 index 109.20 -0.40 


102.20 


pikiu mot Fatti 

630.00 188.00 -42-53 Tate and Lyte 


WkiMCT 

MHFunduna 


161 M IS DO - 10.27 ReuMTsMdOS 


wap mm 

507.00 -mu -r^io 


102-50 9.00 -9.63 Sears 


520.00 -26.00 -5.11 
48.0(1 -2.00 -4.00 


131110 10.00 S 26 WBohrtcti 


-ill an Oa m TrAfc 

BjgjBS35 15.05 -0.2$ j5jg 

COW (5> 295.85 -6-40 345.45 

Sltaerg) 6.39 0.14 451 


373.50 -14.50 -3.74 www.bloomberg.com/uk 


Un 0« Trqp Hof Dp 

Ijfifr 113.90 3,10 1 10,48 Fflg 
RPI 160.00 3.60 1 54 44 ftp 

Base Rates 7.25 6.oo 

source: Bloomberg 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($} 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
Finland (markka) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachma) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


2.3174 
2038 
59.83 
23312 
0.8490 
II. B 
8.8500 
9.7280 
2.9KJ7 
460.56 
1234 
1-1525 


Italy, (lira) 

2,879 

Japan (yen) 

20439 

Malta (lira) 

0.6298 ; 

Netherlands (guilders) 336GB. i 

Norway (kroner) 

EL08 : 

Portugal (escudos) 

294.70 •; 

Spain (pesetas) 

245.58 • 

South Africa (rand) 

7.7650 

Sweden (kroner) 

1W£ 

Switzerland (francs) 

236»^. 

Turkey (lira) 

347.688 r 

USA ($) 

1.606Z 1 


J .TOW-" 

Source: Thomas. Co* 
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A touch of the old Wolfson in gUS ^ A I ?!^1 

. i_ r nr nh-.r- Who knows. pertaP 5 P**®?? ‘SiL Group ecwldgp for business at near 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE £i.6BN BID 
^;.FGR ARGOS, THE 
•'^ROPOSED GLAXO' 

. .SMITH KLINE MERGER 
‘■/AND THE NEW OFFER 
y FOR ENERGY GROUP 


The spirit of Sir Isaac Wolfson seems to 
Lave been reborn in his nephew David, 
judging by the whirlwind of activity to have 
swept Great Universal Stores since he look 
the reigns a year and a half ago. On top 
of a series of inspired acquisitions in data 
processing now comes an opportunistic 
£1.6bn bid for Argos. 

GUS has struck just when Argos is at 
its most vulnerable. Its chief executive is 
incapacitated with a life-ihrealening dis- 
ease and its share price has been hammered 
by a scries of profit warnings* Its once suc- 
cessful formula of catalogue retailing has 
matured and Argos is under fierce 
competitive pressure in all three of its main 
product lines - in toys from 
Woo lies, in jewellery from a revitalised 
Signet, and in docakal goods from Dixons. 

Furthermore, its expansion into home 
shopping, though clearly the right long- 
term strategy, is going to take both lime 
and money - and lots of them. Here, then 
in the present Lord Wolfson of Sunning- 
dale is a touch, of his uncle Sir Isaac's leg- 
endary ruthlessness. Hit them when they 
are down and hit them hard. 

But there is also some of the old pirate's 
business vision too. GUS already has the 
home shopping infrastructure Argos wants 
to build. All Lord Wolfson needs to do is 
to take the Argos brand and feed it through 
his own systems - no need for the expen- 
sive duplication of warehousing, call centres 
and distribution that Argos is intent on build- 
ing. Even Argos is hard pressed to disagree 
with the business lope of what’s proposed. 

The difficulty comes on price. GUS’s 


570p a share is 16.5 times forecast earn- 
ings for this year. There are eight British 
retailers trading on higher multiples thM 
this, so even accepting that Argos is in 
something of a bind, that’s not much of 
a bid premium. 

All the same, the stuck market may 
have overreacted by driving up the price 
lo 630p. In the absence of a rival bid from, 
say. Kingfisher or one of the hig Conti- 
nental mail order companies, it seems un- 
likely GUS would be prepared to go so 
high or that Argos could justify such a val- 
uation on its own. Lord Wolfson doesn l 
need to buy Argos, and he’s stubborn 
enough to walk away from it. 


t of a three-way auction. Energy 
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Is this merger 
good for Britain? 

One irony for regulators in dealing with the 
proposed merger of Glaxo Wellcome and 
SmiihKline Bcecham is that they’ve been 
here once before. Bcecham made a hos- 
tile takeover bid for Glaxo in the early 1 970s» 

when both companies were minnows com- 
pared to what they are today. That deal was 
referred to the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, which eventually ruled it to 
be against the public interest on the 
grounds that having two research and de- 
velopment facilities was better for jobs and 
scientific advancement than just one. 

Supporters of the preMmt wave of 
merger mania argue that the world has 
greatly changed since then. For a start, both 
companies are now global in their reach 


Actually it is ^L^ieimproved 

^Wvffieprocesofcousoto^fj 
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Union challenges drug giants as 
^City voices concerns on merger 


BSkyB issues writ in row over 
Premier League TV rights 


Large institutional 
shareholders in Glaxo 
Wellcome and 
SmithKIine Beecham 
yesterday raised . 
concerns about the huge 
payouts and salaries that 
could be awarded to the 
directors of both 
companies ff their 
blockbuster merger goes 
through. As Andrew Yates 
and Barrie Qement report, 
the biggest deal in 
corporate history could 
also face a legal threat 
from union officials 
^concerned about mass 
redundancies. 


One fund manager said: “The 
directors already stand to make 
a lot of money and we would be 
concerned if they also forced 


Glaxo Wellcome 

share prtce, pence 
4000 
2000 - 
1800- 
1600- 
1400- 
1200 - 
1000 
800- 
boo! 

I 4001 flB 94 95 96~P7 98 



through a large rise in salaries 
following the deal.” 

The executive directors 
could net almost £35m between 
them and Glaxo directors could 
receive a huge pay rise as th^y 
earn significantly less than their 
SmithKIine counterparts. 

While most fund managers 
welcomed the merger and 
recognised it would have buoy 
up the companies’ share prices 
in the short term, some ques- 
tioned the long-term prospects 


for the combined group. 

One institutional share- 
holder said: “This looks more 
like a defensive move. Research 
and development costs are 
rising all the time. With both 
companies looking over the 
precipice this move will under- 
pin earnings for the next few 
years ... but after that the out- 
look is negative.” 

Another fund manager said: 
“Margins could be whittled 
away by competition and any 
cost savings rosy have to re- 
invested in the business.” 

These concerns prompted 
several large institutions to sell 
shares yesterday, pushing 
Glaxo’s price down 56p to 
l,927p, and SmifoKline’s price 
was down 145p to &30~5p- 
Meanwhile, MSF, the science 
trade union, claimed workers 
rights bad been ignored and 
argued the companies were in 
breach of European law on em- 
ployee consultation. 

Roger Lyons, general secre- 


taty of MSF, said management 
had a “dear and demonstrable'’ 
obligation to talk to union offic- 
ials about the employment 
implications of the merger. Mr 
Lyons estimated that up to 
10,000 jobs might be at risk be- 
cause of the “overlap” between 
the two companies. 

His protests prompted a 
letter from the head of the City's 
Panel on Takeovers and Merg- 
ers in support of its contention. 
In a letter to MSF. Alistair 
Defriez. director-general of the 
panel confirmed that voluntary 
codes on secrecy did nol over- 
ride European laws insisting on 
consultation, provided the talks 
were held in secret. The MSF 
leader pointed out that quoted 
companies had often cited City 
rules when withholding infor- 
mation and argued the letter 
therefore constituted a “water- 
shed” in employee relations. 

The MSF general secretary 
has also written to Margaret 
Beckett, President of the Board 


oflrade. expressing his concern 
over die potential Loss of key sci- 
entific expertise. He estimated 
that the companies accounted 
for around a fifth of the jobs in 
research and development in 
the private sector in Britain. 

Mr Lyons said his union did 
not oppose the merger, but “the 
case for it has not been made". 
On the issue of consultation Mr 
Lyons said employees had been 
treated like “serfs" and that it 
was time the rights enjoyed by 
people as citizens were ex- 
tended to the workplace. 

A Glaxo spokesman said all 
figures for potential redundanc- 
ies were “pure speculation". De- 
tailed work had to be completed 
before it was finally decided to 
press ahead with the merger. 

The spokesman said his com- 
pany had a policy of “open and 
comprehensive" communica- 
tions with employees and thai in- 
formation would be made 
available as soon as possible. 

Outlook, this page 


The simmering 

d isag reement between 

BSkyB and Carlton over 
the rights to show 
Premier League football 
turned into a slanging 
match yesterday as 
BSkyB served a writ 
on Carlton demanding 
that Michael Green’s 
media group cough 
up its share of a £ 60 m 

payment owed to BSkyB. 

Peter Thai Larsen reports. 


Biggest test yet for a 

scientist who became 
,*a boardroom star 
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Caritoa refused to back dewn, ar- 
guing that it would not pay until 

it was sure that British Digital 
Broadcasting (BDB), its multi- 
channel joint venture with Granar 

da, would be able to show live 
Premier League makheswbeuit 
launches in the autumn. 

A Carlton spokesman said: 
“We are entirely right not to pay 

BSkyB in foil until they have 
secured Premier League rights 
for digital terrestrial television. 
The Premier League are ready, 

willing and able to negotiate but 

Sky has dragged its feet." 

The argument steins ftom 
last year, when regulators forced 
BSkyB to pull out of the BDB 
consortium on the grounds that 


its involvement was anti- 

corepetitive. fo comp^non* 

Ca3on and Granada agreed ^to 

BSSSflSgS 

supply its channels to BDB. 
However, Granada and Cari- 

ton subsequently refused to pay 

all but £15m of the agreed sum 
until BSkyB got foe go-ahead 
fttmthePrernierLe^ueto®- 

tend its rights to live foofoaU to 

indude BDB. Although BSkyB 
is understood to have offered 
about £3m a year for the rights. 

this was rejected. The Premier 

League is believed to want £15® 
a year. BSkyB has yet to make 
another offer 

Granada has since paid its 
share of the £60m, thereby 
avoiding an embarrassing 
conflict of interest for Gerry 
Robinson, who is chairm an of 
both BSkyB and Granada. But 
Carton is holding out 

Yesterday Mark Booth, 
BSkyB’s chief executive, hit 
out at Carlton’s stand. “Obvi- 
ously it’s not foe best way to es- 
tablish a relationship but if 
they want a fight they can have 
ODe,” he said, adding: “1 can’t 
foresee a scenario that Carlton 
don’t pay. I think they will 
come to their senses.” 

Industry experts said that, 
while BSkyB was on firm 



Optimist: Analysts believe Sir 


Jr Richard Sykes’ confidence is well founded 
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Secondly, he pushed the 
Glaxo Welcome Mseard \jrm 

baid for new produce andlvfoe 

first half of 1997 had seen sales 
Of those drugs launched smee 
1990 rise by 50 p«^t- 

Despite an expected JW/ 
profits slowdown, foe Glaxo 

sliare price rose asanas re- 
main convinced that Sir 
Richard’s cantmuing . 
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well Mr Leschly is a former 
Davis Cup tennis player but foe 
Glaxo boss is also a keep-fit fan 

who is pretty nifty with a racquet 

James Culvexwell, pharma- 
ceutical analyst with Merrtl 
Lyprii, confirms that Sir Richard 

will greatly add to his reputation 

if the latest deal goes through: 
“The timing of both Wellcome 
and SmithKIine mergers has 
been excellent” 

Robin Gilbert of Panmure 
Gordon has little but praise for 
the Glaxo boss: “Scientists 
turned top industria&tsare pret- 
CtrPirhnrrihasbeeuan 


Ooe City figure said: -He is wefl 


regarded but he can be abraave, 
impatient and opinionated.” 

The departure last year of 
Sean Lance, originally brought 
in as chairman- des i gn ate, was 

seen by some as an example that 

Sir Riiard, like his predecessor 
Sir Paul Girolami, might not be 
the easiest person to wort with. 
Critics also point to the ulcer 

drag, Tritec, and the anaesthesia 
relief, Ultiva, as examples of foe 
giaXp rWn-nan trumpeting prod- 

ucts that Sailed to fy commerriaDy. 

Sudi comments are unlikely 
to worry Sir "Richard. He once 

said: “I caunotrunacompanyon 

the basis of what people think 
about me. I have to run it on the 
basis of what I believe is right for 
h in the long-term.” 

- Terry Mocnfcter 


TH 5 idtf.rw.mwt is tewd 

to the Otters, to be admitted to tte Ot^l Let. tte mepe^ma^uen^ ms ^ l of applications lor the 
1997/3B bx^b^ reoel«lonor < betofe 16 March 1998 and by 9 April 1998 in respect of applications for 
the 1998/99 tax year racafved on or before 2 Apnl 1996. 


Close Brothers AIM VCT PLC 

■ (Incorporated and Registered in England and Wales No 347751 91 

Offers for Subscription 

of up 10 10,000,000 Shares 

of 50p each at lOOp per Share in respect of the 1 997/98 tax year 
and 

Of up to 3,000,000 Shares 

of 5 Op each at lOOp per Share in respect of foe 1998/99 tax year 
payable in full on application 

Subject to an overall maximum subscription in respect of both Offers of 10,000,000 Shares 

Sponsored by 

Brewin Dolphin Bell Lawrie Limited 


Share Capital Immediately following the Offers, 
assuming that the overall maximum subscription Is achieved: 

A.nhonoad Issued aid to be iMuad ftOy pexl 

NurrtsroISlJZ^I^^ ■ Number of Shares Norn***** 

20,000,000 Cl 0.000,000 Or*wy Shares 10,000,002 £5,000.001 


■me subscription lists for the Shares, efl of which are being offered to the *et JHers. vrill 

open at 10.00am on 5 February 1998 and may be dosed at any time thereafter but in any 

later than 10.00am on 2 April 1998 unless extended prior to that date. 

A prospectus OndudhB an Appfadior .Form) k-^fothe^p^h^^h^co^ 

will be made available for collection during normal business hours for a penod rftwo 

from foe' date hereof from the Company Anounnm OJJ* .the 

London Stodt Esaihange Tower, Old Broad Street, London EC2N 1HP and on any weew»v 

excepted) from foe date hereof up to'and indutfing 29 May 1998 from: 

Bell Lmrrie White & Co Clow Bwthew 

(a division of Brewin Dolphin BeU Lawns Limited) EC3A 

48 St Vincent Street 

Glasgow G2 STS 

4 Fabniuy 1998 


ENT 

‘“Jg 

13 


attract foe attention „ 
regulators. “It would be a dear 
abuse of their monopoly 
power,” said one. 

His comments came as 
BSkyB reported a 4 per cent 
drop in pre-tax profits to 
£128.6m in foe six months to 31 
December. The company as- 
cribed the drop to slower growth 

in its subscriber base - the num- 

her of payinK subscribers in- 
creased by349,000 to 6.721m in 
the period- and foe high cost 
of preparing for foe launch of 
its 200-channel digital satellite 
service. Earnings per share 
dropped from 7.1p to 6.8p, 
while foe interim dividend was 
maintained at 2.75p. 

Meanwhile, Pace Micro 
Technology and Amstrad, two 

of foe four companies which are 

supplying digital set-top box de- 
coders for BSkyB, both con- 

finned that they would be ready 

to supply foe decoders in time 
for foe June launch. 

Mr Booth confirmed that foe 
digital service would be 
launched in Jane, but admitted 
that the “meaningful” launch 
would not take place until foe 
run-up to Christmas. BSkyB 
. shares closed up 19p at 361p. 
Investment column, page 22 
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Mr Bromley is keen to build a chain and float , 


The guessing 
game at BSkyB 


BSkyB: At a glance 

Martot value £&2ibn, share pries 361 p (+19p) 


BSkyB may be a potent force in 
commercial television, admired for its 
professionalism and envied for its 
dominance of top films and sports 
events. In investment terms, however, 
Rupert Murdoch's satellite broad- 
caster is a tarnished jewel Since peak- 
ing at dose to £7 in the autumn of 1996, 
BSkyB shares have halved in value. 

Mr Murdoch himself is partly to 
blame. After all, he famously let it be 
known that the shares were overvalued 
- just after BSkyB's bankers had refi- 
nanced the group’s borrowings. The de- 
parture of chief executive Sam Chisholm 
and deputy David Chance last year did 
little to ease the market’s worries. 

Investors hoping for a speedy re- 
covery are likely to be disappointed 
BSkyB is in limbo: until investors get a 
dearer idea of how its new200-cbannel 
digital satellite service goes down with 
the nation's couch potatoes, it’s hard to 
predict what BSkyB’s prospects are. 

That could take some time. The ser- 
vice is being launched in June, but the 
big marketing push will not take place 
until Christmas. Since subscribers will 
have to sign a year-long contract to get 
their decoders at an affordable price, 
it will be end of 1999 before anyone 
knows whether the viewers are pre- 
pared to keep on watchin g . In the 
meantime, shareholders can expect a 
bumpy ride as the market attempts to 
guess at digital's prospects. 

Broadly, there are three different 
scenarios. The first is that the current 
slowdown in subscriber growth is be- 
cause customers are waiting for digital 
television. Give them hundreds of 
new channels, and the market will take 
off again. The second is that viewers 
want choice but don’t want a satellite 
dish. The final interpretation is that 
British viewers have reached saturation 
point, and won’t shell out any more, no 
matter how many channels they geL 

In all but the final case. BSkyB’s 
future looks bright Even if it does not 
sell many more satellite dishes, it has 
such a grip on programming that it will 
simply reach viewers through other 
platforms. For now, the risk regulators 
will crack down on BSkyB again at 
some point looks manageable. 

Brokers expect earnings per share to 
Cali this year and next, after which they 
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that its rating probably rose too quickly, 
loo soon. After alL Thte & Lyle remains 
a cyclical business and die £3 11m 
profit it made in 1995 is already a dis- 
tant memory. However, shareholders 
should hold on to reap benefits of the 
group's investment 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 


the company. , , ... : 

Mr Bromley tells me the French definition ; 
of “free-range” is pretty strict. “The chickens r 
will have to be certain breeds, that can survive | 
outside, are a minimum of S5 days old and have > 
eaten a diet of at least 80 per cent cereals, i 
be says. I 


Bryant looks a 
good building bet 
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will start to grow by about 15 per cent 
per year. Taking Che low point in earn- 
ings puts BSkyB shares, up 19p to 361p 
yesterday , on a forward p/e ratio of 19. 
Investors shouldn't expect to make a 
quick profit But as a long-term play, 
BSkyB shares are worth tucking away. 


Outlook sours 
for Tate & Lyle 


Tate & Lyle’s profits warning yester- 
day left a bitter taste in the mouth. The 
announcement that earnings would be 
flat for the year to September took the 
market completely by surprise and sent 
the shares down 41p to 507p. ’ 
lb be fair, the group is hardly to 
blame for the outbreak of a sugar beet 
disease in Nebraska which wiped out 
its crops and will knock £12m off the 
bottom line this year. 

However, news of cost overruns in 
its new£30Om starch plant in northern 
France is of more concern. There 


were also worrying noises about intense 
competition in the European and US 
sweeteners and starch markets. 

It is not all bad news. There should 
an upturn this year at Staley, which 
makes corn syrup for soft drinks. The 
annual com syrup prices are currently 
being negotiated and the signs are they 
could show a healthy rise this year. 
However, US profits could still be flat, 
with any improvement at Staley offset 
by problems elsewhere. 

That said, investors should take a 
longer-term view. The group's move- 
ment into higher-margin modified 
starches is well founded. Extensive cost- 
cutting has meant Staley has been a 
resilient performer, even during the 
hard times. And late & Lyle's heavy 
expenditure programme will begin to 
pay off next year. 

Analysts have downgraded profits 
by £20m to £240m, putting the shares 
on a prospective price-earnings ratio 
of 15. 

Tate & Lyle’s shares have had a 
strong run in the past few months and 
yesterday’s price fall points to the fact 


House-building shares have been 
crumbling in last few months. But ac- 
cording to Andrew MacKenzie chief ex- 
ecutive of Bryant, the upmarket house 
builder, there is no reason why the sec- 
tor should continue to behave as if 
Armageddon is just around die corner. 

On the face of it the group's 38 per 
cent rise in profits to £21 3m in the six 
months to November certainly adds 
weight to his argument, and the sector 
rose more than 3 per cent yesterday. 
Bryant's growth comes from a 10 per 
cent rise in average selling prices, 
which helped operating margins re- 
cover from 7.7 per cent to 11 per cent, 
much nearer to the industry average. 

Bat Bryant is an perfect example of 
the industry's past follies. It is still 
paying the price for over-expanding a 
few years ago when it misread the mar- 
ket, which meant profits almost halved 
to £24. 6m hi 1996. Even now it has not 
finis hed restructuring the business 
and first-half completions fell 5 per cent 
to 1,752. 

There are also growing fears that 
builders are at risk from rising labour 
costs. And Bryant would be more ex- 
posed than most if the Government in- 
troduces taxes on greenfield sites. 

However, there are several reasons 
why Bryant looks a better bet than most 
in the sector. Its costs rose 5 per cent 
last year but are now moderating, as 
are land prices. And after gearing up 
its land bank, the group is still on target 
to sett 4,000 bouses by the end of the 
current year and 4300 next. 

Bryant’s shares jumped 9p to 222p 
on the buoyant results. Analysts have 
upped forecasts for the current year 
from £49m to £50m, rising to £60m in 
the year to May 1999, putting the shares 
on a prospective p/e ratio of 10, then 
just 8. The shares look a buy, but as with 
any house-builder, investors should 
watch closely for any signs of a cyclical 
downturn. 



The planned merger between accountancy 
heavyweights Coopers & Lybrand and Price 
Wkterbouse has yet to settle on a name for the 
combined operation, I hear. 

While the mega-merger winds its way past 
the European competition authorities, wags 
at FW have been toying with the idea of 
suggesting a return to an earlier name for their 
firm -“Price ^kterhouse & Co”, with Coopers 
taken care of by the “Co” bit. A bit of wishful 
t hinking there. I think. 

Apparently the firm used to be called “Price, 
Waterhouse” but the accountants decided 
during the Second World Wkr to scrap the 
comma in the middle in order to save ink, as 
their part of the war effort. How Hitler must 
have quailed. 

Back in the here and now, PW has poached 
four people to beef up its media and 
entertainment team. Two join the firm from 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell: James Rkffloagb 
as a telecoms privatisation specialist and 
Olivier Castagp to work with internet service 
providers. Robert Davies is an IT specialist 
from Racal Network Services, while Hector 
Guenther joins the practice in New York, 
having worked at Chase Securities. 


World Tblecom, a phone card company, has; 
pinched a finance director from Global One,, 
a joint venture between Deutsche Tfelekonv 
France Telecom and'Sprint of the US. ■ 
BondewfinNfidam, a Dutchmanjs moving? 
to the AIM-listed company from GlobaH^ne, 
which sells telecoms to bigmultinatiorfals. >• 


Hugh Corbett has taken time off from, 
buying four new Tup pubs to help an old mate 
of his, Christopher Bromley, set up a French- 
style rotisserie in London’s West End called 
Caf<S Coq. 

Mr Bromley hopes to open the first Caffe 
Coq in Shaftesbury Avenue in March, and says 
the concept is half-way between fast food and 
a restaurant. Diners will be able to pop in and 
select half a free-range French chicken (“real 
free-range jobs”) from the spits at the front 
of the bouse and gobble them down with a 
range of spices and marinades. 

Mr Corbett has taken a 30 per cent share- 
holding and. while the first 120-sea ter will be 
privately financed, if the idea catches on then 


Cerebrus, the British biopharmaceuticaL 
company which develops drugs to combat 
diseases of tire nervous system, has hired two 
boffins. Dr Malcolm Sbeardown and Dr Nigel 
CapP 3 . \,4} 

Dr Sbeardown joins from Novo Nordisk. 
and, according to Cerebrus,- was in 1990 “the 
first scientist to demonstrate that the AMPA 
ligand, NBQX, promotes neuronal survival 
following cerebral ischaemia [stroke] in 
rodents”. 

Sounds a fun way to spend your.day. The'. 
doctor will be director of molecular pharma- 
cology at Cerebrus. 

Dr Nigel Capps, the newly appointed com: 
mereial manager, comes from Cell tech, where 
he was responsible for jjeeming of products 
and technologies. ' /rr ' ’ 
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Enterprise clinches 
£48m agreed bid 
for Gibbs Mew 


AMP bid nets £8m windfall 
for Henderson staff 
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with MMX” Technology, massive 
64Mb RAM, large 43Gb Ultra ATA 
hard drive, fast 56K votes modem, 
Videophone receive and full-feature 
24 speed, Wavetabte multimedia. 


It also includes IBM GOLD voice 
recognflion, microphone, joystick 
and a massive software bundle, 
including 5 top games -aO at a truly 
IncredMe price of just £1099 +VAT. 

With Interest Free Credit spread 
over 2 years with easy monthly 
payments of just £28 per month, 


you wi not fod a better deal 
anywhere. Buy it Nowl 
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your FREE Epson stylus colour 
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Gibbs Mew, the West 
Country-based pub 
operator, which would 
have celebrated its 
centenary this year, 
has been swallowed 
by Enterprise inns, 
its acquisitive rival 
Andrew Yates reports on the 
latest deal in the rapid 
consolidation of the pub 
industry which shows no 
signs of slowing down. 
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Gibbs Mew's directors are in line 
for a payout of nearly £l0m af- 
ter Enterprise launched a £4$m, 
345p a share, agreed bid for the 
local pub operator. Tom Hed- 
derson, the groups chairman, 
John Heddersoo, the managing 
director, and Roger Gibbs, the 
last family board member, will 
all become instant millionaires. 

The bid doses the chapter on 
a long and distinguished histo- 
ry in the pub industry for Gibbs 
Mew. The Gibbs family have 
been brewing beer for at least 
250 years, first In Surrey, then 
Salisbury, Wiltshire. In 1898 
they merged with fellow fami- 
ly brewer Henry Mew, to form 
the present company. 

Until now the group has 
fought fiercely for its indepen- 
dence, repelling a hostile ap- 
proach in 1992 from Brierley 
Investments, the investment 
group set up New Zealand en- 
trepreneur Ron Brierley. 

However. Gibbs Mew came 
under the bid spotlight after it 
finally sold its Salisbury brew- 


ery, which has run into financial 
trouble, last summer. Several 
companies are believed to have 
put a slide rule over the group, 
including Nomura, the Japan- 
ese bank which has emerged as 
the biggest pub landlord in 
Britain. But Enterprise won 
out in the bidding race, moving 
quickly to make an offer after 
sewing up a deal to sell the 
Gibbs Mew’s d rinks wholesal- 
ing business to Beer Seller, the 
private wholesaler. 

There is a reprieve, however, 
for Gibbs Mew’s famous Bish- 
op's Tipple and Salisbury Best 
Bitter brands which Enterprise 
has pledged to keep. 

Enterprise has emerged as 
one of the most aggressive pub 
operators in the country, birring 
John Labatfs British pub inter- 
ests and Discovery Inns, the 
South-west pub group, since it 
floated on the stock market in 
1996. The purchase of Gibbs 
Mew takes its estate to 1,500 pubs 
yet be deal does not mark the end 
of its acquisition spree. Tfed Tip- 
pen, chief executive of Enterprise 
Inns, said yesterday: “This fits in 
perfectly with our existing port- 
folio of pubs. I have not lost my 
appetite for more deals.” 

Gibbs Mew has 310 pubs, 
mainly around the south of Eng- 
land. Enterprise plans to restruc- 
ture the group, add its 27 managed 
pubs to its tenanted estate. The 
group should also raise around 
£20m from selling up to 30 of 
Gibbs Mew’s woret-perfbrming 
pubs, its brewery site at Salisbray 
and the wholesaling business. 

More than a half of Gibbs 
Mew's shareholders have 
already accepted the offer. 


Staff at Henderson, the UK fund manager, stand to net an 
£8m share option windfall after the board agreed to a £380m 
bid from AMP, the Australian investment group- Shares in 
Henderson, one of the few remaining independent UK fund 
managers, eased to dose at 1,622 „5p, 4225p down on the day, 
reflecting City disappointment at die terms of the deal Dugald 
Eadie, Henderson’s managing director, denied he had. 
undersold the company, saying the agreed price was “fair”. 
A handful of redundancies is expected at Henderson. 


Construction booms 


Business in the construction industry is expanding rapidly, 
with companies reporting difficulty in finding suitable 
workers and sufficient supplies of materials, according to a 
new survey. The Chartered Institute of Purchasing and Supply 
reported the tenth successive monthly increase in activity; 
with its index registering 59.8 last month -a shade lower than' 
December, but well above the 50 “boom-bust” diriding line._ 
Optimism about business over the next 12 months was high^’* 1 
with 84 per cent expecting to be even busier than now. ‘ 


Asian markets bounce back 


The Malaysian stock market produced a spectacular gain yes- 
terday following the sudden and impressive return of in- 
ternational fund managers to East Asian markets. The key 
Composite Index registered an extraordinary rise of 23 per 
cent. Malaysia, along with the Thailand, Indonesia and South; 
Korea, had taken the brunt of the Asian market sell-off, but 
came back yesterday after a prolonged closure for the Chinese' 
New Year and Muslim Hari Raya - festivals. Even the Hong 
Kong market, which rose 14 per cent on Monday, only fell 
back 05 per cent. Other markets, such as Manila, Taipei and 
Bangkok, also managed modest rises. 


£250m IT bill for Unilever 


The Unilever group expects the total cost of adapting com- 
puters to deal with the millennium bug to be £250m, said Nick 
White, head of Unflever’s internal tel ecommunica rionsspe- €j t 
dal interest group. Unilever expects it will require 1.000 man- J ^ 
years to solve the millennium problem. Unilever has some 
100.000 PCs world-wide and Mr White said the company was' 
studying bow best to solve the problem in conjunction with 
other multinationals, suppliers and telecoms operators 


Tate & Lyle profit warning 
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Thte & lyle. tbesweetenera and sterch group, yesterday warne* 
pre-tax profits for the year to September 1998 would be flat 
at around £240m. Sir Nefl Shaw, Tate & Lyle's 69-joar-old chaff': 
man. .s also retumg after more than 30 years with the groups 
^executive Lany Pfflard wfli take on the 
The shares fell 41p to 507p. Investment calnmn^^s page 
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Airbus Industrie, the European pianemafcer in which British 
Aero^ace has a 30 per cent stake, snatched anoI^^S’ 
from Boeing, winning a key order from Iberia for *0 A32Q- 
planesovcr .is US arch-rival’s new-generation 737?TheS«S 
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Meanwhile, the chaps over at the Paris Real • 
Ale Brewery are worried men. As owners of j 
two Brit brew-pubs in the French capital, their • 
busiest day of the year is when England, play j 
France at rugty. I * 

Monday’s announcement that the recent j 
cold froze the pitch solid and threatened j C 

Saturday’s gune came like a sfraigbt-ann tackle j 
to the solar plexus. i 

Two fonner Insead bods founded the com- ( 

pany in 1993, Paul Chandler and Thor j 
Gudnnmdsson, an Icelander. David Bruce of ^ 

Fir Hn pubs fame is also on the board. j 
• Mr Chandler explained why the state of the ; 
pitch at the new £270m Stade de France is so J 
important: “We reckon to sell an extra 10,000 j 
pints of beer from our two pubs in the week j 
of the international, which means putting on j 
12 extra brews.” | 

“Most supporters arrive in Paris on j 
Thursday, play a friendly match on Friday and j 
then continue on through Sunday. It’s very, very ; 
messy,” he says. | 

His Frog and Princess pub is in the Rue 4*; ' 
Princesse, which locals have dubbed “Rue de *" 
la Sols” or “the street of thirst”. The other,; 4 
the Hog and Rosbif, is more central in Les.' 
Halles. 

Mr Chandler and co will be praying for a 
thaw before the weekend, or there could be 
quite a lot of spare beer to get thro ug h: Now, 
where's my Eurostar ticket.... . - -. - j 
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stampede pushes Footsie to fifth consecutive peak 

. “ _ j, 




flMSREK PAIN 


jS* 1 * maintained their 

nin. hitting a 
high for the fifth consecutive 
se^on. The Footsie gain, how- 

ever, was the smallest in the cur- 

^points 

Corporate action was again 
“e main spur, with the £ 4 bn 
raafiCorp bid for Energy and 
G*«it Universal Stores’ £ 1 . 6 bn 
shite at struggling Argos cre- 
ating excitement. The £382m 
Australian offer for Hender- 
son, the fund manager, was an- 
other positive influence. 

The outstanding feature in 
ti»e latest takeover stampede 


Energy and Argos went 
above the irrespective bid prices 
as the stock market sensed 
more action. Energy gained 
21p to 775.5p against a 766p of- 
fer, and Argos went to 630p, 
up 188p, compared with the 
570p GUS shot. GUS rose 29p 
to 762p and Kingfisher, seen as 
a possible counter-bidder, put 
on 15p to 961p, recovering a 
l(L5p fall. Henderson fell 425p 
to l,622_5p. 

For once blue chips did not 
hog the limelight, with the 
Midcap and Smallcap indices 
making headway. The last 
time Footsie was in such ram- 
pant form was in May last year 
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IS that cash, rather than high- r j 

equity, is king. Overseas when Labour swept to power, 
companies, which have played Engineers, depressed by 

3 big role in the h!H cmw m_ Ac,q ami CtOrlinn^c rtronrrfln 


— s in the bid spree, in- 
variably offer cash and Pacifi- 
Corp and Australia's AMP 
are merely following the ac- 
cepted pattern. But GUS and 
the much smaller Enterprise 
Inns, buying Gibbs Mew, 
opted for rash 


Asia and sterling's strength, 
staged a comeback. Siebe led 
the way with a 67p advance to 
l,147p. II Group, 25p to 462p. 
and Lucas Varity, 53p to 214p. 
joined in. 

Builders too experienced a 
strong, if not through- the -roof. 


session on the back of the en- 
couraging Bryant figures. The 
sector climbed 3.3 percent with 
Bryant up 9p to 122p and 
George Wimpey 9p to 1015p. 

The latest lottery scandal 
produced a mixed response 
from the Camclol owners. 
Cadbury Schweppes, partly 
on US considerations, hard- 
ened 23p to 759p; Ratal Elec- 
tronic lost 5p to 260p and De 
La Rue eased 6 p to 361 .5p. 

Whitbread was flat, off 
2.5p at 965p, as a 3.5 million 
parcel sought a home. Diageo 
added 16.5p to 5bJSL5p on the 
calmer Asian outlook and 
positive comment from Mor- 
gan Stanley. Gibbs frothed 
30.5p higher to 339p on the 
Enterprise bid. The pubs chain 
clinched control by lifting its 
stake to 583 per cent, buying 
25.7 per cent at 349p. 

Beales Hunter, an electrical 
group, rose 12p to 7U3p as it 
joined the takeover bandwag- 
on by declaring it had received 


"a number of approaches" but 
was not seeking talks. 

William Morrison, never 
far front bid speculation, hard- 
ened 4p to 261p as a family 
shareholder sold 2 million 
shares at 260p, retaining 5.1 
per cent. 

Speculative activity con- 
tinued to swirl through finan- 
cials with Abbey National 
hitting a 1312p peak with a 
62p gain. Ripples of the GUS 

Share spotlight 

share price, pence 

1350 



strike spread through retailers 
with MFI 10p stronger at 
131 p. Elsewhere Enterprise 
Oil jumped 21p to 5903p on 
bid gossip. 

Glaxo Wellcome, the star of 
the merger mania, predjetably 
fell back on profit-taking, 
dawn 56p lo l,927p. Smith- 
Kline Beediam softened 143p 
to S303p and Zeneca lost SSp 
to 1597p. 

Tate & Lvle. where bid talk 

had helped lift the shares toa 

563p peak, fell 41p to 507p on 
a profits warning- 

KS Biomafts was the latest 
biotech to enjoy a run, up 67p 
to 2255p following positive re- 
sults from the phase two trial 
oa its rheumatoid arthritis 
treatment. 

Range Cooker, which 
slipped quietly on to the mar- 
ket at b.25p in December, 
held at 9p alter reporting in- 
terim profits flared from 
£291300 to £1.05ra. 

Pex. the sock maker, is 
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of BSb'B set-top 

oroved 3Xp to 32Xp. 
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slighUy better than e^eettb 
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supply the German Bwendorf 
group with wound 

Noble, fanner finana 

director of British Bioteub, is 
to become chairman. 
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Watch Quality Software 
products. Stockbroker 
Sutherlands has Idled it 
profits forecast to £ 2 m and 
out a 400p target on the 

5L«s,off23pto345p.Tliw 

is also a market suspicion that 

bid action is near. The shares 

touched 708p two years ago. 

Corporate activity couW 
deXp at Fnture Integra^ 
Telephony, unchanged at top. 
Amin Hemani creator or the 

West coast computer group, 
has 3 2 per cent. Now a 

nominee company has 

acquired *U7 per cent- itis 

said to be acting for parties 

which do not want Mr 
Hemani to become too 
powerful at FIT 

Simon held at 50p. Us 
reorganisation is complete and 
the former engineering group* 
which has bad a difficult bme, 

is now concentrating on port 
and engineering services. 
Profits of around £lZ5m are 
likely for last yean 
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CRICKET 


f addick r ©veals plan 
to hunter Lara 


■ . ^Caddicfc h as, k 

^tgmtopracticeQ^ 
ond 'Eist which begins hc^t 
I -Tr?udad tomorrow. m 


him in Z 
Wfea lnd,es ' “1 AnUgua four 
^ t »S0. Unrortu™™ 
tb^n the outstanding Tifoidad 


ssssssss: 

KSS, 5 — 

Lara^rtl^ 6 "' Caddiclc believes 
Lara, the new West Indies cao- 

?“■ could be under greater 
Pressure to succeed than usu- 

^ back-to-back 
Tests taking place oa his home 
ground, the Queen’s Park OvaL 


England refuse to gamble 


unofficial 

“Tbst_ stuttered to a disao- 

' JSS5*? here ****** 

?*? ades refused to take 
the initiative and push for vic- 
tory on the final day. 

. Mowed all but I I overs of 
—.tne day to set up a potentially 
Vexpung run -chase faQowfag 

- Sn Lanka's early declaration 
Engfand instead opted for a 
cautious approach and batted 
their opponents out of the 
match. 

Starting their second mnmgc 
J7 runs ahead after the Sri 
Lanka A captain, Marvan Ala- 
pattu, caUed a halt to their 
tail-^Tid defiance on 368 for 9, 
the tourists were clearly as 
determined to avoid defeat as 
they were to press for victory 
and instead used the time for 
batting practice. The second 


four-day unofficial “Test" starts 
m Matara on Friday. 

Hodgson, KurunegoJo 

rtMcfycffyu, Eng^V A won tats 

®«B«MSHse8ns 

tor S) 

N ylaverayan not pur . 

D Hflfthrachi b Coskw ~ ~ 

5 Par era not cm " ““"5 

fflffraa MS* - “ 4 ’** B4B0. 7. 

C«»« I7-1-SI-2: Ertrm 1 W*oIl ■ 

A - Second toninga 

—5 

ARntonnotow n 

fterae tbs, rtm £ 

TWbI (tor 3, 67 ovora) . " M 

Mt l-aa Mr, 3 - 154 . 

Wdnoi bat; B C HoMoaka, A F Gfcs, -tc M W 
Rsad-DA Coetar. J Ormcnd PMHjtttsm 
““"WVfcwravmT-S.tui! <v 


Ottonma T7-5-33-2: Jsyauraraerw 5-0-7-C 
HATCH DRAWN 

JJtopfca*: G Pushparajah and 3 D S Dtaoa- 
nayflte 


“I’ve got a good idea of 
what I’m going to do," Caddkk 
said. “Fm going to come across 
him. If it works. 111 use it the 
next Test. If it doesn’t, HI have 
to think of something else, 

“If we knock him over ear- 
ly* belj be under pressure," 
Caddick added. u He’s only hu- 
man, he|s not God. We might 
start a bit of shaking and shiv, 
ering by putting a bit of pressure 

On him " 

England have inspected (he 
Queen’s Park pitch - their cap- 
tain, Mike Atherton, went down 
on all fours to get a better view 
of the surface, while the team 
manager. Bob Bennett, and 
the assistant coach, John Em- 
burey, also had a close look. 

The opinion was favourable. 
It has a covering of grass, but 
that is not unusual two days be- 
fore a Tfest and the QueeD’s Park 
administrator, Bryan Davis, the 
former West Indies and Glam- 
organ batsman, is certain that 
it will last five days. 

The Antiguan authorities 
are also confident that iheir 
ground in St John's will be fit 
and ready for the last Test of the 
series, in March. The outfield 
has been dug up, but the laying 
of turf imported from the Unit- 
ed States is expected to be 
completed today. 

- David Field, Port of Spam 



Mark Waugh on his way to a century which saved the day 
for Australia yesterday Photograph: Ben Radford/AHsporc 


Bold Waugh stands defiant 


Mark Waugh survived four 
chances and a controversial um- 
piring decision to score an un- 
beaten century yesterday as he 
helped Australia save the third 
Thst in Adelaide for a 1 -0 series 
win over South Africa. 

Needing Lo bat through the 
final day to seal the series, 
Australia clawed their way to 
227 for 7 when play ended, with 


LEICESTER 


„ „„ _ HYPERION 

J-gJ S25S* CH (nap ) 3 * 20 Totally Yours 
rv i®!53S!" 3.50 Man Of -R ib Match 

V HS^5^! 77wL,on 4.20 Lltae Gunner (nb) 

2L50 Ait Prince 

^ "" INSPECTION: 7 

GWNG: Chase course - Good; hutta course - Soft 

• fflght-handi reflating course, with a straight mfla RuMn of 250yds. 

ADMlsa0W:e9 ( QAP8E ^ CAR 

5^5' £2®- SArw Bing Car Park - £12 admits car and tour occvoants. 

***£? 19 winnttrS <rowf1 73 nw»r» Eftm a success ratio of 
53 H TWWorrtJwtoa » from ST CZ7%* 

# LEAtWOJOCWEYS: A PMcQ>yMw«s from 49 rides Qjxes a succeae ratio 0(266%. 

StiJSSKSS J 82 w “**‘ nn * »rom 72 (153*). 

9 FAVOURITES: 93 wtos to 2GS races (346%). 

ffliNKEHSD EESTTUK: GofaPTAratote (aafr Pmctom Mand {$2$ (vixr&il 

r-t 2 Q| SILVER BELL MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS E) (DIV 0 £4,000 
L:.„ r l added 2m 7f 110yds Penalty Value £2,637 

1 SP-42 ACT WTME(T4) [D| (MreGC Vtefarran) T&«gB6 Tl 5 R Johnson 

2 WP-P COWIHV SRRLE (14) (Ms I Hodge) H ttodga CH 5 MrRWoUay (3) 


j SZ43F tm.(HJ«(H)p)3JBu*toyll*sJB!^!fly7T15 CUawflyn I 1 

4 3K-2 FHKT HARVEST (40) (D) [C Ben-tfl C BcmnttTI T1 S JArPHmriy 1 OB 

5 .KK** OaBEACHm(D)iUBSHunpfn^Pltoft*?1l5 .-APMcCov ^ 4~iR5 

5 SO?- LHIRWCOnWK(325JpSUUd^bdlR%iic0r71l5 MStonS 3 54WHJ 

7 3fSpf 5HJU)P POM (0)0* K ; weans 8H 5 - Gtonmr 4 wee 

1 FP2P- STRONG aBI (34^ ^(PWfcgmannJPVtognwirre 11 SWymw 5 

3 nfflQfl FaonW(«)(B^y wade} JWaCte 9115 ADobUn 6 403 

7 Srf-y F0HTHIA ROSE £WSWN(T29iMJ Rami Mss VWBamsB WO... .SKrfJypJ 7 0 

* 4P2-6C MBSKAUKS(111<m (MsJETbikqTBheriigUnBil 0 RSUp^a 8 P/ 

■2 2-3EP2 PEARL'S CHOICE ttq(BF)tQooB Set Py^jJItoCmochieB R0 SCann 9 3P 

-12d«tmd- O WOT 

BETnN&s-l Act hi TlmB.4r1 Gigi Bench. MFMdanoaifl Dam, 5-1 Tndor FeBoe, &-1 Poerfs 11 04501 

Chote*. 10-1 0«tl day. 14-1 FMHanutK-laawo! XL 4CKP4 

FORM GUIDE G 3PTO 

ACT OF TME. always *i arrears when totod off hist of fair behind Northern Starfight « 00 

or. fas ton=ng .bow at Vtarcoster in October, hrft (tori runlng way behind when beaten ® ODD 

lensps by Organ Ttedtal at Kwlingdon a fortnight ego, leacfcig approaching the * 

T3tu urdcearrig (no but Tam Georgrtcha^eshoiJd progress again and can go one 

SertK Tudor Feftowatectaund one too good lasltime in the shape of Srericei Sedge- Btindaw 
fWB op Ba«ng Day He was 15 langttis off the winner but he dkJ have 28 lengths K) spare 20-1 Cap'®-;? 1 
ow^Sv.'d.JcfnVWadeinine-yBar-oWfBBonhisprBced^jslBrtDuffriiBfiednmnar- 
up ^ Ha iaa tares betare But Even sa a btager throai mey be duel pomi-a>iX3intv1c- TOTALLY Y 
tar Cigi Beach, who has shaped no! when fotrti behind Lets Rumble at Ptumptan on 10 lengths t 
onto his second start over regubticn fences Tbny McCoy reptoces the injured Tlnmy 
Mutiny on ttw seven-year^Al Fortria Rosta Dawn, after a tou'-tengin defeat by The to toref 
Us WWz on ha dasng debut at Bangor, fed at the eighth untl feBng td the next at had on ly thi 
tiunwi and coiad pose a threat provided hs confidence has not been undenrtoed. FM beifew ttwd 
ftarveafe Itoreiafdttsfd to thW to FfecfetoMuc*(«^cair» home by « doe* 3y*Nown 
rus amount to mjefi Setocdoru ACT OF TIME novices hoi 

ns-Fftj EBP ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) rygfl ] 
j i«aI[ (CLASS D) £4^00 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,587 

51.3! GANRA71 (16) (Ofl fThe Orertal Partreoh^ N TwsmUairtea 7 n 5- — CLJnn&yn , 2FP5 Bl 

2 G1 YDUNGSMmWJSmpGHdWTfcrewSIIS SWyma 2 

3 3M3 C»>«yf71|)(nrttt*^lteJP<ITWi6110-. 3 OOF4FI 

a . 3 FBB1MU.IT3) BtsRAHU!ffaia8)M»tJKhytB11 0- ^Gwifey 4 ^ 

5 3!' aSCQTC08lJWftflCltato(*B1IO 5 RFWB 

6 : JEWNGTONM^FCAUfllWlsmiBIIO--, >Oottfa 6 (yi4P2 

T OF 0 JU«TH1PROBECW^P»1V<^)fiWdByO*w7110 £“£*"* 7 -0F332 

5 4-VB3 KinEBAGA«pi4UEFttfe8Dfeetntaji61l0 R „‘“!52! 8 2FF-U0 

3 HC2 SB CURATE pKfl (Ms M TUrw SMC G McCon 7 11 D -.VESO. 9 F3V0 

- fl THE HA1W MONARCH (88) IMBJCtoanJttsJWnon 6 110 APMtty „ SX3C2 

v. . oc OHNOROSEM(PWnnei)aifc»fe#i7B8 -—TRrt ^ 

E P aomAW(FKBaitta)TBa6109 : WylyoM 

-Udecferwl- BETTINGiM 

KTTtNG: 3-1 Ganpalt, 4-1 Ibona Sportxca*, PoWr Asain, 6-1 Rod Qjn0B,'&-1 FonyhO, 10-1 FSaaA. aoDa^lW 

Agowtf „ 

GAN RATI was uriwpws^ve when wtonmg at Fontiwei b utthefrip wasrict ter enoug 1 gfaia-or n 
vx nad scared « wyle w course and rtstance before that, beatmg ^zz Trai* and dtetanc 
a-rgSa. Kbemg Spartecus Sniaheda nedr baftnd Ga^whwi t he y wwaWttiafe Warwick i 
to fteri Racer at Huntingdon and has since struc k farm at Ago" LancMtrtac 

irred an Exefer bumper on lfet.aappeaia«» end^BtHted de**« w * m 

a cnsdaabto thnl behind Nea Feat S the name made The Heretortth* 

^^^pw^BumpawawRodCWasix^r^LptehW atvVtodsbrl 
jal^ester r NovBmtec is anortiw Bcaiy to get betl ^- ^ l *f 0 ^Trimn whensecor 
^.^.Spec^onhactioduatontoaUK^txin^. Selection. GAlWfli 


O SHI MARSHALL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £6,000 
I added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £4,425 

1 AHTIRniNOECEl^ P) (T Nell ATudcmon, D ARporQ C Brad’s 8 0. UBndey 

2 <FBP JACOBS HfK(14) (tq (The Bade Stoop Rock} PVMta 8 118 RGwriBy 

3 1/P6 81 DOCS D&SMA (B) (C) (Pui Hrpfiyt D Shew 8 Bit {Eec) GeryLyoiw 

4 a=aa HAWKHHJJpJ) fTha^**»**>»^PHa±aB1Q8 2ndpratanKe 

5 30383 MSOHSBOV^(D)(WEJona^JMBnOtvBOa -RJatam 

8 2P1FJ> FLAMMGIHRACLE(4q (QUO ftiduy) G Barnett 8 1)0 B Hariftig B 

7 taa/P YOUNG BALtnC (40) (D) (BRHBuiouUi) UsJRtman n DO DLaXw 

_ y rtflrliffld *» 9 

Mbinun list Jroe hantScep MigMs: Ftoning Wracte fist 13& Yomg Baldric 9a11Bx 

BETTINQ: 7-A Doc* DBonma, 85 Jaaon’t Boy, M Art Pitace, 10-1 Jacob’s Wile, Yowig Bafektc, 
12-1 Ftaodng IBrade 

FORK GUIDE 

DOCS DILEMMA, who won by a distance at Ascot n November 1995. Buttered tendon 
trouble and was not seen again until New liter* Day when beaten a long way n Clare 
Marts race - Art Prince a 21-length ttwri. Again a long wey boric on ground that was 
too soft for him beWnd Cattty Hang at VIMhertoy; he scored gamely ow throe turtonga 
fixther here lest week. He fc pertained fib but can supptenent the gabaJeson’t Boy 
has not been out of the first three in seven starts this season, wtnntog two and was a 
doran lengths off the ronnewto when ttwd to Capenwrty at Wndsot Jacob's Wife, left 
dear at the the test when acorvig by 12 lengths at Bangor n May was plied up at Hunt- 
ingdon on Mb retun and looks beat watched. SofecUan: DOCS DLEMMA 

10 on 1 CHARNWOOD NOVICE CLAIMING HURDLE (CLASS F) 

£3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,553 

1 0B FMAL STAB (6Q){D} (Mrs ShefeyDvryeOC D«yer 511 E R Guest 

2 4-1 R5 OLDHUSHW1NG (11) tbhnABbh^) PHadamSn B . Jt Hatrocb (!) 

3 54000 THE CROPPY BOY (72) (Wnte^xune Pbnl Ltd] J NevOe G 1] D _R Johnson 

4 W3C TDrAiir YOURS pf}) (D) (BF) (Ki^r Kuls fV&wnrtpi M Pp? 5 ti SAP McCoy V 

8 CAPTAINS DAY (FB4) (□ BuW) H CoEngslga 6 H fi MrRWaMsyp) 

6 403 LORD HASTE (j) (Vks Joy BarxW) NTrMer 6 .GBiaday 

7 0 SQUARE DEAL (R9) (Pakaig Fbn^arv SBc*srtg7 11 4 UFostor 

8 PI DAHT0VH (Fiy (W Cbfcrd) B Smart 7 T1 2 CUemflyn 

9 3P GUYS GAMBLE (40) [Ftoitam ri tartxrajgh Rc) J Wharton 5 n 2 — LCunntas(G) 

C P4-0PP MOfffiAT (S3) [C I Rat«to) C RateHta 9 h 1 WDuan 

11 04500 PRECIOUS BLAW (35) (JWBfe) HAdsaBII l Mr0McPM(7)V 

XL 4CHF4 LOELARK(Q (Many Bbbey) R BraharlDn BUB .MGritMhs(7) 

O 3NTO LADY PBflWAGON (IS) (J I □ Pare) N 9 15 fl MShanfet 

14 00 HK«rmVERftfl(B*CahflTBi5B8 P«togtoy(SJ 

B 000 TBX TOMORROW D3) (Dtanfj Ct**Hn Co LSfl D McCasi 7 09 UrGUksp) 

B MARXUKTRESS(raeB) pahnPUgh) JC®wa4 C8 JMr U RHMd (7) 

-IBderiarad- 

BETT1NG: 4-8 ‘totally Ybon. 8-1 Old Huaii Wag, 7-1 Heal Slat* SI Lord Hastta, 14-1 Lowiartc, 
20-1 Cntabi’a Day, 25-1 Goya Gambia, Praricus tataod, 33-1 ribem 
FORM GUIDE 

TOTAijy YOURS con chak up her fifth success of the season even H aha s«o beaten 

10 lengths by AmancamoJ whan 7-2 on at Wlncanton last tone. She came home by 20 

lengths when going oH at the same odds at Ptomptnn before that. Second spot may go 
to Lord Kaetfe. Winner of eight Flat races; the fast in TSSl Mget TMderSs charge has 
had orty three rum ow Umber and put up his best d^day tart lime whan a rahwAy 
beMen ttwd to Baher end Shark at Markat Ffesen. Final Stato non a Ludow se8w eea- 
3 y m November and was not d te cradtted although only snrth at seven to Batadur h a 
nonces' hanricap at Sandown. Selection: TOTALLY YOURS 


I HURDLE (CLASS G) £ 2^00 2 m Penalty Value £1,912 

1 - iS&S 1JPtOUR«Airi^(BJ(P8)mrtBQ^5B0 

; K34 KAWrOMC (13) 1* D W P«« J» »» 11 * * 

W eou> Of ra» (Pa IW^W KU^JI sun- e ,mE® 

SIMM '*'^•£-^'“■£*2? 1 “■ H 

goom 5 the only onM meant wmng 5™- SS *»* 


^SSTtffe orty other ^TSSe t^to TS- 

wae racxHJ 1*** these ^ d .^!? ^ WWTffiSS 

i heery ground hare over Christmas. aw *™ w ‘ 


r396 a»«J w«» rawg far i 
- - cm heevy gworid 


RAC ING results 

UNGFlfiLD 

145: 1. FAAED TO HTT (Mr J W 

2S-T . 2. Don’t Drop Sornbe 

Kfl4W Uioni2-ttaran.ii-4JwF*awi^t 
• .. gsijjnmodenVTW :t340ft:POQ 

— “ 5 

THF INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0J91261 + 

insnsot FWI w_ 

iHfRia | - xi I «_ 

mv ffluOTtl m ; M3 

OT9126T-SZ0J 


fyen ] SILVER BELL MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS E) (DIV II) £4,000 
J,au l added 2m 7f 110yds Penalty Value £2,651 

1 2FP5BI AATTS BOY (7OT) (fttsn ItaxE) D WWIb 9 n 5 R Botany 

2 IK33P5 DBSE UARSHALL [1 1) | John W3ffc) J Vterte 071 5 A Dobbin 

3 0DF4F/ GODORSPWff (B39)(SMGi®eB|WMSk!**rr®8ll5 SWyms 

4 OBCftl JOESBWTHDfflfflfl (Ths to*xtayRart«Bhip)PRVfet*)wBTl 5 RGontty 

5 RPP-0B KYLE DAVBjp2)p43eaatthd& Farm Buttigs Ltd) F Jcnfei B n 5 DByma 

5 tyi-P2 LANCASTR1AK JET (50) (D) (Mre A E FtobaF-Ftofiny) T Forie 7 T1 5 — 2nd pretarence 

7 -CF332 MAN OF THE MATCH (35) (Ms Bzriaeti Anne) Iks J Rnon 8 II 5 DLaaby 

8 2FF-U0 WELL BAMC (13) (UraCHria) S*sC Hcks 11 11 5 IN 0 MdPbrt (7) 

a P3 1-0 SAMI VIEW (MKP) <RDBHBstandlfetw*Bbo*a>di}C Sods 7 ii D.-GBmfcy 

B *& **> FORTYTWO DEE (18) (WiRJh MBirfannsI LirilSCt N Siito BUD JlStamH 

■B P4-F4Z hOPPBWAMTE (40) (D)(M J PtrtnB) T Georga 8 11 0 RJotasoe 

-lldeetafed- 

BFTTING: 4^ Man Of lbs Maidi, 4-1 Binn VIsm; M Data MsnhaB, Hopparttantt, 12-1 Fortyt- 
■o Dee, IB-1 Joe's BWhda* 2D-1 Amy* Boy, 33-1 ton 
FORM GUIDE 

A good chance this tor MAN OF THE MATCH to open Ms asooisttJBrtny Pltmanls charge 
a taler on Ms fencing bewt took Ihe rrUnor position behind (Sverts Secret over couse 
and dtetance rwrt tsna He waa taied oH last rf three finishers to Ideal Partnerta race 
at Warwtofc but stayed on wet when beaten seven lengths iy Master Oirt at Whnwck. 
LancMtrtai Jet. a winrwig point-to-powai; was ttfad oH on debut over regJtaon lanoes 
beNnd Vftmtering Ltfit at Wtodsor In November but chased home TbretuH Express at 
Heretbnt the totawhg mordh Tm ForetertJ sewsrvyeaHjto has a (jretenred enoagamant 

MYWndsdrlwtshortdgockfeBMtuinhgtanalioppK^ntoMretwtanarwfence 

when second to Fredife Pi/tock rt Haretord. Seteettoo: MAN OF THE MATCH 

GOLDEN MILLER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 


K4.UUL aoueu an hi liuyus renaiiy vaiuc 

1 asyp GNEBarrciajyp McManus) jjonbi? eo *£££2 

2 U8P36 CHARUQTS WHJ. (18) (D) (Barings Ud) G Baktog CITn -B COtori 

3 S6&56 UntE GUWNER t^tkWBa fart Ma^ iprtailT--^ 

'4 4 e« WASSL 5TRST (Ifl (CO) (B LasShenfei^K Magan 6 11 6 - »g * 

5 OWM COUCTCBWiLAH(S^(D)(PUi^^Ctay9l|5 GTbrwyV ( 

BETOG: 94 Court ttculu 7-2 CtWinMfeBM,^ 4-1 Uttfa Gunta^ Wsnl fitrwA.MGIwB^ 
1997: Cttxtoo 7 ID 10 M Foster B-1 (C Thoman) B tan 
FORM GUIDE 

WASSL STREET looks the pit* ot a moderate bu nrtL K wto 

tratoed by Jot« Gcsden to hte Rrt days, was eueo^i^l^ In ll»^rtogrtiS« 

whle Iw went in over course arid distance tmtl at fames! sr Iasi arm. This seasons at- , 

ssxExSmtm-t s?ss?sitsssar 1 sr a 2. 1 s?ESs; 

to Looa Ftorta at Huntingdon after leading irt* atftar five flmi «gW- out nei tai tower 

tfan test tto» and should be finer now. Court drertartooks the danget MaySrav 

iw was last ot three firashers behind Royrta Angela an d ^Aart Soft I fa Wtorcw a’ on 1 
S«wrt«r but he was only tour lengths off the wtma Beth 5 ?al»A|?rtaand Akw I 

on town their r^^^»toCaxt&a4^wi be ri^wjcxtfwoirt- i 

ra - his first since Juna Ghre Best wmer of a bunpa- at Ayrn i 

Sttafe the same track thefatovtog yew was lalad rtf when ip to ^endd 
1^- race at Warwick 19 days ago but ha^ wi be MMtfi fer to m fany^ ! 
Cry Is booted tor Ihe meunt Setocdmi: WAS&- STREET 


Cim figjtt DF: CS540 CSF: FrTC5a The- 

asc ET2BL71 Trto: 04^1 „ 

2.15: 1. 1W«ADN^^ P 

T-Bfav; 3. Reg- 


Lady ^ 

aauS“» ew “ BR 

^HtSSoUae (WByjrj ***- 

i^i^vTsdeorWoB"®- 1 * 2raft 

Ohl’A’A-P-Morfflaua 


SEsSfcSE 

asatWaSSssB 


CgF ; 0jg3lTn 

■ > WI. DnM 


Ssffizioaa ptaca 5! E5SB& 


MUSSELBURGH 

latfcl.HOH EXPRESS (APMcCwJM 
rt fav; 2. Roek 12-1 ; 3. tfanaor tM. 1 S tm. 
M jlt» MNlM P»Xaa (Mrs J RarntoteJ 
Tbtro 04D0; £15G £«& DF ; S43U 
CSF; £3532. Dio: £36430 (part won). 

ZjOO: 1. IRISH WILDCARD (E Catodtort 
7-2: 2. Leap In The Dark SM; i Hen Be- 
plow 7-2. 12 ml 3-1 to George 
KnMthl 4 , 4 (J H Johnsai) TW« lOtM 

Sn So etaa of= ssssa csf.- cbm 

Tricast: EtftTa Trio: E3«a .. . . 

£30: 1. MASTER BAVARD (A DOS**!) 
6-1^ ■ 2. ttobMifc 3-1 ft fe*: a soars Strik- 
er 3-1 IffcW 12 

£720; £1SQ £190- £ am OF: CfiBQ CSF. 
tpoati THo: ggga NFC 1 , 

“Sfc 1. CHINA WNG P « 

tor, 2. Bine Ch*n» 7-ZJ ^ » 

ml a a (J 2*^' “ M 

DoS (Wl JWtt} 
Acatou m 8-1 10 ran. 3-1 
\ a (P Baaumort) 

Earn DF: cawa CSF ; £3Maa 7h ' 
case 1353361. 1W> : T®®® 1 


-LOO: 1. DR BONES (M- O McPhal) 11-10 
fev, £ Adonffa 7-V,S. TWoon* Ftane20-l 
7 ran. 5. T. (F Muphy) TOfa £»; tm 
£230. DF: £870. CSP. £924. 

4JBb 1. ROCHSURQ (ADobbto) XM; 
2.BaOMagtoB-1;3.SyteanBtpre*e33-L 
15 ran. 11-8 to Camden Moon (Sh) 13, 5 
(F Mu-tagh) Tbte: EMO: £47G £350 B45Q 
DF: £maa CSF: £B8BaTrto: £23900 
jackpoc £1757X80 

Ptecepofc £23040 Quadpofcfsafl 
Plaee & £5731 Plsca & E207L 

0'fifflyWbdaD was banned for five 

days by the Lingfield stewards yes- 
terday for Irresponsible riding on 
ftiry Domino in the selling stakes 
won by After Eight. 

0 Sparky Gayle, unbeaten in six 


V&ugh on 1 IS. In a tense final 
session of play, he was dropped 
four times and defiantly stood 
his ground despite hitting his 
stumps, prompting a vociferous 
appeal by the South Africans. 

The appeal, however, was 
turned down by the third um- 
pire, Steve Davis, provoking sev- 
eral minutes of dissent. 

Scoreboard. Digest, page 27 

WINDSOR 


HYPERION 

1 .40 Pomme Secret 2.10 Mr Chataway 2A0 
Danzante 3-10 Rectory Garden 3.40 Sur- 
sum Corda 4.10 Tfefficherry 440 Mght Dance 

INSPECTION; 7.30am 

GOING: Good 

• Flg^«-ol-eight coursa LflVsL with sharp tuns. 

• Course is N ot town on A3Q8 n»ar junction 6 ot U4. Sta- 
tions at Wtodsor Central (service from London PadtSng- 
Ton) and Windsor Riverside (service from London, WStorloo) 
im ADMISSION: Club £14; fattareafa ElO; SJver Rtog £4. 
CAR PARK: Cfab £2; ramander £LS0or£t 

• LEADING TRAINERS: K Balfey SG7 (293%) Mm H 
Knight 10-59 (188%), N Henderson 9-48 (198%), T 
Forster 6-21 (286%). 

• LEATHNU JOCKEYS: M A Fitzgerald 0-83 (208%). M 
Richards 9-61 (n.1%), A P McCoy 7-29 (24.1%). N 
WHHamson 8-60 (K)%V 

• FAVOURITES: 90 wins to 2SG races (352%). 
BL1NKB1ED FIRST ^ TIME: Buritog Ftane (MD). Ctadn And 
Stripes (2.10). Danzsma (240) (VKcred), Steam (440) 

H An] BURNHAM SELLING HURDLE 
I J‘ W J (CLASS G) £2,375 added 2m 

1 DM POME SECRET 5 fl O.J Low H 

2 18542- CROMABOOCROWNP9B)PBeMin7ii5 

WWMtNnspon 

3 GOO EttJY MY PtY (20) H WH)b 5 11 3 DJUoflaQ 

4 WHO CROAGH PATRICK (13) J Fm B H 3 SFmc 

9 FO DUKTSMISIIIAL^KMngaiSli 3JIM>flaey(3) 

6 /P-PPO MLESn»C(l3)N^eiBB713 RGtMra 

7 SAWLAJAN(FiaqTWtan7n3„MARbgMBte 

I 8 002PE SEXTONS MIRROR (3S) (BF) T Jones 6 11 3 

— ft Thornton B 

9 CO SHAffiC (3^ K Morgan 5 n 3 ASStsfib 

V IP - mj WsaaOHDRKBt(«8TKeddy71l3.SRy»(S)B 
I n OPPPP- ABBEVDORAN (301) D ajrchaC 7 DC ...VStattny 

12 05 BONNY (13) □ Write 5 D 12 W Warden 

13 DO BURMNG FLAME ^1)RMRowr SBC 

. .. — . . t Dracombe B 

, M OPOOO UaUN(13)JR*B«12 ;._BFwta) 

B 6PB 8AMWD(»MJattoar5«ie — JNBMdtoiorm 

B 0060 TARAABfrp5)RPWen*5tlB C«Wbb(3) 

17 RM FtAHVE^ RRST (21) D Bnhel 4 B 7^n J Burdiol 

B 5026 MPALAflS) W G Mlirw4 B7 JPewtrp) 

« P NKmE(29)ABmw4«7 IHawy 

20 5434 MWS0(B) R Stonge 4 B7 JCuSoly 

21 00 RAMBO TANGO (29) B Carhrlge 4 1) 7 TBoy 

22 PO AUNTDAPHNEM MaLRkhaK&4Y)2 MRUarti 

23 W TYROLEAN OANCSl (B) A Ghoihertaln 4 10 2 

BPdwfl 

-23 doctored- 

BETTING: 1-2 Pomni Secret, 7-1 Shaft, 12-1 Sadoo% Wrm 
Bow* 14-1 Cmnatm Qmro, RehMA Rut, 18-1 Cmagh Pfett. 
teipdta, Pejasa, 33-1 rihem 

ml OAKSIDE NOVICE CHASE 
IU 1 (CLASS E) £4,000 added 3m 

1 31 mi FATHaR3rniBffi(89(n)MrsPfaeretey1)118_ 

UrPfawmky 

2 P252-U aAYU*SIM(9l)MssH)(njrtBtl4.--J£«Dty 

3 t»P CHKKSA»8TRIPeS(16)CWMdQn7114 

M Rtehsnb B 

4 attWB EASY BREEZY (40) C Mann 8 11 4 JHagtsP) 

5 0P4-U3 M1ERHAGIC (14} J Fkx 8 H 4 SRa 

6 0f1-P2 LANCASTRIAN JET pO) (D) T Forior 7 11 4 

- AThanann 

7 U71PP LOUGH LEIN SHOT (MJ (D) Mss C Johreey 7 n 4 . 

HThturtoe 

B 2LW» MR CHATAWAY (23) D Grissel 7 U 4 BFMoe 

B QIF NUTHBUDOVM C Motodc 7 tl 4 P HonUy (3) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

1^0 Presentiment 2JXD Batsman 230 Wtoy 
Jane 3.00 Oneforthedftch 3J0 House On 
Fire 4.00 Just Another Time 450 Risky 
Whisky 5.00 Bowcfiffe 

GOMG: Standaitt STALLS: 7f - outride: rest - Inside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High 1rom« lo »r\4t 

• Ftoresand, felt-hand, mal coma 

• Course bNrt town on A44fi Stator? tn ADMISSION: 
CkjbCB; ThttoraMIs £6 (QAP Diamond Club £4); Restau- 
rant £2580 toctertag entrance and meal GAR RARK: frea 

• LEADING TRAINERS: R HalEnshMd 81-598 (tL2%). 
U Johnston 54-346 (213%). J Berry 43-300 1M%1 P 
Hasten 36-200 (18%) 

• LEADWG JOCKEYS: Dean McKeown 28-239 (10i9%X 
J Oil inn 25-384 (65%), D Wright 23-252 (81%), D Hot- 
told 21-130 082%). 

• FAVOURITES; 380 wins to 1,185 races (32.1 %). 
BLNTORED HFBTTU£: CNrts Spirt (204 Bteratene BOG. 

Stng For Ua (33C? (vfccrad), Psrpotuul Light pOC? (vtecnxl). 

nr q ff l CHIVE MAIDEN HANDICAP 
I l,JU l (CLASS E) (DIV I) £4,000 7f 

1 42-433 MMMCATO (14 DCosgove 49 B MRhner4 

2 Easy DARBY FUTBT (743) WlUr 597 -_Jta1taDwyw9 

3 OMffi TBCWWQITpfl JLEym5Bfi 0 Peers 5 

4 0D&2 POWWOW(t21 EAfc*to495 BEOggcfl 

5 G0800 RKIMA(12) RrMnstaad480 W Ryan 3 

G 36£HH CLONOE (8) R Ingram 4 8 £1 AMcGtansB 

7 4OL40 PRES&TnSfr (IB) S Bowing 48 9CTtogtM (3) 2 

6 00450 GREAT CHB=W Brii Jaw58 4 5 Norton 1 

8 6C3M TOM PL»li'E-T (5) R Sjsthm 4 62 __L Cftamacfc 7 


BASKETBALL 

Perry gives 
Leopards 
extra bite 

Makeeba Perry stands out 
among this season’s Budweiser 
League personnel, not only be- 
cause of bis 6ft lOin, I6st-plus 
frame. Among the swarm of 
Americans from lower grade 
and mare obscure colleges, a 
man with Tulaae University on 

his CV has undouUed pedigree. 

And Perry’s credentials are 
now even more impressive, al- 
though his coach at Greater 
London Leopards, Billy Mims, 
remains incredulous that Man- 
chester Giants released him at 
the end of last season. 

In the first leg of their Uni- 
ball League Ttopby against 
Sheffield Shariss at Poods Forge- 
tonight. Perry has the added in- 
centive of confronting John 
Amaechi, the only Englishman 
to have started an NBA game. 

Mims denies Feny needs an 
extra push. “Mak plays as bard 
every game. We won the league 
last season despite three weak- 
nesses. Tim Davis worked hard 
at centre but he didn’t block 
shots, wasn’t quick up the floor 
and we weren’t a great re- 
bounding outfit By signing Mak 
we turned three weaknesses 
into three strengths.” 

Peny is the league’s second 
highest shot blocker averaging 
two per game, one place ahead 
of Amaechi, is the second high- 
est rebounder and can make the 
length of the court in six strides. 

- Richard Tayior 


rugby leag ue 

Whelan becomes 
Super sponsor 

thermtemsn^f^'V ^ vssterday over Whcta's 

dedJSpSence for winter 
sorbyS w rm rogby, whereas Super League is 

-r.tsss.- 

K2S.«fS5 

of the country's because attendances have gpne 
was up in summer and wc have to 

t^nTfedorln brokering thfe 
Maurice is very good at 

ffiftSra sSrfbra -JHe arrangement is up for 

said Wbdan, the former review in March in any event, 
is but their is notate* 

chainnan of Wigan Athletic as clause,” said the RFU actmg 
n TrR chief executive, Neil Tlr nni riiffe. 

W ^MeaAedmeifIwouldbe Meanwhile, another Wire- 
interested in sponsoring Super Ian-financed project a 

League and I «rfdl would. - step closer to frmhon yesterday, 
U jJB replace Stones, who with Wendell Sailor signmg a 
out after last season, contract to join Wigan next 

before the scheduled end of season. His arrival still depends 

their £500,000 a year sponsor- on the outcome of his argument 
.. with the Brisbane Broncos over 

“Alcohol and tobacco have an option they claim to have on 
been generous sponsors of the his services, 
game, bui this marks a move • Whrrington have signed 
into a new area,” said Lindsay, Danny Whittle, the former St 
who revealed that two other Helens and Swiuton forward on 
birfi-prafile companies bad also a 12-month contract. 
Started. - Dow . H “ r “' rf 


ana ns long ,.v~" 

ner League’s managing director, 
Maurice lihdsay, tas dearty 


deaL . 

“Maurice is . very good at 
putting things in yow: brarn 
and letting them simmer for a 
while, 75 said Whelan, the former 
Blackburn full-back -who is 
chairman of Wigan Athletic as 

We -He afced me if I would be 

interested in sponsoring Super 
L g a w ift and 1 said I would. 

JJB replace Stones, who 
pulled out after last season, 
before the scheduled end of 
their £500,000 a year sponsor- 
ship. 

“Alcohol and tobacco have 
been generous sponsors of the 
game, but this marks a move 
into a new area,** said Lindsay, 
who revealed that two other 

_ _ * i i .i~. 


c SS3-2 oiciimmoiJD«to«8n<.^®D«*2 
n O0FP6 wnfiQEftL no M mtoma»_7 
n 033ZU- SUPBt WTCHAffrp44) ® 

Q SKRJ DUNMCIBC0UinW»FfaWBnt3JB«W^ 
-ttdtdml- 

BETTM&2-1 BayBM&t^3-1 5-1 Unctogfa JN. 

8-1 EMf Breo» On Wort, 12-1 Mr Ctotan*, IM 

LEVY BOARD NOVICE H/WDICflP 

12.40 1 HURDLE (E) £2^00 2m 6t 110yd* 

I 66453 WBUYYWWOR (1^NTiUritoOnM7 'n U^ r 


2 23m BCmLWWPBWto8115^--A - Tl«rin 

3 0930 SALMMN (M)D0fteiBl1 1 — — 

4 -tKP2 CAMAY (14) NlttlsIStlG — -RDW| , W , W 

5 2R4P KMaBUNDTWBWat (ft) QSrtnnrt TJpn - 

— - tfacMiifc 

8 340 KDAIHJW(14)AHVtovey71] H.--J AMtfulftf 

7 1-4438 K9MAHUlA(18)QBateia6Utl BAtelto. 

8 4SD WES7BWOflB : fl4JDWfarT«4®B-_~— 

9 3-6400 Biro THE WS WB MmM Janaa 7105 -- 

— — -AFMmM 

t) 233204 cm^lVBilEa4^VUMBtl« 


11 -U3P2 SAAfl(l3)Ra«teir7t)2 DSMB 

xi 4-2Q58 |flSIYCUSS(BO)Caoa*TflOJ SMeNw 

U 60380 DANaNIT PQ RStortgtBnO. — JtltwitooV 

M 0&3BP 7AI8AN (t9) JCNfenl 5 U 0 ^Oft*K»«(S) 

& 23938 BtoaKUNCBUCK (19 N^WfeBSO — H toMM 

IB -ssen SOUTHWEST BIPRESS MDWWh 8 tlO 

, - — - i m - - i - ' w Bwto 

IT M004 AUWWIim(B(|Rft«o*7t>0 Jllfe*W» 

B 4LV604 EZZYSBCrr(9)SMekr1)l00 CWHbb^ 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Mr Chataway 
(Windsor 2.10) 

NB: Bingley Bank 
(Windsor 3.40) 


T9 OP/fOO aeiDOSAN (1-4) TOmtoBK} 7 »0 GUpteo 

2D OPMO UID0B0nCHBnMtS1)MCaiTrtai71)(LBFawrt 

21 DBRSI5 COW’UTBtMD LADY (91) N Cute 8 II 0 LMdl 

22 N0W= WSIBlGB g H08nY(?toCWtodon7Ba 

— — DJK wiitf iB 

-22 (teetered - 

Mntoui) aelghc Wat Due bmfup nipUr Dtraarts SW T3h 
Aten M J2©, SpmUng Buoi M 11b, South MW &vrare AN 
1 tm. Mtny PW W an, En/t Bor, BMona. Luteli CktiMtx. 
CooiputeiBltl Ladf Sst 3b, Mater Gerenato M 3b 
BETTWa M WW*y Vtarin 7-1 Qm*K 9-1 Bold Lmr, IM 
■Ongeteto fawmei, r-toiery, Cnmt Arem*. 12-1 Hnrtri- 
feSsafl. IflBtyCten, Sooth IMEipreaB, 14-1 adm 

[b in| BEECH HANDICAP CHASE 

1 _ I (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m 

t i-5F2s is)eaiYtx5mF(is)jGrbri9efl_apote« 

2 2-228 HECrORT GARDBi (34) (CO) TFcr*r9 8 'C 

— AThorrirei 

3 43-FPO SEOO ROGA (11) (I? 6 UAr B fl 9 — C Write p) 

4 2PPPB HJBBOURG (71) (D) P Hobbe B tl 7 ~R Dmnody 

5 -U2234 ANDft UWALpO)(CI^KBMO)lB8 5 JlWtemon 

6 /321-0 TREMK CAPDUN p4) 0 awnwod 11 H 2 

JAHcOtofe 

7 P3tt1) MBUITS LAD (833) RTForstor BUB— JCriMy 

8 424BP ALLD ETORQE (18) (Dl A NeMDante XL 13 BJ» Hotc^ 

9 3523P8 OHSOHAMJT(C9(BfHQife»®3 JUMtl 

-tdrtml- 

KTTM: 5-2 Reetorr Gtenten 7-2 RMtaaayniMA 4-1 Arete 
UmL B-l Uh Mho Captain, 10-1 Swd Rtega, 12-1 otam 


(ooril SAGE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added 5t 

1 00584 JUST LOU (T) ICD) K Bute 49 B PQoa(719 

2 066S5 CH3ICAST HI) (D) (BF) J L E^ts 538 

— — senatoyro 12 b 

3 42321 F£ATVBtSTO(tt LANE (7) (OD) Mre L SUM 7 9 7 

...PunMdtamn* 

4 44083 SNX COTTAGE B(CiqRBai&nai887 



5 D80D4 B0FFTWp31)BBaigh595 -RataBWtotep)BB 

6 04493 i&INVHOUE (B) (CD) A lUiDfend 7 9 5 

DVMbMSV 

7 OB8MSH«OFPIMWTYH(C)(D)DMctafe9B5„ 


8ErroKfc MThne K toft 3-1 PW Wn* M MnOM^H 

Ooaoa. W PiManttneat 1 M Pttft*,GnwtChef,2f-1 often 


a p p o in tin g at Wetherby last time, 
could reappear over hurdles as 
part of hfc Cheltenham preparation. 


[q T gfl CHIVE MAIDEN HANDICAP 
l £wU yl (CLASS E) (DIV H) £4,000 7f 

1 (SUM BATEMAN (20) W MkediM 9 W DHolandfi 

2 40326- CONCraNMi.(4QSCMaira4B8 JknOTbill 

3 62M CJffiPSSPMT(12)Stefciwl498„ 

PFrcderfc*ap)38 

4 258-80 BLUE LAW tZ7)R topsoil 94 AHeGkm4 

a C0Ct» DVB?7>£M00N078)NLlinr>dcr4O- 

_SVIUaaith2 

6 004M Y»HSPBIUW(T2)RHc*naifiaiJ48t) 

DHq«l»(7)8 

7 M 830 BMIAB.(11)BUwclyn5aa PDo*(7)5fl 

B DOOM MADAM 2ANDO (12) 5B B NCafete7 

B ODOtB 8L0fCW£ PQ 5 R Bowrtg 5 8 J _CBto GBx&n 5 B 
- -B ttectered - 

BETTWQ: 7-4 Batsman, 2-1 Canon 1 Aral, M Ebe Lamp, 10-1 
CWbTb Spirit, IM BtontoWsW W*prU*( 2S-1 otters 


8 W)05- BROADWAY MELODY (100) (C) K Jhp« 492 

WRjanS 

S 3S0DD- STOCK WLWUKB1 (121) K Bute 4 BZ. 

^sn^Mmii 

D 08 HQUSWESSG8)L(29)HssJCrazB590 J 

BVMterB 

If G THE SWALLOW (25) Karignefar 309. JStratoW 5 
12 3E04 UWWJAIC (c g;> J Bary 3 B 2 __P Kuf (3) 7 

betting; 11-4 Mvy J«n%»3SaH8 Of Alorite 5-1 Rvtftasr- 

toant Lam. 11-2 Chtorean, 6-1 Brnndwy Hriofr. 12-1 otei 

IQ Af» I THYME HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added im 4f 

1 KHOO- ALRAHA(jn)(CO) J Barts 5 1) 0-C UMtar (3) 3 

2 OWMCASTtejgja^JBQPftrtmSBD—l, 

P Goads (1)4 

3 B540- m«(1i1)UlDdn5l)0 fiteton; 

4 718-1 SSNAN HWTBt (CD) D Co*gmo5 

,X8talteMm7 

5 005T5 AHCDC THISBBt (14^ (ig B Rafif^ 7 B 1 »T Sfiriia 

6 »Fn GRB9«nW(!4)(CD)W4tafl9IJWi^ W 

7 0I&4 WeORTHBNTCH (21) (Q (Bf^ JRnhaw5BQ 

JJVMWS 

-7 (teetered - 

BETTMG: 11-4 ton HMMl 7^ CMm CBNta, H toto, M 

(Mortmtoft 7-1 ftwnqiaa, Atoh% 14-1 Arrife Ihirekr 

3301 marjoram selung stakes 

1 .^ u l (CLASS G) (DIV IJ£2^00 3YO fif 

1 30383 GLQISTAL LAD (14) R htainetBU 6 12JV ClNan 8 

2 04536 HOUSE ON FBE(^j Benyfi C.CLreMtiwaa & 

3 GBM JHSSflWGBWfiftflJCJUQinaiZJtWtoUa 

4 tUINGTOUCH WGMMara7 TSeretai 

^ 0- M^l«IBm{221)JSIto(«B7^Pfcph, 

5 04600 SHGFORME0Q RHcMiead97^JICMWe7V 

7 0540- SOMDARdia JLEW9B7- lOuZLl 

8 00542 TUUn3p4)MnNJtoc«to37-PMNteb)^|2 

- 6 (teetered - 

BEmN&a-l HhaDntoflU.O'l HaiH0sFfe«,UT9xm 

M (SmOl IJd, IM in otfen 


Afi 'l LIMES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
J/W l EJ £2,900 added 2m 4f 
t 3M3B AKLCW (F13) J ftitlgB 68 8 JMEMcMortn 

2 om BBUNQSCtCTEfSi) CrDChesmyOV 2 — . 

HWBUnnmn 

3 03 BNGLEYBAf«(719NTVrSttvOwesG8 2XM»*Ji 

4 00 EMa£5TOW(l8)PChtoingBS1l2..A , niORdOO 

5 00 F0UKIAW VU£ (20} M Iteljwefc 5 if 2~fl Fentn 

8 3 GB4BTALASSaBty (2) GltagBSMiBTl 2 -- — ^ 

— U Hdunte 

7 084222 HAILSTORM (14) D ttiiotecn 5 fl 2 — Rlhorrteo ! 

8 25 KURAKXA{tB)JGflortS112 PHto 

9 413P MA2IL£0(4fqi1Mtant5112 EHtetandP) 

V 23CF SURSWOMM(tfi|<91Tlbefa7«2JTIteoKXi^ i 

If 05 WHISTLING RUFUS (74) N TotaavDa-ca 68 2 ! 

- - Jftrtetelnff) , 

V P aarafiffflO oaten Sion — MrSDrenkp 

is o. GAYT1ME(3S3)Pltebbsei01t — MrRWdgird) ] 
14 HNGS ATHLETE Ms A E JohnxnS DU 

MAnqnki 

■e CHEF PREDATOR F1SS) DWtaris 4 05 

R Massey (3) 

W P LAHABNASHWA»CS)BCtm4B5 JUnch 

-IBdectoad- 

BETTlWGrM lirtsSnrra, 8-1 Kaifcto. 7-2 5nianCnrtA 18-1 Bin- 

gtoy Banl^ Gemnl AtssratHy, 18-1 BtWngegrie,20-1 ritaert | 

l A Th ~l HOLYPORT CONDITIONALS 
^■ 1U I H’CAP CHASE (E) £4,000 2m 5f 

1 2JIH2 CAUuH0ME(B2)ISssSEdHtoteO120-OGkBrtM 

2 32P4V HARRtSTOWN LADY (1«4) G Battig 8 8 7.FKBriry 

3 8-0P1 PBSWKSJTE(3^ CEgarton 78 4. UUBmrfB 

4 Sn-FP 1HJUCtdRT(H)TO»fa5HKj^l9ll 1 -RTtaifan 

5 PUSS B0ME SETTER Maters no CVfebb 

0 Sfiaai HAIWHEtfl(l5(BF}PH«te9»C PHsotef i 

7 F4H32 HGHLEARE(21)AHHaiwy8*)t) CRaoB 

B -3I2PF nS lABSiEVABLE (14) P Eodes a tl 4 -J Goktetrin 
9 3I-P5D GEMMA’S WAGSI(7)(D)MCaDpon8B3 

. 0 J bonto 

e -82S3P HAiWEvafiuREWTCrewnni-^wtoiatort 

fl LHJCPP MHBtSHBT /D) MssK6oor£e BtJO 

RMnsqrB ! 

12 -44321 fflBBTWE STREAK (13)RHodga7t)0-TDsKontos 

B -U4044 THJHOOLfffi) RFtoweU UO AQrofiy 

14 mi ATITAaAW(6B^WMafe(z»Cote9t)O.GS(Wta 
-Udedared- 

MttenunwsgtolOsf.Iiustairic^MgKrMtoereRssi’SstTlBi, 
Pitntew Steak M fife, Thuhool EM OfeAtSAgein 8a 2fc. 
BETTWh 4-1 HnfaWd, M Psrefan Btta, S-1 CaO Horae, M 
MndBw Streak, 7-1 Wjh Leoite, 10-1 'ftfflchiny, Mattie Van- 
tare, 14-1 othaiv 

A A/S I COPPER HORSE HANDICAP 
T!7YJ HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 2m 

1 228-10 MEOTWIS(40m AHobtEBCD -ATtooteM 

2 128-0 H7WGHDOLB?pj)|’ lMJft±or?s7n C 

UrSDoreek(5)B 

3 2-832 MFM10US(iqnROa*an5fl9 JiDunreody 

4 am ANHASOLa.ft3) 0£hen»od5 8 5 -M fflebante 

5 10223 MOBlETOM(18J KX8(BF) PEcdss6 8 3 

— H Dare (5) 

8 OBS-O MUHADI (20) (fl) Un H Klitflt 5 D 12 JCufaty 

7 4653 NB3HT DANCE (F12)K Morgan 6 V O -NWafamson 
B 223832 SKRAM (13) R Ddon 5 to 9 MAFfagenridB 

9 SH2 NESSUN D0RO(F9) (CD) S Meter E 1)6 -C Webb (3) 
ID IWf- CIPRIAMaUffiN(45BJ(D)JG*fadS1l4_PHBB 

11 322B0 StfiMCREEX(Za}(P$(BF)PHd)b54V3Llltoaiy 

12 T2334U AJJ1AM (13) (□) R Hodge* 8 18 1 TDaaonba 

~!2dseterae>- 

BEITMG: 7-4 Anna ScM, 8-1 Bteare, H Werner*, 7-1 KoHa 
fare, 8-1 FiylflBFfckBto Hasten Doro, 12-1 NtaeO Three, Starae 
Creek, Atarepn, IM oBhb 


T7CT1 OREGANO HANDICAP (CLASS Q) 
I _ w l &S,000 added 3YO K 

1 22320- HEAVBOY ABSTONE (152) P Ewns 9 7 

TGUringUaS 

2 DUB-1 VJSTAAiBGREp2)(P)Pl«*97 —SfiaataaB 

3 60- DARWBJ.-S FXIY (B3) (Q M Jrinam 9 4 

DHoftnll 

4 88-23 JUST ANCrnraiWE (27) (D)(BF)J Berry 513 

2 P Robots (3)4 

5 OSffi- RUSHAN RUED (79) (CD) B tfcMteoi B g. — _ 

8 01-43 ROCXSWAWO'S)(C) PHateB0-^Sm*2 

-Bdadaid- 

fiETTIIG: 2-1 Vista Ategre, 52 Just Mtaat Ttaa, M Rosaten 
Romo, Hanwhr Abator, 7-1 Roctanrtn, 8-1 DareM8%Ftojr 

|430| MARJORAM SELUNG STAKES 
LT JU I (CLASS G) (DIV II) £2^00 3YO Gf 

1 540-1 ORANGE BUSH (29) PHtefen 93 LCtamoefcl 

2 OEM REKYWHSICf (WJfCBF) JBary93 

. _ P Rotate B 3 B 

3 50000- ARCANE STAR (93) A Jxvs 8 12 W Ryan 8 

4 09- FULL MOON pDI) P Evans B t2-TGUcLangh8n 3 B 

5 050-00 ra0UCKMG(11) NUtbnodenS7 SWMaHth4 

3 080 W0RYG«.(2fl)KWraa«a7 UBartMlE 

7 SO- UDrBR4L(t3QU9sJOax87-Qsol|nBteK(l)7 
B 00004- KAGGKX (40) R Holnshead B 7 -JJHoltodS 

-Btectarad- 

BjpTWGb 7-4 Orange Hwft, M Rtefer WhUljt U Freficfcteg, 
M Arcane Star, 14-1 FoS Moon, 18-1 Maggies, 20-1 otbert 

s nni ROSEMARY HANDICAP (CLASS 

1^1 D) £5,000 added Im If 79yds 

1 5-2321 RAIH0WAU2St(7)(CD) DMcrtobfilDI fEet) 

— TShfctel (7) 3 

2 3i5M TOUGH LEADBt (18) BHsrtWY49 B .R Pfrencrtfl 

3 S2D3 SUWJACH(7)(CDfiF)fUtifcrt0ad599 _WRfMl4 

4 a&W 7NEWAND0TTEOW{1Sj(C)KS[ri!e498 

Jbr^Kid4 Svidvs 7 

5 6438-1 R(naJFE(11)^)) EAton796 J Quinn 5 

S 40UaiMSARCHHRID(2{12){DBF}MJrinaon695 

Den McKMwn 2 B 

7 50CU3 MUSnR(q (DBF) KBate593 -JJww OTtsaa 

8 ISM) PHtPETUALUGHTOa ICO) JJ Quinn 5811 

S Drama IV 

-Bdecterad- 

REmNG:54BincBle l KRritooVbfeu;5-1 SuXMte, Three 

Arch Bridge, H PDBiw; m-i Perpmu UgM. IM otter* 

• Today’s meetings ai Leicester and Wind- 
sor are in doubt due to frost. Both courses will 

be inspected at 730am. 

0 Caerieon, one of Europe's top sires, has 
died at Coolmore Stud at the age of IS. The 
sire of Generous suffered a heart attack. 
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Guscott still showing 
no signs of mortality 


Jeremy Guscott dismisses 
the extraordinary level of 
interest generated by his 
return to England 
colours as “weird", but 
mere mortals remain 
astonished by his powers 

of recovery. As 
Chris Hewett reports, 
Guscott’s appearance 
against France in Paris on 
Saturday marks the high 
point of his achievement. 


It was Andy Robinson, the Bath 
coach and a long-time playing 
colleague of Jeremy Guscott’s, 
who hit the nail on the bead. 
Asked to assess the risk in- 
volved in selecting the cele- 
brated Prince of Centres for last 
weekend's Heineken Cup final 
on the strength of one match in 
six and a half months. Robbo re- 
sponded: “Risk? What risk? 
There’s no risk in selecting a 
player of Jerry’s ability." 

“OK,” replied a persistent in- 
quisitor. “How many players are 
blessed with such ability?” 
Robinson narrowed his eyes, 
stared at his questioner as though 
be was completely barking and 
turned away to talk to someone 
with a handle on reality. It was 
an understandable reaction; no 
one who has played either with 
or against Guscott these last 
dozen years or so would have 
considered an answer necessary. 

Trillions of words have been 
penned on the subject of Gas- 
con's unique contribution to 
British threequartcr play since his 
England debut in J9S9.afoir per- 
centage of them in the wake of 
his two great Test-winning strikes 
for the Lions- the kick-and-galb- 
er try in Brisbane on his first tour 
nine years ago and the last- 
minute drop goal that beat the 
Springboks in Durban last June. 

It is no exaggeration to sug- 
gest that Clive Woodward's de- 


FI VE NATIONS 
COUNTDOWN 

asion to run his favourite cen- 
tre at the Stade de France on Sat- 
urday on the strength of 
approximately three hours of rug- 
by constitutes a new high- 
water mark. Guscott’s last Test 
appearance, against South Africa 
in Johannesburg in July, cost him 
a broken am and when he sub- 
sequently picked up some seri- 
ous damage to a disc in his 
tower back during rehabilitative 
training with Bath last Septem- 
ber, the game appeared to be up. 

Many of his closest club col- 
leagues expected him to call it 
quits. He was 32, surgery was re- 
quired and anyway, he had done 
it all umpteen times over. He had 
played for the Lions in every ma- 
jor rugby stronghold in the 
southern hemisphere, be had ap- 
peared in a World Cup finaL he 
had won Grand Slams and Triple 
Crowns by the sackload and 
had pocketed more domestic 
league and cup final medals 
than he knew what to do with. 

Those colleagues were 
wrong. “Tm a rugby player and 
I play because l love the game,” 
Guscott said this week. "Why 
would I want to retire now? 
We've got a World Cup to think 
about next year and while there 
is a chance of being part of the 
En gland squad, Fm focusing on 
p&yir^r on at the best level I can.” 

All the same, it is difficult to 
think of another player any- 
where in the world who would 
be thrown into what is certain 
to be an extreme physical and 
psychological trial in such un- 
propitious circumstances. Gus- 
cott loves playing in Paris, but 
a Fran ce-Ea gland Test is no 
one’s idea of garden party. 

“Look, I've played two full 
games since coming back, the 
first of which I ended up losing, 
the second of which was the 
greatest day in my dab’s histo- 


ry. I’m enjoying my rugby and 
helping Bath beat Brive has put 
my confidence levels on a high. 

“If the atmosphere in Bor- 
deaux was anything to go by, the 
French are crazy for rugby at the 
moment It will be spine-tingling 
over there. If you add to that the 
feet that England are playing 
some pretty expansive stuff at 
the moment you could say Tm 
looking foiward to this weekend. 

“But I must say I find a lot 
of the attention coming my 
way a bit on the weird side. Fm 
one player in an exciting squad 
focused on the big games com- 
ing up and nothing else has any 
relevance. My only goal after 
the operation was to recover 
some health and fitness and play 
for Bath. To get picked for 
England now was not something 
I expected, but Tm chuffed to 
bits to be involved again." 

It now seems certain that 
Guscott, who wins his 49th Eng- 
land cap in Paris, will realise one 
of tbe few tangible ambitions left 
to him; membership of the ex- 
clusive Red Rose SO Club. Only 
seven players have bung in there 
long enough to gain admission 
and all of them - Rory Under- 
wood, Will Carling, Rob An- 
drew, Brian Moore, Peter 
Winterbottam, Wide Dooley 
and Jason Leonard - experi- 
enced Guscott’s genius at first 
band. Indeed, they all played 
against Australia in the 1991 
World Cup final. 

Guscott and Leonard are the 
only components of that side 
still plying their trade at the 
most ratified level, although An- 
drew and Underwood remain 
active in the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership. It will be no sur- 
prise to discover the “Us" - Jer- 
ry and Jason, both educated at 
state comprehensives. both 
renowned as players’ players - 
in a quiet comer of some bar in 
the Rue de la Madeleine on Sat- 
urday nighL After all, they have 
almost as much to look forward 
to as they have in common. 



Touch of genius: Jeremy Guscott is welcomed back into the England fold by Jason 


Leonard during Monday’s training session at Twickenham 


Vickery awaits the call to show some true Cornish grit 


England’s reputation for 
domination in the front 
row has been in decline, 
but Phil Vickery, called 
up to the England squad 
yesterday, is a rugged 
young player with the 
physical presence to put 
that right. Chris Hewett 
reports. 


Britain's farmers are not the 
only section of the workforce 
with a beef crisis on their hands 
- the same can be said of Eng- 
land’s prop population, who 
once bestrode the world with 
their “best of breed" certificates 
but are now mocked as mere 
runts of the litter. 

As recently as the 1995 
World Cup, the New Zealand 
All Blacks were so petrified of 
the while-shirted muscle await- 
ing them in Cape Town that they 
based their entire game plan on 
avoiding forward contact. Now- 
adays, they happily take all the 
contact they can find. English 
scrummaging is in decline. 

There is hope, however, and 
PhD Vickery, a 21 -year-old K2 
of a tight-head currently learn- 
ing his bard, unforgiving but 
hugely influential trade at the 


front row academy otherwise 
known as Kingsbolm. Tbe Glou- 
cester faithful are fiercely proud 
of their international props - the 
Burtons, the Blakeways. the 
Preedys, the Sargents - and. if 
the tough-nut intelligentsia who 
frequent the Kingsholm Shed 
have their way, Vickery will 
continue the grand tradition 
sooner rather than later. 

Bom in Barnstaple but 
raised on a mixed farm in the 
Cornish village of KOkhampton. 
near Bude, he knows all about 
tradition. The Cornish take no 
lessons from anyone - not even 
the Cherry and Whites of 
Gloucester - in the serious 
business of propping and, al- 
though Vickery's formidable 
6ft 3in, 2Gst frame allowed him 
to play some schoolboy rugby at 
both Jock and No 8, be opted 
for life at the sharp end at 15. 

“Cornwall is not the sort of 
place where things happen 
quickly, but if you can play rug- 
by you find yourself going up tbe 
ladder at a rare old pace," he 
recalled. “Almost as soon as I 
started propping I found myself 
in the representative whirl - tri- 
als here, trials there, trials 
somewhere else - and, after 
switching dubs from Bude to 
Redruth, I was picked for a first- 
team game at Leeds at 17, 


which was quite an experience, 
one way or another. 

“I made the England 16 
Group and then England Colts, 
joining them for a tour of Cana- 
da. A few Gloucester boys were 
on the same trip, including Phil 
Greening. Trevor Woodman 
and Ed Pearce. I got on partic- 



Vickery: England call-up 


ularly well with PhiJ and at the 
end of the 1995 season I popped 
up to Kingsholm to watch him 
play against Brian Moore in an 
important match with Harle- 
quins. There was a great at- 
mosphere that day and I loved 
every minute of it, so I thought 
Td give it a go there." 

Since then Vickery has been 
exposed to the stresses and 
strains of life among the grown- 
ups and survived to tell the tale. 
His two matches for different 
England second-strings against 


the midweek All Blacks were 
particularly instructive - “I 
played against Bull Allen on 
both occasions and found him, 
well, pretty strong, really” - and 
he is now firmly in Woodward's 
plans. 

“They're all good opera- 
tore, those New Zealanders. 
They are always at you, always 
crying to put something on you 
and I think I learned more in 
that 160 minutes than in God 
knows how many domestic 
matches. The All Blacks are not 
fancy, quite the reverse. They 
are simple, direct and they do 
things properly. There is no let- 
up and, if you do something 
wrong yourself, you are always 
punished for iL • 

“I can’t tell you how de- 
lighted I was to get a run in 
those two games. It meant 
someone in the set-up liked me 
and that was important, fee sort 
of recognition that made fee 
move from Cornwall, ail tbe up- 
heaval that comes from a 
change of scenery and change 
of lifestyle, worthwhile. 

“In many ways, though, my 
heart is still in Cornwall; my fam- 
ily are there and I love Redruth 
as a dub. They are proud of their 
rugby down there and it's heart- 
breaking that so many talented 
young players seem to be si- 


phoned out of fee county as 
soon as they reach college age. 
Sadly, there just aren't enough 
things happening, either acad- 
emically or rugby-wise, to keep 
players within the borders." 

For all his rapid develop- 
ment, Vickery still needs to 
apply the sandpaper to the odd 
rough edge. “He’s good, no 
doubt about that." Gareth Chil- 
cott, fee former England and Li- 
ons prop who now heads up fee 
marketing at Kingsholm. said. 
“But there’s no point asking too 
much of him too early. He 
needs to settle down for fee rest 
of this season, leant from hs el- 
ders and betters and then real- 
ly turn it oq in September. 
That's when England should 
start pushing him." 

If props mature later than 
most other forwards, Vickery has 
all fee time in the world: espe- 
cially as he possesses the par- 
ticular kind of raw strength 
than comes from working on fee 
land rather than working out in 
the gym. Two decades ago, 
Stade Stevens put Cornish front- 
row play on fee England map 
wife some international per- 
formances feat made Land's 
End look flimsy and fragile. If 
his successor is made of the same 
stem stuff tbe red rose pat* may 
just find its feet once again. 


Photograph: Peter Jay 

Paris pitch 
no better 

The fate of Saturday's France- 
England international still hung 
in fee balance last night Officials 
reported no improvement in 
the frozen and troublesome 
pitch at fee new Stade de France 
just north of Paris. 

The turf was reported to be 
frozen to a depth of 10 cen- 
timetres - more than was ad- 
mitted fee previous day - despite 
a pitch cover installed on Mon- 
day nighL Warm air blowers are 
to be employed today, but sta- 
dium officials were also praying 
for a change in fee weather. 

It became dear yesterday 
that the stadium had deliber- 
ately not covered or wanned the 
pilch at fee weekend, for fear 
that artificial protection or 
forced beating would worsen its 
fragile condition. 

The daily sports newspaper 
L Eqttipe said a more aggressive 
approach would have been 
adopted if the stadium were not 
due to be fee showpiece of the 
football World Cup in June. 
L 'Equipe said fee stadium was 
left wife the choice of risking a 
frozen pitch for tbe opening 
match of fee Five Nations' 
Championship, or providing a 
“ploughed field” for the World 
Cup opener on 10 June. 

- John Lichfield, Paris 


Scottish curlers 
can give Britain 
medal facelift 


Winning Olympic 
medals is something that 
Britain has not been 
good at lately. Now four 
patriotic Scotsmen are 
threatening to end an 
infamous run - at the 
Winter Olympics to 
boot. Mike Rnwbcttom on 
sin ambitious quartet. 


Britain, as the British Olympic 
Association has been careful to 
point out in recent weeks, is not 
a winter sports country. 

Wife the XVm Winter 
Olympics getting underway in 
Nagano on Saturday, tbe official 
line on British medal possibilities 
has been deliberately downbeaL 
Outraged domestic reaction at a 
lack of success in the summer 
Games of 1996 is still fresh in 

many a dminis trative minds. 

A gainst that background, 
fee jaunty confidence of the 
British curling team - four 
Scotsmen led by Flight Lieu- 
tenant Dougie Dryburgh - 
stands in startling contrasL 

In December, they regarded 
tbe bronze medal they won at 
fee European Championships, 
where they defeated fee previ- 
ous world champions, Sweden, 
in the third-place play-off, as a 

disappointment. 

The narrow- 
est of defeats in 
the semi-final by 
Germany, who 
went on to win 
the gold, r ankl ed 
wife tbe Scottish 
team, which 
managed a mea- 
sure of revenge 
by beating the 
Germans at 
Perth last month. 

They are not gung ho -but nor 
are they travelling all the way to 
Japan wife fee hope of anything 
less than an Olympic title. 

“We are after the gold medal 
in Nagano or it is fofiure for us," 
said Diyburgh’s colleague, Pe- 
ter Wilson, a pharmaceutical 
salesman whose brother, Philip, 
a former from Stranraer, is also 
in the team. Ronnie Napier, a 
construction engineer, makes up 
tbe four. 

Dryburgh himself assesses 
fee situation as follows: Cana- 
da favourites, and Scotland 
among five second favourites, 
fee others being Germany, Swe- 
den. Switzerland and Norway. 

Curling was featured at the 
first winter Olympics of 1924 in 
Chamonix, although its offi- 
cial status then is in doubt It has 
been a demonstration sport at 
fee Games in 1932, '36, ’64. ’88 
and *92. Why it has taken so 
long to arrive officially is a 
mystery to Dryburgh. 

“I can’t understand it,” be 
said. “It’s not like some of fee 
newer Olympic sports which 
have a subjective judging ele- 
ment m them, like freestyle ski- 
ing or synchronised swimming." 

As a Scotsman, he could be 
forgiven for a trace of bias. Af- 
ter all. fee game is believed to 
have had its origins in his coun- 
try - although there is no cer- 
tainty about it a Scottish curling 
stone inscribed wife the date 
1511 stands as powerful cir- 
cumstantial evidence. 

And many of fee stones 
which will be used in Nagano — 
401b a time, including fee han- 
dles - will have been hewn 
from Scottish granite. Alisa 



Ronnie Napier (haft) and 
slop Dougie Dryburgh 


Craig has an important part to : 
play in the Winter Olympics. v 
Alt houg h the game and tbe 
stones may be Scottish, the 
four Scotsmen selected have to ■ 
remember that, for fee duration • 
of Olympics at least, they are £ 
British. They are coming round 
to iL 

“We are all very patriotic 
Scotsmen, and we find it strange 
to be representing Great Britain 
for the first time in our lives," 
Dtybiugh said, “I probably finti • . 
the position easiest to come to 
terms with because as a mem- 
ber of the Royal Air Force, my 
boss is the Queen.” 

Dryburgh, who was 32 on Fri- 
day, comes from a sporting fam- 
ily. His 22-year-old youngest 
brother, James, is Scotland's 
first professional curler who has 
twice been world junior chain -tf ’ 
pion and is a reserve for tbe. 
Otympic team.Another brother, 
Stewart, is also a top flight curler, 
and sister Carolyn, has been 
five-times Inter-Services . skat- 
ing champion. 

The spbrting genes have been 
passed down by mother Jacquie, 
who was runner-up in tbe pans, 
at the World Professional Skat- 
ing Championships, and father 
Jack, who was Britain’s leading 
ice hockey scorer £ or four years 
during fee 1960’s, revelling in fee 
soubriquet of “The Pimpernel".'- 
Diybuigh, who is due to be 
promoted to_ 
Squadron 
Leader on his 
return ' from 
Nagano, is a 
training officer 
who directs fee 
work of flight 
engineers. “I 
am not an active 
flyer because of 
bad eyesight,” 
he said. He is, 
however, dearly perfectly adapt- 
ed for tbe acute observation he 
requires as slrip for his team, a 
role which requires him to call 
all the shots, as well as deliver- 
ing die final, crutiai shot himself. 

The spprt which has. simR 
larities to bowls, in that points 
are scored by fee. number of 
stones you can leave closer to 
a central point than your op- 
ponents’. Rather than a jack, 
curling has the “house", a cir- 
cle of six feet radius. 

The term “cuffing" comes 
from fee varieties of spin which ^ 
players impart to the stone via 
fee handle. While Dryburgh 
stands near the “house", di- 
recting each .delivery, the two 
other members of the team 
take up their synthetic brooms 
and - as required -sweep fee 
ice in front of the travelling 
stone to speed its progress. 

“In golf they say, ‘never up, 
never in’," Diyburgfa points out 
“But it’s the revezse in' anting. 

If you deliver the stone too 
heavy, there's nothing you can 
do about iL Tbe idea is to deliver 
it just abit so yon can speed ' 

it up’by brushing in front of iL" •>-. 

But the golfing analogy””' 
holds true in one respect - ' 
Dryburgh has to read tbe ice 
like a green by noting the be- 
haviour of fee stone in transit 
“Sometimes the ice is ; 
warped and you can’t see it But 
fee stones are so well balanced, 
they react to tbe smallest vari- 
ations," he said. 

He then uses his mental 
map of fee landscape, back' 
wards and forwards, to direct 
the tactics and employ- fee. - 
sweepers at fee right times. 


M£KENDF]xiyR£j land pools forecast ; Armstrong takes over Scotland captaincy 


FA Carling Premiership 

1 Barnsley v Everton Jl 

2 BJacKOun v Tottenham „i 

3 Coventry v Sheffield Wtetnesdsy 1 

4 Derby County v Aston Vta 1 

5 Lercestsr v Leeds ..X 

9 Liverpool v Souttuuipturi ...... ..........1 

7 MaiKtoester Uto * Botton 1 

8 Newcastle v West Mam 1 

Sunday; Arsenal v Chelsea. Monday; Cry»- 
lal Palaos v Wimbledon. 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

9 Bentingham v Mddtosbn&jgn 2 

}0 Bradford Qty v Chariton -2 

It Bury v Fort Vhle 1 

12 Mudderefteid v Stod^port .... 1 

13 Norwich V M anc hester Ctty 1 

14 Portsmouth <t Notan Forest ~2 

is OPR v Crewe — .1 

16 (tearing v Tranmare X 

17 Sheffield Utd vOxtaro Utd — 1 

16 Stoke v Ipswich X 

19 Swindon v Wbs! Bromwteh -...1 

20 Wolves v Sunderland X 


Third Division 

32 Brighton v Torquay 7 

33 Cambridge Utd v Doncaster ,1 

34 Carcttt V Lincoln Ctty X 

35 Chesser v Mansfield 1 

38 Hartlepool » Oaifington „ 1 

37 HJ City » Rochdale 

38 Macdeefieid v Scarborough 1 

39 Notts County v Shrewsbury 1 

Abo ptoytng (not on coupons): Rotherham 
v Exeter. Sonthorpa v Barnet. Friday: 
Cotohesta- v Swansea, Layion Orient v Pe- 
terborough. 

Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Aberdeen v Htoem tan ..... i 

41 CXedee Utd * MoUierweC 1 

_J( 
-.1 


icond Division 
Bournemouth v Bristol Ctty — . 
Bristol flowers v Chesterfield .... 

Fttfiam v. Southend ■■■ 

MmI v Gnmrfjy 

Oldham vBteckpod - 

Plymouth v Cartste 

Preston v Bur nley 

Wigan vNorttanpton. ....... 

Wrexham v Lut on-— 

Wyconbe * Breritad 

■jtffffvVWsaf — 

Tday: Wtettad v GHntfom. 


X 

1 

X 

1 

X 

X 

X 

1 

1 

2 


42 Kknamock v St Johnstone 

43 Rangers w CXtofertae 

Sundey: Hearts v Celtic 

First Division 

44 AJn*te v HamUton 1 

45 FaMfc v Morton.. 1 

46 Raith v Parts* 1 

47 st AArren v Ayr - ,1 

48 String Attonr Dundee 

Second Division 

49 Brechn v East Fa# _2 

Also pfaykq tool on nren|: townou CT 
1 Qydebirfr. LMngrton v Forfar. Queen of the 
South v Oyda; SbenaB- v SterhouemK TtiH 
□Melon-. Atwn Rovers * East String: AOoa v 
Ctotarfe INric Oondwfcreah v ftfenetic Dun- 
barton v Ross Couity; Mannose v Berwick, 
ito dime: Ufceserv Leeds. WfchesvSiai- 
detoret Reeni vBtidBKKkBmodcvajafn- 


five sways: Mddeabnwgb Nottingham For- 
est. Brutal City Torquay; East Fife 
Ten homae: Btackban. Uwpocf, Manchester 
U*ed Ncrwich. Bristol Rowrs. Fittwri Gam- 
bridge UW. Nods Court* Aberdeen. Rmgm 


Gary Armstrong, the Newcas- 
tle scrum-half, will take over tbe 
captaincy from Rob ^Vainwright 
for Scotland’s opening Five 
Nations’ Championship match 
against Ireland in Dublin on 
Saturday. 

TOiinwright does retain his 
place at blind-side flanker in a 
side showing seven changes — 
three positional —from the one 
defeated in Italy last month. 

Recalled to fee starting XV 
are the Waspswinger Kenny Lo- 
gan, who was left out of the 
squad for the trip to Treviso, and 
bis club colleague Damian 
Cronin in the second row. 

Cronin replaces the inexpe- 
rienced Scott Murray, while 
Logan starts on the left flank 
with Craig Joiner switching to 
the right in place of Tbny 
Stanger, who is demoted to 
fee replacements’ bench. 

Newcastle prop George 
Graham also makes a belated 
first start at international level 


after being forced to withdraw 
from fee original team to face 
Italy, coming in for David 
HBton at loose-bead who is also 
dropped to the bench. 

The other main positional 
switch sees Craig Chalmers re- 
stored to fee vital stand-off 
role in a straight swap for 
Gregor Townsend, who reverts 
to tbe centre role he has filled 
for most of the season wife his 
club, Northampton. 

The selectors have also gone 
foramorc heavyweight No Sin 
Newcastle's Peter Walton. He 
gets the nod over Adam Rox- 
burgh, who will be joined on the 
bench by London Scottish full- 
back Derrick Lee after a long 
absence from the internation- 
al scene. 

Tight-head prop Paul Wal- 
lace has received the green 
light to play for Ireland. Wallace 
hod been struggling wife a neck 
injury sustained playing for 
Saracens last weekend He will 


SSSter), A Ttt* (Novtosstie). G 
(Northampton). K Loam 
Cnsfcnara (Melrose and Scot- 


capt): 
(WiSt < 


be joined in the Irish side by 
flanker David Corkery and cen- 
tre Kevin Maggs. 

SCOTLAND (v Ireland, Fhre Nations' 
Championship, Dublin, Saturday): R 
Shepherd (Melrose and Gatedorea); C 
Joiner (tatoastsp. A TOt 
Townsend 
■);C 

orders), G Armstrong (Newcastle. 
G Graham (NewcastteX G Bulloch 
I of Scotland and SanM|. W Stair, 
art (Northampton), 0 Cronin (ufesps} D WMr 
(Newcastle). R Wak wrt gf* (Dundee HSFP 
end Caledonia). P Walton (Newcastle), S 
I Intmru (London Scottish). Roptauenwm*. 
T Stangar (Hawick end Scottish Borders L 
□ Lae (London Scottish). A Wool (Both), A 
Roxburgh (Kelso and Scottish Borders), 8 
Grimes (VUstsonrans and Cale donia ). 0 
HBlon (Bathjk G Scott (Dundee HSFP ana 
Caledonia), 

R e f e re e: A MOsonjSA) Tbuehjudgemi C 
Thornes (WeSQ and E Morrison (EngJ. 

• Bristol have signed the 
Neath winger Chris Higgs on a 
free transfer. The 29-ycar-oid 
policeman was not under con- 
tract at the Welsh dub and he 
will make his debut in the Chel- 
tenham and Gloucester Cup 
game at Moseley ionighL Hig- 
gs was set to move to the 
Memorial Ground in Decem- 
ber, but was persuaded by the 
Welsh dub to stay at The Gooff 
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Laten snow and weather reports 
from 2CXH- resorts in Europe and 
North America. 
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At a gJanco ro snow conditions at 
over 300 resorts world- wide 
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ft -tasteful study from bacon butties to venison burgers on the Orient Excess 


&*: some, the prospect 
or not they 
Should «at at a match 
on the 

if not the stomach, 

on a 

mw^urvey into the fare 
oft offer in and around 
feottafl grounds. 


Esexycme has their own 

fevooiite horror stoiy of malch- 

day food; there's the burger that 
dahetndiafingemafl, another 


a maggot. 


served by the vendor who uri- 
nated against a wail and then 
went back to serving food with- 
out washing his hands 

^withacopycfGafcionf 
rOOtboUEpod Guide tucked into 

their back pocket, fans can fol- 
low their team around the coun- 
tty secure in the knowledge 
that they can find somewhere to 
eat without needing to lake 
atonga stomach pump. 

As jobs go, a food taster for 

Egon Ronay or Michelin has a 
certain appeal, but sampling 
the food on offer around the 92 
League clubs, as well as Wem- 
bley, has to be a labour of love. 
The testers came back with 


TASTY: THE TOP TEN 

1 Cambridge United 

2 rtiddercfield "fawn 

3 Rochdale 

4 Chesterfield 

5 Chariton Athletic 

6 Hartlepool United 

7 Rotherham United 

8 MddtesbrauQh 

9 Stoke City 

10 Preston North End 


only 15 stomach upsets and 27 
burnt fingers between them, 
having consumed 323 pies, 291 
burgers and one bald pie at Wtf- 
salL 

Surprisingly, the finest food 
in the League is not to be found 


in the Premiership, but in the 
Third Division. Cambridge 
United took the bonours for 
their all-round catering - the 
highlight being the bacon but- 
ty. The secret, apparently, is in 
using two slices of best back 
bacon, grilled for optimum nose- 
appeaL 

For all its money, the Pre- 
miership is poorly represented, 
with just four dubs in the top 20. 
Manchester United heads the 
list in 12th, with a special com- 
mendation for the van behind 
the Old Stretford End which 
sells venison burgers. 

England’s plans to host the 
World Cup in 2006 may have 


been damaged by the placing of 
the national stadium in 89th. 
fact May, Tony Banks, minis ter 
for sport, said: “The food at 
Wembley is absolutely dis- 
graceful. I'm surprised more 
people don’t die of food poi- 
soning after eating there.” 
Rebuilding a stadium which 
charges over £6 for a “tasteless” 
burger, chips and Coca-Cola is 
the only option. 

Life is not much better for 
Welsh supporters. Cardiff Gty, 
Wrexham and Swansea Q'ty are 

all in the bottom 10. The Vetch 
Field was noted for its sausage 
roll, in which the sole purpose 
of the skin of the sausage was “to 


YUK THE WORST TEN 

1 Leyton (Went 

2 Swansea City 

3 Bristol City 

4 Wrexham 

5 Wembley 

6 Oxford Urtted 

7 Chester City 

8 Tottenham Hctepur 

9 P Ba rfaorouflh United 

10 Carcflff City 


=3gg 

53*32 


prevent the contents from flow- 
ing free". 

Vegetarians are less well 


of the manufacturer and they arc 
stffl within their sell-by date. 


Smok- 

“get 

- front,. Arsenal have stock 

piled the typeof c *^ d ™J 
SwasonVeva® u ^ man ' 

“l2SS“.*s 

late is the best apprtinroattOT 


youarel&elywMa^ramg 

you can stir the inch of sludge 
*tbe bottom of tbecupmrohfo 
Ditto the beef-flavour drink. 
us hope we never becomea Mr 
tfon oflitigators - McDonald s 
Riding coffee" case mayset 
the benchmark for a million 

*SS%Z~**'*£ 

. he 



beard at Bnsoane — 

Orient get the dubiousboQ^ 

of coming bottom of the M 

league. The editorof to 
fySirn AS Aboard the 

Tram sumsit up as*Tve had bet- 
ter meat firom live cows with 
BSE" Thke sandwidies. 


OOTBALL 


Scholes out 
Eli Cup tie 
second 




aul Scholes has been given his 
xxmd suspension of the season 
allowing his eighth booking 
gainst Leicester on Saturday, 
le will miss Manchester Unit- 
d's FA Cup fifth-round . tie 
gainst' cither Tottenham or 
larnsleyon 15 February and the 
tentiership match at Aston 
/ffla three days later. - 
One player United missed 
>ut on, Marcel o Salas, has 
igned a pre-contract agree- 
aent for £12m with Lazio. The 
talian dub announced yestenfcty 
bat they intend to give the 23- 
ear-old Chilean international an 
■ight : year contract - if they can 
ypass Italian league rules of a 
naximum five-year deaL 
Salas, who scored 11 goals in 
rhfle’s successful World Cup 
[ualifying campaign, is expect- 
id loplayfor hfecountiy in their 
ricndly against England at 
Mnnhley next week. 

The former Italy and Milan 
roach Arrigo Sacchi has turned 
lown an offer fo coach" the 
Spanish champions Real Mad- 
rid nest season. Madrid asked 
sacchi to lake aver from Jupp 


Heynckes, who inherited the job 
from the current MDan coach, 
Fabio Capello. But Sacchi re- 
jected the offer, in part because 
he wants to work either in 
France or England, but also be- 
cause he did not want to take 
over a squad built by Capello. 

Crystal Palace's bid to sign 
the young Carlisle striker Matt 
Jansen took on greater urgency 
yesterday when Neil Shipper! ey 
was ruled out for eight weeks 
following a hernia operation. 
The former Chelsea striker had 
been in fine form at the end of 
last year, scoring six goals in 
eight games until he was side- 
lined by a groin problem. 

- Dario Grach has won the 
Nationwide League First Divi- 
sion Manager of the Month 
award for January. The Crewe 
manager led hs side to four con- 
secutive league wins last month, 
which saw the club pull dear of 
the relegation zone. 

• One of Gradi’s players who 
maybe on the way out of Gres- 
ty Road is the striker Dele Ad- 
ebola, for whom Bimringiham 
have made a £900,000 bid. 


Ronaldo staying put in Italy 

Ronaldo, the lntemazfonale who quashed rumours of an im- ; 
sinker, has rejeeleda suggestion pending move to Real Madnd. j 
m his fellow Brazilian, Rober- the club where Roberto Car tos ; 


I'l UU — * 

to Carlos, that he would return 
to Spain next season in an in- 
terview published yesterday by 
the sports newspaper Marca . 

“Right now I’m not thinking 
ofleaving Italy," said Ronaldo, 


plays. “It seems that Roberto 
knows more than I do.” 

Ronaldo, who played for 
Barcelona last season, is cur- 
rently filming a television ad- 
vertisement in Tenerife. 



Damon Hill, the former world Formula One motor racing champwn. 


to the grass in his Jordan during a i 


i In Barcelona yesterday Phocographr. John Marsh/Emjacs 


^PORTING DI GEST 


m'ING 


fectica! battle in Whitbread 


jke a fidd of cine approaching 
[i j canter the tape which 
narked the real start of the race, 
he \Vlritbreadjadiiscrossed foe 
niematicmal dateline yesterday 
aid m-ie firimgupfor foechaige 
hunigh d* Southern Ocean that 
pokes up the fifth leg. 

Still leafing, and most 
^rjiherly of the field, was Dm 
smith in Chessfe Racing. On ms 
furthest flank to. the west was 
Paul ChvaidmcjgJifo-plaeedEF 

Lunguaoe. and most easterly was 
Rov Hdner in Brunet Sunergy- 

As they beaded through 43 
j.-jees south, foe rest of the fleet 
stiU rdaliwly bandied with 

. annfltWlt 


Tracy Edwards was expected 

to cross the start line at Ushant 
yesterday for the attempt to. 
break the round the world sail- 
ing record of 71 days 14 hours 
22 mins and eight seconds. 

The 12-strong all-woman 
crew of the 92ft catamaran 
Royal & Sun Alliance need to 

make a fast start to south of foe 

equator if they are to tackle the 
time set by the Frenchman, 
Olivier de Kersauson with con- 


it. 


rr- 

hours^ftoniwork. 


- Stuart Alexander j 


j SNOOKfR 

Higgins sunk 
by ‘Swampy* 

John Higgins yesterday became 
the first major failure of the Ben- 
son and Hedges Masters at 
Wembley when he lo» his open- 
ing match to Anthony Hamilton. 

It is the third year in a row 
that the world No 2 has failed 
to win a match at the sport’s 
most lucrative invitation event. 

The improving Hamilton 
was hardly the ideal opponent 
if he was to end that run. 
Hamil ton, known as “Swampy" , 

ran out a 6-3 winner after com- 
piling breaks of 46, 48, and 82 
to lead 3-2 and a 133 clearance 
in the sixth frame. 


intergames . .. 

,^^ 0 „der pressure to observem^ 

.. . . j ■ rpuenhitkm in November* The 


American football 

The best-seBng author Tom Cl ancy 

emogedyesterasy as credits men 

who oa*l buy the Mmesola Viangs. 
OancyfeWvwsorw of three accept- 
ed yesterday by the VBdh gtf atrrertt 
owners The Sffli Antonio businessman 

Fted NteCtombs and VBdngET preddwa 

Roger Headrick are the primary In- 
vest in the ctfher two propo^ 

Basketball 

The Detroit Pistons, who lave faBed 

to Ive up to expectations this see^a 

sschad their head coach Doig Cofins 
vestefttew Assistant AMn Gentry was 

tare&in coach 
der of the season, beanring wrihwss- 
terday's game m Washington against 
the Wizards. . . 

NBA: VtastitnfltoilODeWrtlD; 

109 Mmasota 98; »*airt flOMwita W 
Pl*^ S» Van- 

couver 90; CWcao 0 111 Darwar 72 

Booting 

Lloyd Honeyghan. the to mar Lr* fe- 
guipd woda wett^weig ht Charnp kyi. 
garls a new careeras a promo lerwiih 
a charity show at the P^tio^SpOTt- 
Ina Club in London on 26 Maj or H°o- 
eyghan, who tost live of his 48 

i^J&SESSSSS 

and Herbie HWe. 

TODAY'S FIXTURES 

Football 


Cricket 

jsKssfiSSuaass 

Mriral-a 
SaahAMcBwon row 

SOUTH AFRICA -Flrat tnnmgs SI 7 (BM 

McMtenB7no> mlu ._ 

AUSTHAUA-Rrst Innings 350 (M A toy- 

SOITOIAFMCA-aBCOiid ImltiBS 193 tar 
B doc (Q Kinren TOSnol 
AUSTRALIA - Second timings 
(Ovomdht 32 far a 

G S Btawott b Pdock.— 

M EWbdi not out ™ 

S R c Rictianfeofi b Kuaoner—M 
R T PraSg c SymcoJt b lOugner — .23 

lAHodycfSchwdaonbKofc tt 

A J Btehn bw b KJusonor 7 

SKWomenotout % 

Extras fnbft b2j 

Total (Tor 7, lOBArwonfl — — - P ? L 

SSM'sW* 

cor iB-2-«-0; MeMfcn 13^-33^; Cnon|o 
14HZ-0L 

UmptrssiDB Cowrie (NZ) andS 6 Randafl 

The PeWstant teephtoL- 
Ahrrtod corrolatsa an Tl-wtekst 
VBsterdayinnte courdryts 307-nntouF- 
nB victory owr Griq^tend Wbst 
In Kknbertey. 

TOUR MATCH 

^asssssffflsaMs 


Ahmed 6- 


arc 


t,-njpic ™^- r - _ 

ishin^pa to re&ain from 
ring ixaBbwy iaion ag WSt 
t q durfog ^<S«er 

The b n af gatig oal Otymp? 

7* ‘ « l iimtan 


th£ to abide 

3 UN resetefiah Qat mgP* 

‘ nations. ** 

ton 



“We are not. involved in en- 
aagine in pofilics,” Canard 

. America takes whatever dea- 
^th^feelappropnatt 

The White House suggested 
on Montfey that tte Olympus 
• would not be * fector jo * * 
- decision on fflilitaxy actum- 

.-Nottofoy ! 

thcdedsiofl-i 

■tsrss^rp 

. The us was among the 178 
nufons which 

Mndihg UN general assembly 


resolution in November. The 

resolution, which is based on a 

tradition dating back to the 
ancient games in Greece, rahs 
on member stares to stop hos- 
tilities while the Olympics are 

underway. . „ 

Dick Scbuhz, executive tih 

rectoroftheUSOIyn^cCom- 

^ee, said thatif figbhi^^ 
anhewOTldconsdfiraskmgU^ 
armed forces in Japan to help 
ptovide- seoirity for the Ama^- 
can team- ‘Tfwe fell 
^.wE’dreqoesttterfi^ 


FA CUP FOUHTHflOUND REPLAYS 

BmsIwvIbltortmP^ 

Nawcastki v Stav c nagn C^-* 5 )- 

NATIONWH3E FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

flBSTDMSKW \ 

Hgddlubreu^i vThuwiWB p^S) — — 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: fy™ 1 

bbssssbbsw*®; 

i m iBOtto LEAGUE FHt DHrWorc Rms- 

ggssffifflssssas 

WESSEX 1£AGUE1 Gems 
Spots v BAT Sports. 

SSSSSESSfi^arft 

SSKfSSS.V^ w,, ^r 

^MBs wgaaae 


SaKL - we u —J — n 

to do to protect our athletes. 




Sher^Wsdnaodp^vManrf^fl^© 
S*fXjndDM«tac>:CartBtevEhrB«^xry prt. 
La»M Cup Group Or* Wfotfam v CXI 
ham Groi^ She Scarborough v Fttfw- 
ham fffl). 

AVON INSURANCE CONCTJAnOMPrM 

&JJ) (ttPtough Lave). 

Rugby Union 

CHSJSIHAM AND GU3UCESTER CUP 
Group C: Irioootey v Brielnl (74^ 
TQMENTS SCOTTISH Pf»«EI»W 

Third DWaion: GtesgpwSouthain vflton- 

roflwPl^ 

Ice hockey 

EXPRESS CUR Ayr Scottish Eagles v 
Nswcadle Cobras 

Basketbaifl 

UNWaAlLTOCBW EnUM that 
ShoHeld Sharks vGntfarLmrion 
(Oft 

Other sports 

SNOOKER: Banaon & Hedges Nbstara 
[Wfenttey Contorence Cantrej. 


20 (P H Barnard «1; MuNiNqA 
63? and tB (Mwririaq Aimed 5-^. 
won by 307 nan. 

TOUR MATOrl (Itapo, NZ, ona dart: 
Zealand Academv gB ft aa oww^; Zim- 

bNw» S6*ar 2 {K5 o^Zhrtwbw* won 
by eight adcfcns. 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD f H s fl xx r me. that 

day of fburt: Vfctcria 284 for 4 (L Harwr 

m 0 M Jones t»no) v Wastanri AusbaStL 

Football 

Howard Widnsorfs England Under-B 

side take on Israel in a frtendty to- 
temaUonai al Nortfwfch Victoria*! Dr* 
Reid ground on 12 Fahnarv. They then 
meet France In a 
for the European C. — - r _-- 

h Cyprus n — 

EdadeyPak. Stockport, on 26 March, 
wfm the refijn on 23 Apr! 

AVON MSUWX£ CCBBIMrnNHMni- 
■ xlrtore AraenN 1 Queerte Park Rangera t 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Fbdura 
changes; Son 15 Me i BmS PH e ^ \ rO^|] 
oi tJw South (from U Pa fil 25 Fob: 
Morton v Hamiton (from 14 Feb)- 

SRSSfSSS&RSi 

Cxm tf**fOund «**»»: AUon ftwraO Lhf 
Spanish Laagiw: M Madrid i&*arp>n 

sgsBEg sasy aagt 

Auon Insurance Combkialkm Fliil DM- 
Stor ChSioaS Chrtcxd Utd 0; 

Tottenham A ScreirtlxDIra rtLaay iaPra- 

Chatham 1 Swantoyfirmess l 

Ice hockey 

NHL NY WandatsA J»- 

’tea 5 Toronto 1; Edmonton 1 Lt^ngataa 

0; Colorado 2 Vtacouvw 1 ; NY Ftaogora3 
San Jose 2- 



l G Buna ANaboraans and 
i G FkwMaal tSttrtng Ctxrty and 
l G ftwatt {Wfest of Scotoma mid 
, a MettwtnDi (Gtosgow Hwto 
end ObacpwA S Bradwntona (Mdroseand 
Scottish r 

Sailing 

AUSTRALIA CUP (Parti, W a at am Aoa- 
Mri Second day: 1 D Batter (NZ) 8 2; 
2-MHcrimbam ffivw) 83; P Gimour (Aus) 
8 3: 4 T Basic (One} 7 2; 5 8 Destmmau 
(Aub) 6 3; 6 G Lucas (Aua) S 4; 7 N Wtttay 
(Aus) 5 6; 8 D Clark pM 4 5; 9 J Spit™ 
MuS 4 Bi 10 L Plot (FrtS T. 11 N Oaten 
(tQ 1ft 12 G ShakUco (Rus) 0 a 

Snooker 

B8G0N AND HBX3BS MASTERS (WsaF 


in the fist two rounds Phfippousss 1 
manager; fiob Aivatogtau, saidlhoZO- 
yoor-old wanted to spend more tine 
with Nsfanriy early on ri the year Whle 
not on the world professional tour. But 
Newcambe respontted by anntwrtc- 
big that Phfippoussis would not play 
it the Daws Cup al 
he has turned to . .. . 

Hewitt in his team to play 
from 3 to 5 April 
MARSEILLE ATP EVENT Flrat round: M 



Rugby Union 

Edde Hatvey of &tannon has been 
ruled out ofrakeletod A team topla^ 
Scotland A at Dofiiybroolc on foday 
because of kneofarnient damage. He 
wfiberwtewdhycUxnaiBAIanCklrv 

ian, malang his deSxtt at A leval 

SCOTLAIE) A TEAM (» Mlind A, Don- 
nybnxtkDuUftFridan:HQtaow{HBlf 
oft PP aid Ednbwoh); 5 Lougatafl 
(Durdea Ugh School fTowCatadoniaL A 
ShW OriehnB and Scottish Boidarsf J 
McLaren (Shftu Couity and CatedonKi 
J Karr mttsedans and Ca fad o nla); □ 
Hodga (watsontana and BSnbugh\ B 
Rodpato {UefaoM and Scottish Bcmws, 
ontPV&MbMofScofcnd and Scot- 
tMi esidEmK McKnida (StUng County 
and Catedcrfal WAndaraon QOkcaldy and 
CafedorsO: SMtarsy (BedfndL A Lacking 
(punband EtSnfaughjiE Mm (BMhX 8 
RoU JBoniJ^mlr and Edntugh), A Pout- 
nay (NofttM^tei D Of? 

foot (OfTte and Caiidw^. 1 BeAn*hnd 


hartyi 

Sports sponsorship 
Sports sponsorsHp rose to recoid tow- 
els In 1997, Tony Banks; the Sports 
Mntetor anrowced yesterday. It in- 
creased an estimated £lSL9m to 
£3216m with a record 995 new spon- 
sorship deals reported dutng the yea; 
Banks also confirmed the! a number 
of sports, Inducing angbia cricket and 
disrfit hare managed to find new span- 
sore for evente which wm previous- 
ly spmsared by Ihe tobacco industry. 

Table tennis 

has been chosentor^to^^ito^ 
pearancs for En^and at Great 
Varmouto tomorrow h the Euopem 
Menfe League Division One promotion 
match with Greece. Yoinft IS, was n 
fine form at ttta w oolaa nd when he 
reached tie find of the raatfe singes 
at the Wert Midlands Grand Prix tour- 
nament at Stratfor d. The match 
against Greece is the most important 
fbetue of the season, with the waving 
teem progressing to the final against 
the Grech RepubBa 

Tennis 

Women wl take part to the Grand 
Slam Ctp in Munich for the first time 
this autumn. The eight best perform- 
ers to Ihe yeart Grand Stem events 
wfitakB part in the e v ert tinom 29 Sep- 
tBmbwto4 October wIBi ESOfluDOO at 
stake for the wtonet to turn the mar* 
evert, held Aice 199Ct wfi be reduced 
to 12 entrants from 16 last year; wtth 
the wtonar receiving CS0QP00. It was 
atoarifonedyBaod^rMthetour- 
namert wl rernart to Munich inB 2pOL 
« last yeertt event therehad been talc 
Of a switch to Asa after ®9& 
MakPtilfopousaiftlheAugttBfenNo 
2, has been dropped for the year by 
Davis Cup obtain John Newcombe 
a lt er a ni unring he was utobfo to play 


4- 67-6 6-0; J Alonn^) btLffal«rFrt 7-6 
M 60; D vaMk (Czhop) HjnwdaHCSM 
7-fi T-& 6 Bfuguera (Sp) bt T Carbonal (Spt 
M4SIW 

CROATIA ATP INDOOR TOUHNAMENT 
(SgRt) Stogto* first round: R Schurter (Ger) 
aTHorraan tGffl 60 1-6 KCadsai (Oonj 
bl H DroekmnrilGert6-2 3-6 6-1 ; R Vasak [CL; 
Rep) bt 0 Psscaru (Rom} &4 &4; A Mermov 
(Hus) W 1 MDtdo«n fRornl 6-4 6-4; B Bedf- 
w (Gw) K F Bergh (Swrt 63 7-6: u Rcaset 
(Swtt) bt R Furtan (Hj 3-6 6-2 6-3 
TORAY PAN PACIFIC WOMEN'S Op*n 
(Tokyo) flr*l rtwKfc L Fang (C3ij bt 

TUftnoBugam (Thai) 6-1 63: M Saefci (Japan] 
bt M Sara (Srt 39 6-3 6-3; E LAhovtseva 
(Rus) bt M Luce (Croat 6-1 6* Y Ytshtfa 
Uapwi) M M GrzybDHOlia (PnO *6 7-6 64; 
iSrloB (flom) tt pant Sung Hoe (Kon 7-5 

5- 3; B 3nmdo (R) M K Boogert (Nwh) 66 6- 
1 64; A Sudyaina (Japan) bt K A Guse (Ais) 
7-6 frO; M Bataiwa lB^ bt A Huber iGa) 3- 
67-68.1 

WOMENTS SATELLITE TOURNAKENT (Tlw 
Wknl): Hat raund: J Waal (G8) te HJhoms 
£«) 1-6 &t 6-2; L Cartwright (GS) bi L 
Pertans |GB) 78 78; H Uan Aatdcrm [Had) 
63 63iG Casoni (fo KSLxkai (GB) 64 6 
0; M Koutsteal (NMh) U NT 
4 61 ; G Am «3e0 bt 9 Em I 
P Manduli (Hui) bi A Braa 

0 hanoM (Rut) bt H Matthaus (GW 38 6 

1 6E M Pwstan Ewq) bt S Trie (Nad] 64 
64: N Humeon I&Rki) ts A Van D» Hurti 
” )&263;KQoBa(^USRyrarzateka 
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Jockey Club climbs down over suspensions 


The three jockeys 
questioned, but not 
charged, by police last 
week and then 
suspended by the Jockey 
Club will be allowed to 
ride from tomorrow 
following a volte-face by 
racing^; disciplinary body. 
Richard Edmondson reports. 


When banning Jamie Osborne, 
Dean Gallagher and Leighton 
Aspell last week, racing's in- 
vestigative force announced a 
meeting for today “when the 
jockeys will have an opportunity 


to make any further represen- 
tations as to why that suspen- 
sion should not be continued for 
a Longer period 7 '. In the event, 
there will be no explanation re- 
quired and the trio will simply 
have their licences returned at 
Portman Square. 

The Jockey Club’s reason for 
its reversal of attitude is simple: 
they asked people. Or in man- 
darin-speak they took “sound- 
ings within the industry'". 
There will, however, be no of- 
ficial apology. The Jockey Club 
maint ains it acted correctly to 
maintain public confidence. 

The only panic, though, was 
at the Jockey Club itself. Pun- 
ters still turned out this week 


f figures from bookmakers and 
the Tote actually show an in- 
crease in turnover). The weigh- 
ing room was no BastOle for 
frustrated backers. 

Christopher Foster, the Jock- 
ey Club’s executive director, 
said yesterday: The Licensing 
Committee still requires the 
jockeys to attend [today's meet- 
ing] because’ it wishes there to 
be no room for doubt at to why 
the Committee suspended the 
licences in the first place.” This 
is just as well as the space re- 
mains as large as ever. 

“Not only has it been a dif- 
ficult week for the jockeys, but 
also highly confusing," Michael 
Caulfield, the secretary to the 


Jockeys’ Association, said yes- 
terday. “The behaviour of the 
Jockey Gub has been curious 
to say the least and we look for- 
ward to our meeting with them 
tomorrow. It will be a unique 
feeling to go to the Jockey 
Oub already knowing the result. 

Tf it had not been for the 
representations rriade by the 
jockeys' solicitors, the three 
riders may, I believe, have been 
suspended until 29 April or be- 
yond. I am terribly aware of the 
seriousness of the past week’s 
events, but the Jockey Gub did 
not apply natural justice and this 
had to be challenged." 

Andrew Chalk. Osborne’s 
solicitor, said: T would like to 


make it dear that the decision 
to bold a further meeting to- 
morrow resulted from vigorous 
representations made fay the 
jockeys’ solid tots. At the outset, 
the Committee gave no indica- 
tion they were considering sus- 
pensions on a short-term basis. 

“The Committee did not in- 
form us that they would be tak- 
ing soundings of the industry to 
assess the risk to public confi- 
dence in horseracing and it is 
surprising that this was not 
made clear to us." 

“We were told that we could 
return on 4 February so that we 
could make further represen- 
tations as to why the suspensions 
‘should not be continued for a 


longer period*. That appeared 
to put the onus on us to show 
good reasons why the licences, 
should be reinstated.” 

It is the residual effect of the 
last week that most bothers the 
jockeys and their supporters. 
“The loss of character is more 
of a problem than loss of earn- 
ings.” Graeme James,AspelTs 
agent, said. Tb the public it’s 
something that won’t go away m 
a hurry and he’ll be remembered 
for some time as being one of 
the Veighing-room three*." 

The conditional (apprentice) 
jockey’s main trainer, Jodi Gif- 
ford, added: “I would like an ex- 
planation from the Jockey Club. 
Leighton is a conditional [jock- 


ey] and Tm meant tb be re- 
sponsible for him. Its an absolute 
joke. They’ve got themselves in 
a bloody great hole and now they 
can’t get out of it" 

. /. Aspell is likely to be the first 
of the linee baefc in action. “This 
’ week, has bear very stressful for 
me and my family," he said. T 
am very relieved to have my li- 
cence returned and am looking 
forward tb getting bade on to 
the racecourse where T can 
concentrate on winning races-" 
That opportunity may come 
tomorrow on Gifford’s New 
Rising at Tbwcester. It will be 
a~ significant moment in a case 
has fafrfrily highlighte d thfe 
Jockey Club’s capabilities. 



Undercover investigation: Michael Atherton tries to get the low-down on the pitch yesterday for the first of the back-to-back Tests in Port of Spain, Trinidad 


Photograph: David Ashdown 
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IWsday’s Solution 
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Italians renew commitment to Chelsea 


HI 
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ACROSS 

I Ena. a mad sort of woman 
(6) 

4 Do its sufferers call house- 
docions? (S> 

10 Episioler in Minnesota 
(5.4) 

I I What is the value of a poet 
lost for words? (5) 

12 Bird among the faster, 
head-buiying sort (4) 

13 Rise and set off for drive 
(3-2-3-2) 

15 Broken promise of a paid 
part-timer (7) 

16 lakes aim in spectacles (6) 

19 Spies following a Manx cat 

in tropical shrub (6) 

21 Excitable bloke is getting 
the needle (7) 

23 Loose tic on a principal 
teacher in college (10) 


25 Monkshood, say, that has a 
function on a chimney (4) 

27 Excited cry of woman re- 
ceiving ring (5) 

28 Weapon giving most trou- 
ble in disarmament pro- 
gramme? (9) 

29 Gaunt and tall? Seek treat- 
ment! (S) 

30 Compensation whilst not 
actually filming? (6) 

DOWN 

1 Suspicion of corrosion after 
condensation (S) 

2 Rash around head of radius 
is affecting outer skin (9) 

3 Wine taken in feasting (4) 

5 Hitches in traffic jams (7) 

6 Fawn Legend, all singing 
all dancing production (10) 

7 Drawn by siren leeward, 
say the sailors (5) 


8 St Michael’s church in 
Oslo, possibly (6) 

9 Stare at boy endlessly in 
summerhouse (6) 

14 Coy appeals put out in 
event of great importance 
( 10 » 

17 They rest on a bridge, look- 
ing over three fields (9) 

18 Dawn, perhaps, seen 
through a transom (8) 

20 One leaving NW African 
republic and getting a B in 
maths (7) 

21 Work? Not I. anyway — 
given alternative (6)' 

22 Produces singular hocks (6) 

24 Lightweight individual tak- 
ing traditional sea-air (5) 

26 Worker loud in complaint 
(4) 


Gianfranco Zola and Roberto 
Di Matteo have both signed 
two-year extensions to their 
contracts at Chelsea. 

Zola has committed hims elf 
to the dub until 2002, taking 
him to the age of 35, while Di 
Matteo also signed a similar 
contract extension taking him to 
the age of 31, the club revealed 
yesterday. Their promising 20- 
year-old midfielder Mark 
Nicholls has also extended his 
contract. 

Chelsea bave also been 
linked with the Rangers strik- 
er Brian Laudrup, whose con- 
tract runs out this summer. His 
agent was reported to have 
held talks at Stamford Bridge 
last weekend, and the Dane is 
expected to choose between 
Chelsea and Ajax. 

Portsmouth will discover in 
10 days’ time what action they 


wifi face from the Football As- 
sociation after the assistant ref- 
eree, Edward Martin, was 
attacked by a Sheffield United 
supporter during the 1-1 draw 
on Saturday. 

The FA launched an inquiry 
following the incident at Frat- 
ton Park, when Martin was 
knocked unconscious. David 
Davies, the FA spokesman, 
confirmed yesterday they will 
wait for the report of the ref- 
eree, Mark Halsey, before de- 
ciding wbat action to take. 

Meanwhile, Fompey have 
abandoned their attempt to 
sign the Australian interna- 
tional goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac 
following a sixth-month legal 
wrangle over the Department of 
Employment’s refusal to issue 
a work permit. 

Sheffield Wednesday are 
also at the mercy of the DoE - 


their hopes of signing the Pol- 
ish defender Pawel Wojtala on 
loan from Hamburg hinge on 
the success of their application 
for a work permit 

Wednesday have agreed to 
pay Hamburg an initial fee of 
£60,000 plus an additional 
£20,000 for each appearance the 
25-year-old makes during a 
loan period that extends untfl 
the end of the season. 

The Premiership club have 
also agreed a foe of £800,000, 
should they decide to sign him 
permanently in the summer. 

Manchester City could have 
a third Georgian in their side on 
Saturday after finally receiving 
a work permit for Kakhabcr 
Tskhadadze, after beating Liv- 
erpool to sign the Alania Vla- 
dikavkaz defender. 

George Graham, the Leeds 
manager, has denied rumours 


linking him with a £3m move for 
Portugal’s leading scorer Nuno 
Gomes, and a possible swap 
deal involving Rod TCdlace. 

. “I was at Benfica on Sunday, 
but I was actually watching a 
player from SetubaL" Graham 
said. “So there’s no truth in the 
stoiy linking myself with 
Gomes. I have not made a bid 
for him and I have also not re- 
ceived an offer for Wallace 
from Benfica." 

Newcastle have signed Ab- 
erdeen’s Scotland Under-21 
midfielder Stephen Glass on a 
pre-contract agreement. Glass 
travelled to Tyneside for talks 
yesterday to tie up a deal, after 
playing in Monday's 3-1 defeat 
at Celtic. Aberdeen rate the 
21 -year -old at £15m, although 
the Magpies would prefer to pay 
around £500,000. 
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Gascoigne awaits SFA verdict over Old Firm flute antics 


Paul Gascoigne will discover 
today if he is to face disciplinary 
action by the Scottish Football 
Association over his controver- 
sial flute-playing gesture at the 
New Year Old Firm game. 

The England midfielder has 
already been fined £20.000 by 
Rangers and has issued a for- 
mal public apology after imi- 
tating a flute-player while 
wanning up for the match on 2 
January at Parkhead. 


Regarded as an inflamma- 
tory gesture, the incident 
brought protests from the Celtic 
board, as well as their fans, and 
it will be discussed by the SFA’s 
executive committee today. 
Gascoigne will not be appear- 
ing in person but will receive 
written notification of any pun- 
ishment. 


David Findlay, the SFA 
spokesman, said: “There have 
been a variety of letters received 
following an incident at the 
Old Firm match. 

“The committee will discuss 
the matter relative to the play- 
er’s actions and if they deter- 
mine it is necessaiy to take the 
matter further they would wish 


to inform the parties concerned 
first before making any public 
statement." 

Gascoigne is currently bat- 
tling to regain full fitness in time 
for Rangers* game with Dun- 
fermline at Ibrox on Saturday, 
after appearing as a substitute 
in their weekend defeat by St 
Johnstone. 
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Drama goes'- 
on as Yates 
awaits verdict; 


Kevin Yates, the Bath 
prop accused. of 
biting Simon FennV •- 
ear, yesterday faced a 
Rugby Football Unloni 
disciplinary panelat . 
Twickenham. 

Chris Hewett reports.- 7 


The sonv stoiy of Simon 
. Penn's ear was turning into 
a saga of Homeric propor- 
tions yesterday as Kevin 
Yates turned up at Twick- 
enham to answer allega- 
tions of ear-biting. When 
the highly rated 26-year-old 
prop was summoned to 
face the music he could 
hardly have expected it to 
drag on Like a Wagner 
opera, but as darkness fell 
oyer south-west London 
last night there was still no 
sign of an end to his ordeaL 

The proceedings, 
chaired by Michael Burton 
QC in the company of two 
Rugby Football Union 
management board mem-, 
bers, Jonathan Dance and 
Brian Bolster, began at 
9.30 in the morning. Yates 
and Fenn. the London 
Scottish flanker he was ac- 
cused of assaulting, were 
there from the off, as were 
the rest of the Bath pack 
who played in the fateful 
Tetley’s Bitter Cup match 
at the Rec on 10 January. 

After nine hours of con- 
sidering medical evidence, 
bearing witness statements 
and conducting cross-ex- 
aminations, the panel were 
a “long way short of a ver- 
dict”, in the words of 
Richard Prescott, theRFU 
director of communica- 
tions. “The hearing went 
straight through hmch,” be 

added, to eliminate any 
suspicion that the union 
was conducting this piece of 
business oyer the tradi- 
tional three courses and 
lashings of gin and tonic. 

One Bath player, Fed- 
erico Mendez, flew in from 
Spain to be there. The Ar- 
gentinian hooker was one 
of three players, including 
Yates and his fellow prop. 
Victor Ubogu, originally 
cited by the Exiles. Like 
other witnesses he filed a 
written account of events 
as well as making a per- 
sonal appearance. 

After intense pressure 
from London Scottish, who 
paraded Fenn before the 
press and television cam- 
eras 48 hours after the 
match, Bath suspended 
Yates cm full pay on 13 Jan- 
uary. He missed the 
Heineken Cup final with 
Brive and a number of 
England squad sessions, 
from which he withdrew on 
diplomatic grounds. He 
would almost certainly 
have been named in Eng- 
land’s party for this week- 
end’s Five Nations matcb 
against the FrenchTn Paris. 

The likely oatcome last 
night was an adjournment, 
either to today or nest week. 
If Yates, who has always 
protested his innocence, 
was less than amused by the 
protracted agony of uncer- 
tainly, the tribunal members 

were acutely aware of the le- 
gal consequences of getting 
it wrong. Who said rugby 
was only a game? 
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